WINTER LAKER
2020

FREE

Cumberland...
A Great Place
for All Seasons!
We welcome you to
get out and enjoy
all that
Cumberland’s
Winter Wonderland
has to offer!

INCLUDES:

Barron County Snowmobile
& CASTA Ski Trail Maps
Photos • Stories
& Recipes

Cover Photo is of the replica of
a 50 pt. buck shot near McKinley by Homer Pierson in 1937
(Story on page 6)

Free Winter Activity Guide
& Advertising Supplement

FREE

2020 Winter Laker • page 2

NEW
DAY!
Wisconsin State

38th
Annual!

Ice Fishing Tournament

SATURDAY
Saturday
February 6,
9, 2019
2021 • 10 am
am --33pm
pm

Welcome Winter Visitors!
Hello and welcome to a
beautiful Northwest Wisconsin Winter. It’s looking like
another beautiful winter here
in “Gods” Country.
Casta’s ski trails in Timberland are in good condition. The snowmobile trails
will hopefully be open soon
when we get a little more of
the white stuff. The lakes and
swamps should be ready to
go. Be sure to check with individual counties on weather
trails are open or not. Sometimes it varies from County
to Country.
Get out and cruise our
wonderful
snowmobile
trails. Stop and have a burger

along the way. Remember to
stay on the trail. Land owners are generous in letting us
ride through their property.
Please respect it.
There are ice fishing derbies all around the area including the Wisconsin State
Ice Fishing Contest held the
1st Saturday, February 6th,
on Beaver Dam Lake and
the Shallow Lake Ice Fishing
Contest in Barronett will be
held Saturday, January 23rd.
Speaking of our lakes,
make sure to check the
ice conditions before
heading out on the ice.
All the early snow has
made for lots of slush

in some areas. We have

many awesome lakes
with lots of good fishing to be had. Get out
and enjoy! Put some snow
shoes on and do some adventuring. Fine a nice hill
and jump on a toboggan.
Man is that fun.
With Covid-19 still affecting all of our daily
lives, there is no better
time to get out and enjoy
the great outdoors. Now
more than ever, our small
businesses need our support.
Do what you can to help.
Every little bit helps.
Have a great Winter!
Paul

Beaver Dam Lake • Cumberland

More &
Bigger Prizes!
Food
& Fun!

Sponsored by the
Cumberland
Chamber of Commerce

A beautiful Winter sunrise on Beaver Dam Lake. Photo by: Deb Tempesta
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WINTER EVENTS CALENDAR

1st Buck!

January
9th • Luck Football Team Tourney • Bone Lake, Luck
9th • Pat’s Landing Tipper Tourney • Chippewa Flowage, Hayward
30th • Seeley Hills Classic Ski Event • Hayward
23rd • Barronett Ice Fishing Contest • Shallow Lake, Barronett
17th Almena Sportsman Club Ice Fishing Contest Upper Turtle Lake
30th • Winter Fun Day & Fishing Contest • Coon Lake, Frederic
30th • Marshmiller Lake Ice Fishing Contest • Bloomer
24th • St. Joseph’s Ice Fishing Contest • N. Twin Lake, Amery

February
6th • Hydroflites Ice Fishing Contest • Chetek
19th-20th • WIFA Ice Fishing Contest • Rice Lake
6th • Lions Club Ice Fishing Contest • Wapogasset Lake, Amery
6th • Lions Club Ice Fishing Contest • Spooner Lake, Spooner
11th-13th • Winter Carnival • Luck
6th • WI State Ice Fishing Tournament • Beaver Dam Lake, Cumberland
21st • Sportsmans Club Ice Fishing Contest • Lake Magnor, Richardson
24th-28th • American Birkebeiner • Hayward
26th-27th • Chetek Winterfest • Chetek
6th • Winterfest 2020 • Balsam Lake
Ben Ficocello with his first buck. Congratulations Ben!

Rice Lake Animal
Hospital, Inc.

715-234-4709
110 Kern Ave. Rice Lake
We look forward to
helping with all your
veterinary needs!
Dr. Brian Woods • Dr. Linette Furseth
Dr. Kaitlyn Cook • Dr. Ashley Schmal
Hours:
Monday - Friday • 8 am - 5 pm:
Saturday • 9 am - Noon
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Recipes
Comfort food. There really isn’t a whole lot to say
about that. Everybody loves
comort food, especially in
the winter when it is cold.
Check out these few comfort
food recipes.
Amish Country Casserole
Ingredients:
1 pound of spiral Pasta
1 tablespoon Olive Oil
6 slices of thick cut bacon,
cooked and chopped
3 cloves garlic, minced
1 Large Onion, chopped
1 1/2 pounds Ground Beef
1 can creamy Tomato
Soup
1 can Cream of Mushroom Soup
1/2 cup heavy cream
Salt and Black Pepper, to
taste
1/2 teaspoon Paprika
1 tablespoon Dried Parsley
Directions:
1. Preheat oven to 350F
2. In a large salted pot,
cook the Pasta until al dente,
once pasta is done, drain
and return it to the pot & set
aside.
3. In a medium skillet,
cook your bacon until crisp,
chop & set aside reserving
the bacon fat.
4. Add the olive oil to the
reserved bacon fat, then add
Onion and the garlic and
saute until softened.
5. Mix in ground beef and
cook until browned.
6. Add in the cooked
ground beef mixture and
both soups and the cream to

the pot of cooked/ drained
pasta and mix season to taste
with salt & pepper.
7. Transfer to a large oven
dish - sprinkle with Paprika
and Parsley evenly over the
top
8. Bake about 30 minutes.
ENJOY!
Chicken Noodle Casserole
Ingredients:
12 ounces egg noodles uncooked
4 cups chopped cooked
chicken
2 10 ounce cans cream of
chicken soup
1 cup milk
1 cup shredded cheddar
cheese
2 cups frozen peas and
carrots or frozen mixed vegetables
1/2 teaspoon garlic powder
1/2 teaspoon onion powder
salt and pepper to taste
2 tablespoons chopped
parsley
cooking spray
Directions:
1. Preheat the oven to 350
degrees F. Coat a 9”x13” pan
with cooking spray.
2. Cook the egg noodles
according to package directions.
3. In a large bowl, combine the noodles, chicken,
soup, milk, cheese, peas and
carrots, garlic powder, onion
powder and salt and pepper
to taste.
4. Place the noodle mixture in the prepared dish and

Ice Fishing with Tip-Ups: Top 10 Do’s and
Dont’s
cover with foil. Bake for
30 minutes or until heated
through. Sprinkle with parsley and serve.
Meatball Sub Casserole
Ingredients:
1 loaf Italian bread, cut
into 1-inch thick slices
1 (8 oz) package cream
cheese
1/2 cup mayonnaise
1 tsp Italian Seasoning
1/4 tsp pepper
2 cups shredded mozzarella cheese divided use
1 pkg. fully cooked frozen
meatballs thawed
1 (28 oz) jar pasta sauce
Directions:
1. Preheat oven to 350F
degrees.
2. Arrange bread slices in a
single layer in an ungreased
9 x 13 baking dish. Fill in any
gaps with pieces of bread.
Note: I recommend toasting
the bread first. You can place
the dish into the oven (on the
broiler setting) and toast both
sides. It should only take a
minute or two.
3. In a bowl, combine
cream cheese, mayonnaise
and seasonings.
4. Spread mixture over
bread slices.
5. Sprinkle with 1/2 cup
shredded mozzarella cheese.
6. Gently mix together
spaghetti sauce and meatballs.
7. Spoon over cheese.
8. Sprinkle with remaining
cheese.
9. Bake uncovered for 3035 minutes.

Ice Fishing is a popular
outdoor activity anywhere
that it is cold. Here are the
top 10 do’s and don’ts to
consistently produce fish
when ice fishing with tipups:
1. Do study the water
and develop a game plan.
Take the time to study
LakeMaster GPS maps and
PC software like Contour
like Contour Elite ahead of
time to locate high-probability locations.
2. Do set up close to
fish-holding
structure.
Setting tip-ups right on top
of weeds results in a tangled mess that fish will pass
up. You also don’t want to
spend all day in no-man’s
land! Search out ambush
locations like green weeds,
breaks, river currents, bottom transitions, and other
structure where baitfish
hide, instead of directly on
top or too far away.
3. Do choose the right
tip-up for the job. You
need to have the right tipup for your targeted species-or something versatile.
The Frabill Dawg Bone can
be used for both predators
and pan fish. For scouting
pan fish, simply adjust the
shaft higher on the tip-up
arm to release flag spring
compression; this results
in sensitivity to very light
bites. When hunting larger
predators, just make sure
you push the shaft back
down.
4. Do spread out your

tip-ups. When you’re allowed more than one tip-up
by law, fish different locations along any given structure, spreading them out as
far as your state regulations
allow. Imagine the ice as a
grid. Position your tip-ups
out from your base location
along a break at different
depths.
5. Do consider visibility.
Set your tip-ups in the same
direction so, at a glance,
you can see when one flag
in a series trips. I like the
pre-lubed Frabill Arctic
Fire Rail Tip-Up for many
situations. When faced with
deep snow, choose a wooden classic tip-up with a long
spool arm to reach the hole
and ride the flag above the
snow. When fishing in low
visibility situations, attach a
tip up light for easy detection.
6. Don’t forget about
small hooks. There’s a time
and place for big hooks, but
when in doubt, go smaller.
For walleye, size down to a
#16 treble and usually opt
for the extra flash of a gold
Eagle Claw. For pike, size
up to a #12 treble.
7. Don’t fish dead
weeds. If you pull up your
auger and the water’s full
of plant matter that stinks,
those are dying weeds.
Baitfish and predators are
drawn to vegetation that’s
still producing oxygen, especially as winter progresses. Get to the buffet with
the freshest salad and best

baitfish.
8. Don’t limit your fishing window in the water
column. Some anglers put
on a depth bomb, them
come up six to eight inches
for walleyes and two feet
for pike. Instead use your
electronics to fine the termocline and baitfish to pin
point where fish are feeding
in the water column. In late
winter, you may find that
fish are up high, close to the
ice, looking for water with
more oxygen.
9. Don’t set your tip-up
and forget it. Walk around
and make sure your tip-ups
aren’t frozen in, there’s bait
on your line, and it’s free of
weeds. If you’re setting tipups for the evening “power
hour” think about using a
Pro Thermal to keep your
holes ice free.
10. Don’t expect a
weak hookset to get
the job done. Knowing
when to set the hook,
especially when you’re
not sure when the tip-up
flag tripped, can be difficult. Here’s the beauty
of down sizing hooks (see
#6)-most of the time, the
fish doesn’t spit the bait
because it doesn’t feel the
metal. As soon as I know
the fish is running away
from me and I feel weight,
I set the hook hard. Chances are you’re going to get
a good gullet or corner-ofth-mouth hookset because
that fish is committed to
your bait!

“More Than Just A Liquor Store”
Wine • Beer • Liquor
Gifts • Pizza

(715) 822-4777

(Located on Cumberland’s West Side)
www.IslandWinesAndMore.com

1845 Hwy. 63 W. Frontage Rd.
Cumberland, WI 54829

Area’s Largest
Variety of Wine,
Beer, Liquor,
Cigars, Gifts
& More!

• Selection of Over 500 Wines
• Over 600 Beers & Malt Beverages
• Many Wisconsin Beers & Wines
• Unmatched Liquor Selection
• Custom Order of Any Wine, Beer or
Liquor available in Wisconsin

• Lottery Tickets
• Kegs Available
• Weekly Beer & Wine Tastings
• Gift Items
ATM
• Cigars
• 24 Hour Ice Machine • ONLY $1

Your Destination for
Top Shelf &
Hard-to-Find Liquors!

Open 7 Days a Week!
8 am - 8pm

Master Card, Visa
& Discover Accepted

Like us on Facebook for weekly give aways!
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A Lookback!

Al Langenfeld-8lb Walleye

James Effertz-1lb Sunfish

Bob Catlin-17lb Northern

Nate Hargrove-6lb Walleye

Roy Wickstrom-12lb Northern

Dan Johnson-12lb Northern

Photo’s courtesy of Indianhead Sport Shop!
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50 Point Buck!

The front page of the Advocate December 9th, 1937.

The Deer Hunt of 1937; The 50-Point Buck

Sisters JulieAnne (left) and Kayla Johnson skating at “Title Town” just outside of
Lambeau Field in Green Bay.

Cumberland Tire
1060 Elm St

Quality
Tires

(Across from the bean factory)

715-822-4344

All Types of Tires!

Quality
Service

Car • Truck • Farm • ATV • Snow • Semi

Most Major Brands

See Us for
ALL Your
Goodyear • Michelin • Dunlop
Winter Tire
Uniroyal & much more!
Needs!
Semi – New or Recaps
Car, Truck, Implement & Farm Rims

Deer hunting has been a
tradition in Wisconsin going
back to the mid-1800s. So
big that in 1887, the Governor of the State appointed the
first game wardens to help
monitor the sport at a salary
of $600 a year.
As we moved into the
1900s, a license to hunt cost
$1.00. By 1903, 78,000 licenses had been sold. Unfortunately, by 1910, however, the deer population
had dropped to record low
numbers due to unregulated
hunting.
With the entire season of
1924 harvesting only 7,000
deer, the State Legislature
responded by passing a
law closing the gun season in alternate years. Thus
deer hunting was outlawed
in 1927, 1929, 1931, 1933
and 1935. Finally in 1937,
the State decided things had
improved enough to allow
a three-day season, which
would become the shortest
season in state history.
Cumberland area hunters
were excited to hit the woods
on November 27, the first
day of the hunt. There had
been close to 29,000 deer

taken during the previous
year. It wasn’t ideal weather
conditions, however, as
the first real taste of winter
wouldn’t come until December 9, when a snowstorm finally hit the area. It had been
a dry summer, help leading to
two major fires in the area on
November 4, burning over
50 acres along the shores of
Beaver Dam and Sand Lake.
Most hunters stayed in the
area, with only 29 counties
being involved in the season.
Forked horn bucks were now
legal by a new law passed the
previous year.
It would be a mostly a disappointing hunt as the Advocate headline in the December 2 paper would indicate
reading, “Many Hunters,
but Few Deer is the Story of
the 1937 Season.” Statistics
would show there would be
two deer harvested for every
nine hunters. The exception,
however, would come from
an Almena man, hunting
North of McKinley just into
Burnett County.
It was 1:30 pm that Saturday, when Homer Pierson
jumped a buck. As the animal moved away at approxi-

mately 60 yards, Pierson
dropped the deer with a clean
shot. He walked up to what
was something special.
The Advocate would describe the buck saying, “Fifty points graced the head of
the buck and it was a young
one.” It would dress out at
214 pounds and local residents were told, “To come
and count them for yourself,
if you don’t believe it.” The
paper would say that hundreds of people would do
just that. At the time, it created such a stir, that even
then Vice-President of the
United States, John A. Garner, inquired about it. It featured a gross typical score of
192 0/8”, but add in 46 1/8”
abnormal points and only
4 2/8” in deductions, and it
was considered a tremendous rack!
There would be less than
11,000 deer taken during
that three-day hunt. Another
estimated 300 would die
from auto collisions or illegal poaching. None would
get the attention of the State
more, however, than the one
shot by Pierson.

Sledding!

General Repair Services:

Oil Changes • Brake Jobs • Exhaust • Tune-ups

WE WILL PICK-UP WITHIN CUMBERLAND CITY LIMITS!
Hours:

Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00
Closed Sat. & Sun.

Tire Pressure
Monitoring System
CERTIFIED
Family Owned &
Operated

More Tread • Less Bread!

Photo submitted by the Bussewitz’s.

The Cumberland Ski Jump!
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Shallow Lake Fishing Fun!

The Cumberland Ski Jump
By Mark R Fuller
The City of Cumberland loves its sports and is
known for its lakes, golf
course, and numerous high
school sports. This extended winter, however, takes
us back to a time when the
Island City also offered a
pair of ski jumps for the
residents of the Island City.
Building them was the
idea of John Plichta, a
High School Teacher who
joined the District in the
fall of 1928. Plichta had a
strong background in ski
jumping, including some
time spent in New York
with the Lake Placid Ski
Jumping Club. Once featured in a picture in the
Saturday Evening Post as
he made a jump in Lake
Placid, he would continue
his passion while here, by
participating in a jumping
contest in Superior.
That first fall, Plichta
promoted a campaign
to build jumps in Cumberland. He was given a
five-year lease by Magnes
Wolke to build on his land
on the back road to the golf
course, not far from where
Hines Lakeview Drive
stands today.
The plan included a beginners jump of 33 feet
and larger jump of 70 feet.
John Erickson was to be

the contractor, while Nels
Anderson and Nels Oslund
donated their time. The two
towers were to be wired by
the telephone companies
to keep them from falling
during a storm. The cost
for the project was estimated at $200.00.
By
December,
the
money was raised and the
jumps completed. Most of
the money came in $1.00
and $2.00 donations. The
largest amount raised was
a $13.00 donation from the
faculty of the high school.
The Advocate said those
involved in construction
felt, “Cumberland was a
pioneer in a sport which
will become a favorite
sport everywhere in the
near future.”
Many people would try
the jump with both successes and failures. Among
the best jumpers were Vernom and Raymond Nyman, who joined Plichta
for jumping events in Superior. They did well despite all their training being done on Cumberlands
small hill.
The School system also
held contests with the high
school kids jumping off
the big hill and students
from junior high through
fourth grade leaving from

the 33-foot smaller hill. In
awarding places, one point
was granted for each foot
jumped and five points
were deducted for a fall.
In the first Tournament,
Raymond Nyman won the
senior boys division with
34 points.
Admission was charged
to help pay for upkeep
and additional lumber to
maintain the project. Cross
Country races were also
part of Tournament day.
The hill was to run every
Saturday and Sunday, “Until the snow lasts.”
Everything would be
fine until July of 1930,
when “One of the worst
windstorms to ever devastate this section” hit town
on a Sunday night. Several
buildings and silos in the
area were toppled. Unfortunately, among the casualties were Cumberlands
ski jumps.
Plichta would leave
town the following spring
to take a teaching position
in his hometown of West
Allis. The jumps would
become part of the history
of the city and were never
rebuilt. For a little less than
two years, however, Cumberland had been part of
ski jumping lore thanks to
Plichta.

Luanne Pechacek having fun catching fish on Shallow Lake. Photo by Terry
Pechacek.

Chris Pechacek jigged up a Northern Pike! Photo by Terry Pechacek.
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Jacob Snyder with a very unique Snowman. Photo by Ed Snyder.

KINDLED HEARTH
FIREPLACE STORE

Downtown Cumberland • (715) 822-5355

$1,000 Fish!

Jeremiah Johnson won $1,000.00 with a 5.01 lb Northern Pike at last years
WI State Ice Fishing Contest. This years event takes place on Saturday, February 6th on Beaver Dam Lake.

ALMENA VFW POST 8512
& VET’S CLUB
Open Wednesday thru Sunday
Noon ‘til Closing
Closed Monday & Tuesday

Bar • Restaurant
Daily Specials &

Hours:
Monday-Friday 9-5
& Saturday 9-1

Pellet • Wood • Gas • Electric
We Service All Brands!
Find Us on Facebook!

www.kindledhearthfireplacestore.com

We will be celebrating75 years as Post 8512
next October 16, 2021. Plan on joining us!
More details as we get closer to that date!

Thank you for your support!

201 E. Soo Ave. , Almena

On main ATV & Snowmobile Trail

715-357-3558
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JJS Auto Body Clinic

715
822-2600
LLC

Complete Car & Truck Body Repair

OVER 130 YEARS COMBINED EXPERIENCE

Greg

John Bruce

Jim

Pam

511 22nd Avenue
(just off Hwy 63)
Cumberland

We’ll get you
back on the road
& looking great!

Glass Replacement
Spray-in Bedliners
Drop off for
PRAX AIR

Cumberland Healthcare
1110 Seventh Avenue
Cumberland, WI 54829
715-822-7500

Turtle Lake Center
632 US Hwy 8
Turtle Lake, WI 54889
715-986-2022

Athletic Health
Behavioral Health/Counseling
Cardiac Rehabilitation
Cardiology
Diabetic Management
Emergency Medical Services
Endocrinology
Hand Surgery
Family Medicine
Gastroenterology
General Surgery
Inpatient Medical/Surgical
Nephrology
Occupational Therapy
Oncology/Hematology

Ophthalmology
Orthopedic Surgery
Pain Management
Pathology
Physical Therapy
Plastic Surgery
Podiatry
Pulmonary Medicine
Radiology
Respiratory Therapy
Sleep Medicine
Speech/Language Therapy
Swing Bed
Urology
Women's Health
Wound Healing
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Aspen Acupuncture Clinic
Located in Magic Touch Massage • 1268 2nd Ave. • Cumberland

ACUPUNCTURE • REIKI
MASSAGE • REFLEXOLOGY
NEW! NOW AVAILABLE!

OXYGEN THERAPY

Uncle Scott with great nephew Mason enjoying a snowmobile ride. Photo by
Colleen Johnson.

• Natural remedy for headaches, migraines and hangovers.
• Improves digestion and cell metabolism.
• Relieves muscle stiffness, supports pre-athletic performance.
• Lessons Chronic Fatigue Syndrome and gives you better sleep

Appointments? Call 715-822-4418 or
book online at www.aspenacupuncture.com

Kevin Johnson finishing his second Birkebeiner. Pictured with sisters Kayla
(left) and JulieAnne.

Banking on Relationships,
INVESTING IN OUR

COMMUNITIES
■

Ag, Business & Personal
Loans, Mortgage & Home
Equity Loans

■ Checking, Savings, CDs,
HSAs & IRAs

■ Online & Mobile Banking,

Mobile Deposit, Bill Pay &
Remote Deposit

The area’s premier massage therapy service provider
Therapeutic Massage
Deep Tissue • Swedish

Danielle Nugent, Owner
VISIT US ONLINE:

dairystatebank.com
1405 2ND AVE, CUMBERLAND | 715-822-8316
RICE LAKE | MENOMONIE | BIRCHWOOD | COLFAX | CUMBERLAND
DOWNSVILLE | HAUGEN | PRAIRIE FARM | TURTLE LAKE | WHEELER

Member FDIC

1268 2nd Ave. • Cumberland WI

715-419-0905

Book online at:
www.cumberlandmassage.com
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HARDWARE & LUMBER

Home of the Helpful Hardware Folks

2421 Superior Ave. • Cumberland, WI • 715-822-8459

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK• Monday - Friday 8 am - 5 pm • Saturday 8 am - 4 pm • Sunday 10 am - 2pm
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Doesn’t get any better!

Kids and adults alike can’t help but smile when sledding! Photo by Deb Margotto.

Jack and Gunner sitting by a fire on Beaver Dam Lake waiting for a flag.
Photo by Deb Tempesta.

OPEN 7
DAYS A WEEK!

715-822-4541

A beautiful sight at Timberland Hills Ski Area!

HOURS:
7 am - 10 pm

1170 Second Ave. • Cumberland, WI

FRESH PRODUCE • DELI • BLUE RIBBON MEATS
PROPANE TANK EXCHANGE • WOOD BUNDLES

Cumberland Anglers Take to the Ice
By Mark R. Fuller
On any given day, one
can drive around the Island City during the winter
and see fisherman enjoying their time on the ice.
Whether in a heated shack
or sitting on a bucket on a
warm afternoon, it has become one of the favorite
winter activities for Cumberland area residents.
One can only imagine the
changes that have taken
place in the sport over the
last 100 years.
In fact, one of the first
stories I found in the Advocate was a 1905 article
entitled, “Deadly Perils
of Fisherman in the Frozen North.” There were
even some individuals in
Cumberland’s early days,
who questioned whether it
should be done at all.
In a March, 1915, Advocate, Polk County Assemblyman Axel Johnson
said, “A law prohibiting
fishing through the ice
would probably be a great
protection to game fish and
give the real “sport” a better chance, as it is usually
the pot fisherman, who indulges in the pastime.” Not
sure what he meant, but it
didn’t sound good.
If it was to be done, there
were others who at least
wanted to keep it from
happening on Sundays.
A November 16, 1922,
article in the Advocate
reviewed a new Sunday
enforcement law that had
been published in the previous weeks paper.
Keeping up with the sentiment of some, the article
made it unlawful to play
cards, gamble, sell gasoline, hunt, fish, go on joy
rides, or attend a concert
on Sunday. Again, I’m not
sure how well or how long
this law was followed in
Cumberland.
For sure, Ice fishing did
grow with some limitations. A December 12,
1929, Advocate article laid
out three options that were
made available. For some
lakes, there was no ice
fishing allowed at all, for
others only until January
1, and for other lakes, no
restrictions.
One local resident, Alex
Swainson, disagreed with
any ban on winter fishing. In December of 1930,
he opposed the January

1 closing by saying “The
fish in Wildcat Lake (Two
miles North of Cumberland) are dying of old age.”
He said he had caught 2 ½
pound crappies in the lake
that were, “Too old and too
tough for good eating.”
The Advocate responded
by saying to Mr. Swainson,
“There can be little question that fishing through
the ice materially decreases
the number of fish on all
kinds in our lakes, which
automatically decreases the
attraction for summer visitors. Anyway, you ought
to be able to catch enough
fish, before the season closes, to last you the winter.”
By February of 1931,
the Advocate again gave
their opinion that a closed
season on Ice Fishing was
a good law. It went on to
say, “It is quite evident that
much of the demand for a
suspension of a closed season comes from the fish
hogs, who enjoy ice fishing and have plenty to eat
without the fish. To aid the
poor, however, the conservation commission through
its deputies, could issue
permits to those in need,
authorizing them to fish
through the ice during this
closed season.”
The close of Ice fishing after January 1, was
established by the Wisconsin
Conservation
Commission, who could
issue a fine of not less than
$50.00, for anyone caught
violating this law. In January of 1931, the Advocate, on behalf of Deputy
Warden Erwin Linn, announced that new Ice fishing laws, “Have not passed
and probably will not.”
By 1939, a majority of
the State still supported
a January 15 close, but
slowly the season began
to expand and more lakes
were opened up to winter
fishing. Although prohibiting night fishing, by
the late 30’s, the season
moved from January 15
for northern and walleye
to March 15 for Perch and
Crappies. In 1940, the season was moved back to
March 1 for one year.
People began to enjoy the sport with new
pleasures. A December,
17,1936, Advocate article
described a trip to Spooner

by a local group that included a “Snugly built
trailer that included builtin cupboards and benches
with lights that could be
connected to the car battery.” Yes, the ice shack
had made an appearance.
Shacks were permissible in some counties, although Barron and Polk
banned them much longer
that some of Wisconsin’s
other counties.
Things soon accelerated
to the point that a December 15, 1949, Advocate
announced that “Ice Fishing is now Wisconsin’s
leading winter sport.”
By the 1950’s, new
gadgets and Tournaments
became part of the season. In December of 1953,
the paper announced a
new European gadget by
a German inventor that
could be used to give an
electric shock to a hooked
big fish to, “Make it unconscious and more easily
hauled in.”
In December of 1954,
the Cumberland Civic
Club sponsored a Tournament, whose winners
included Velmer Barrows
with a 15-pound northern
and Mel Flottum with a
nine-pound walleye. That
same year, the Cumberland Fire Department held
a contest on Collingwood
Lake, won by Art Erickson
with a two-pound, eightounce northern.
Unfortunately,
some
would use unfair methods
to win. A contest in OsseoFairchild in 1956, included
a man who was caught
smuggling in a fish under
his overalls. The Advocate said, “Thank heavens
that didn’t happen around
here.”
Today, ice fishing continues to be one of our
State’s most popular winter activities. It has become a family affair in
which, if you’re lucky, you
may even get a dinner out
of it. It has come a long
way from the old idea that
it would be harmful to the
number of fish as well as
our summer tourism. It has
become, instead, another
reason to spend the months
of December, January, and
February in the “Island
City.”
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Big Smiles!

Snowshoeing is just one of many awesome winter activities. Photo by the
Johnson’s.

Aaron • Jill • Steve
or 715-205-4164 (Cell)
An ice drilling contest between a pair of early Ardisam Augers in the 1960’s.
Eskimo has became a global name in ice fishing.
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Snowmobiling can be
exhilarating and a fun past
time for the winter season, but it can also be very
dangerous if the proper
safety precautions are not
taken. To help keep you
safe, we’ve compiled a list
of important snowmobile
safety tips.
1. Take a snowmobile
safety course. Many states
require a snowmobile
certificate and each has
its own rules and regulations. A snowmobile safety
course will instruct you
on how to ride safely and
responsibly and teach you
the rules. It is especially
essential for the first time
drivers or riders. You will
learn riding techniques to
help you operate the snowmobile and avoid hazards.
2. Check the weather
forecast and trail conditions. It is always a good
idea to check the weather
and trail conditions to plan
ahead. If the trail is frozen,
the wind chill is too low, or
a blizzard with white out
conditions is in the forecast, you will want to plan
your ride for another day.
Checking the weather also
helps you select the proper
clothing for the day.
3. Wear appropriate
clothes and protective
gear. Staying warm and
dry during your ride will
make it more enjoyable
and safer. Wear a snowmobile suit, which commonly
consists of a jacket and in-

Snowmobile Safety Tips

sulated bibs. Under your
snowmobile suit, dress in
layers. Stay away from
cotton because if it gets
wet, it will freeze. Choose
polyester blends to wick
moisture away from your
body. In addition, wear
goggles or a face shield if
you do not have a full-face
helmet, socks (no cotton),
waterproof gloves, winter
hat, facemask and winter boots. Always wear a
DOT-approved helmet, not
only to keep you warm but
to also protect your head
from injury. Make sure
children have a helmet that
properly fits.
4. Inspect your snowmobile before your ride.
Make sure your snowmobile is running properly
before heading out on the
trail. Having your owner’s
manual handy on your ride
is a good idea for extra
safety. It is important to
follow the recommended
service schedule to keep
it maintained and running
smoothly. Before each ride,
check fuel and oil levels,
battery, brakes, drive belt,
skis, throttle, handlebars,
headlights and taillights.
Also, make sure you allow
your snowmobile time to
run for at least a minute to
warm up before taking off.
5. Bring a buddy. Riding with a friend or in a
group is fun and also safer,
especially on trails you
have never taken before.
Someone else can help you

The
Sp t
DOWNTOWN
CUMBERLAND

if your snowmobile breaks
down or if you get into an
accident. It is also recommended to tell a friend or
family member your plans
and route for your ride in
case you do get stranded.
Keep in mind that cell
phones don’t always work
in remote areas.
6. Carry a first-aid kit,
emergency kit and repair
kit. Keep a basic first-aid
kit in the snowmobile in
case of injury. It should include: disinfecting wipes,
bandages, hand sanitizer,
gauze, adhesive tape, and
band-aids. In addition,
carry and emergency kit
with waterproof matches,
flashlight, compass, map,
blanket, water, snacks
and a knife. A repair kit is
also essential and should
include: duct tape, tools,
spare belt, tow rope, spark
plugs and pry bar.
7. Stay alert. It is important to observant and
watch for obstacles in your
path, such as rocks, fallen
trees, barbed wire fences,
ditches, open water, other
snowmobiles, snow banks,
animals, hikers and skiers.
8. Avoid frozen rivers.
It is impossible to gauge
the thickness of ice. Ice can
easily crack and give away
under your snowmobile.
9. Do not speed. Driving at a moderate pace
will allow you to react to
an unexpected occurrence
on your trail and avoid an
accident. Many trails have

posted speed limits to follow.
10. Stay on the trail.
Marked trails are safer
because they have been
groomed for you and are less
likely to have hazards. Going
off trail can result in accidents because you are treading on unfamiliar terrain.
Also, many ‘public’ trails
run close to private property.
Unless you have received
permission from the landowner, stay on the marked
trail. Failure to do so can also
result in the trail being closed
to the public in the future. Be
a responsible rider by following the posted signs and trail
markers.
11. Driver should be the
age of 16 or older. It is also

strongly recommended by
the American Academy of
Pediatrics that children under
the age of 16 do not operate a
snowmobile. The reason for
this is because they may lack
the skills needed to safely
operate the vehicle and due
eo their stature can be easily
injured.
12. Children under the
age of six should never ride
as a passenger according
to the American Academy
of Pediatrics. The snowmobile can ride through and it
takes a strong person to hold
on tight, especially for long
periods of time. Children
younger than six lack this
strength.
13. Do not overload your
snowmobile. Make sure

you check your manufacturer’s guide for the approved
number of passengers and
also the amount of weight it
can carry. Exceeding these
maximums either from an
additional passenger or
heavy gear can increase your
chance of accidents and injuries.
14. Never drink and
drive. Just like driving a
car, operating a snowmobile
while impaired can lead to
delayed responses and cause
accidents.
15. Do not pull people
on anything behind your
snowmobile.
Snowmobiles are not designed to
pull sleds, skiers, or saucers and it is very unsafe
to do so.

LOCATED ON SNOWMOBILE
& ATV TRAILS!
We Serve FAMOUS BROASTED CHICKEN
Our Broasted
Chicken Recipe:

If the Colonel had our chicken ,
he’d be a general by now!

a pinch of spice, a dash of
honey & a touch of love!

715-822-4457

WEDNESDAY
Build Your
Own Burger

And Other Fine
Foods Such as..
• Hamburgers
FISH FRY
• Chicken
EVERY FRIDAY
• Wraps
11 am to Midnight
TACO
• Fish & Shrimp
TUESDAY
Sandwiches:
Hard Shell Tacos
• Salads
Hot Ham & Cheese JUMBO Softshell
• Appetizers French Dip or Philly
Tacos
• Homemade Brick
JUMBO
Wings
Oven Pizzas 12” & 16”
EAT IN
EVERY THURSDAY
• Homemade Soups & Chili
OR
Fish Fry with homemade
potato salad or French Fries,
coleslaw and garlic bread

PARKING BEHIND BUILDING

TAKE OUT!

Checking Accounts H All Types of Savings & CDs
Mobile Banking with Mobile Check Deposit
Internet Banking H Bill Pay H Zelle H Pay-a-Person
24 Hour ATM H 24 Hour Night Deposit
Saturday Drive-up Banking H Agriculture Loans
Home Mortgages & Equity Loans H Cabin Loans
Home Construction Loans H Boat Loans H Auto Loans
H Investment Services H

CUMBERLAND

1485 Second Ave. • Cumberland
EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

715-822-3311 • usbank.com
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Shallow Lake Ice Fishing Contest

Saturday, January 23rd is the date of this years Shallow Lake
Ice Fishing Contest. You are sure to have a good time!

WI State Ice Fishing Contest

The Wisconsin State Ice Fishing Contest will be held on Saturday, February 6th on Beaver Dam Lake. There are thousands of
dollars worth of prizes just waiting to be won!

INDIANHEAD SPORT SHOP
1 MILE WEST OF CUMBERLAND
JUNCTION OF HWYS. 63 & 48

DNR
Renewals
••DNR
Hunting
& Fishingfor
Licenses
Boats,
ATVs
&
Snowmobiles
• DNR Registration for Boats,
ATVs Line
& Snowmobiles
• Full
of Live Bait
••Full
Line Beer
of Live-Bait
Co
Cold
Off Sale
Com Our mpare
p
• Cold Beer -Off Sale Our P are Prices
!
rices
• Lures
!
• Lures
Rods
& Reels
••Rods
& Reels
••Pontoon
Trailer Rental
Jig Sticks
••DAKA
Docks
Tip-ups
• Carports
• Ice Jigs
• LP Exchange
LP Boats
Exchange
••Used
& Motors

Phone: 715-822-2164
Check Out Our BEER PRICES!!!
WINTER HOURS:

Mon. thru Fri • 8 am. - 5 pm
Saturdays 8 am - 3 pm
January-February
Open Sundays 8am - Noon
Weather Permitting

DAKA docks feature superior strength & durability
and are designed for easy roll-in/roll-out and safety. Built in 4 x 8 ft. sections, DAKA docks can be
custom-configured to fit your situation.

Check-out these DAKA features:

PRACTICAL CONSTRUCTION OPTIONS
Aluminum frame/removable vinyl or cedar deck
Painted steel frame/removable cedar deck
Hot dipped galvanized frame/removable cedar deck

12” DEEP TRUSS CONSTRUCTION & SUPERIOR
WELDS FOR EXCEPTIONAL STRENGTH

FULL LINE OF ACCESSORIES • 5 YEAR WARRANTY

PWC Lifts • Boat & Pontoon Lifts
See the strong, reliable & safe DAKA docks & lifts at:

INDIANHEAD SPORT SHOP
1 MILE WEST OF CUMBERLAND
JUNCTION OF HWYS. 63 & 48

Phone: 715-822-2164
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Finding Fish Under the Ice: Our Best Ice Fishing Tips and Techniques
Excerpted from USAngler.com
The real secret to catching
more fish is knowledge! The
more you know, the more fish
you’ll catch. These ice fishing
tips and techniques are proven winners.
Whether you’re ice fishing
for Walleye, Northern Pike,
Crappie, Perch or any other
type of fish it’s important to
know as much as you can
about the species you’re after.
You’ll find a lot of great
general tips below that relate to most species of fish.
But every species has its own
nature and characteristics so
follow these links for specific
information:
In many respects, ice angling differs from warmweather fishing. Dropping a
line in a hole you’ve cut in the
hard water doesn’t demand
much casting skill, and lure
selection changes radically,
too. And if you want a laugh,
bring your winter jigging rig
out onto the lake in July!
But one thing holds true no
matter the season: if you can’t
find the fish, you can’t catch
them.
The ice gives you full access to the lake, but it’s not
quite as easy as cranking
up your outboard or creeping around a point with
your trolling motor. Instead,
you’ll need to drill hole after hole, plan out a strategy,
and know–rather than guess–
where the fish are schooling.
Frigid temps and low oxygen
levels alter fish behavior, and
understanding how these factors make a difference separates seasoned pros from average Joes.
In short, it takes more skill,
more knowledge, and more
savvy to land crappie, perch,
muskies, and pike throughout
the winter season, and only
the best anglers can catch
their limit regularly. Want to
join their ranks? Study up!
We’ve put together a few
of our favorite tips and tricks,
and if you keep these in mind,
you’re sure to have better
luck.
Know your Weeds
As the days grow shorter
and the light dims, underwater vegetation starts to die.
As it does, its decomposition
depletes oxygen, which has
a systemic effect on levels
across the lake. Not only does
that make fish more sluggish,
adding to their cold-water
induced torpor, but it also
affects where they live and
feed, too.
As you drill holes in the
ice with your auger or snag
salad with your lure, take a
close look and smell. If what
you’ve pulled up is dead and
rotting, fish elsewhere. What
you want are green, fresh
weeds, especially later in the
season when fish are starved
for oxygen.
Live vegetation is still producing that life-giving gas,
and the fish will move closer
to healthy weed beds, especially as winter progresses.
In fact, much of the lake’s
life will move there, including the prey items crappie,
sunfish, and bluegill feed on.
And where these species go,
expect larger predatory fish
as well.

That’s why we like to target large, shallow lakes that
can support lots of underwater vegetation throughout the
winter.
Topography,
Structure,
and Oxygen
Topography is key, and the
best anglers know the bottom
of the lake they fish just as
well as they know the layout
of the furniture in their living rooms. “90 percent of the
fish are in 10 percent of the
water” isn’t just something
experience fishermen say–it’s
pretty much spot-on in our
experience.
The trick is to find that 10
percent, weekend after weekend, and it’s a lot more intensive than finding the deepest
water you can.
Weeds and Drop-offs
Many species like locations immediately adjacent to
a steep drop-off, and if there’s
a healthy weed bed there too,
it’s a prime spot. Weedy areas often supply shelter, good
sources of prey and oxygen,
and easy access to varying
water temperatures. Fish
enjoy these weedy liminal
zones, and they’re some of
our favorite places to drop a
line or two.
Points and Humps
The underwater landscape
of a long, narrow point is very
similar to a drop-off, and if
you work that point along its
sides and tip, there’s a good
chance you’ll find the fish
you’re looking for.
Humps, hills, and submerged ‘islands’ offer that
same topography, and it’s
important to learn to read the
bottom to know where fish
are likely to cluster. Because
they combine varying depth
with shallow water, where
vegetation can get necessary
light, fish love to school in
these locations.
Muddy Bottoms
Bluegill and other panfish
eat many different invertebrate species throughout
the winter, and if you know
where to find these prey
items, you’ll find what’s
feeding on them, too. Muddy,
‘sticky’ bottoms are prime
areas for these creatures to
make their homes, and you’ll
find bluegill and sunfish feeding on them throughout the
season.
Oxygen
Many ice anglers focus
their attention on the bottom.
But as oxygen levels plummet later in the season, fish
may be feeding higher in the
water column. Don’t assume
the bottom is the place to be.
Especially as oxygen levels
drop, fish may gather near the
surface where the water holds
more O2.
That’s especially true in
periods of deep snow, which
can prevent light from penetrating the water and limit
photosynthesis in underwater
vegetation.
Test patterns
In the summer, successful anglers will work an area
with systematic casts, covering as much water as possible
in search of strikes. Experienced ice fisherman use a
similar idea adapted for the
hard water.

At home with a topo map
in hand, they’ll identify the
best structure and plan a map
of test holes. Starting with
a grid as large as a football
field, they’ll plot a pattern to
cut a sizeable expanse of ice
into smaller sections. Moving from hole to hole with a
transducer, they’ll refine this
pattern by going ever smaller,
until they finally have a very
good idea where the fish are
and where to drill their final,
productive holes.
We’re not talking dozens
of holes in a 100-foot area–a
hole every 75 to 100 feet or
so will help you start to make
sense of where the fish are
congregating.
Move, move, move
You may not be as mobile
as you are in a boat while
you’re ice fishing, but following the fish is as important in
winter as it is summer.
If you’ve been jigging a
hole for more than a few
minutes with no action, and
you’ve switched lures and
presentations, it’s time to
move on. Those test holes
you’ve drilled through the ice
will pay off now, as you know
more than one good spot.
Twirl your Transducer
This is a tip that can revolutionize where you fish.
Most anglers lower their
transducers under the ice
and rely on the cone angle
to detect fish. But if you take
an extra step, you can know
whether you’re on a school
or just dead water. Gently
twirl your transducer by the
cable once it’s below the ice,
rotating the cone it produces
and extending its side-to-side
coverage.
You’ll see a lot more water
that way, though your flasher
will display fish as a lightning-fast blip.
Watch that dial carefully!
With the right lure and action, you can call those hungry predators to your tackle.
Chum
A final tip that can help attract sluggish fish is chum.
Before you try this technique,
check with your local wildlife
and fisheries department to
make sure it’s legal on the ice
you’re fishing.
Try mashing-up a few minnows and dropping them
into your hole or spilling a
handful of waxworms into
the water. The key here is to
distribute scent in the area
your fishing, enticing fish to
feed and giving predators that
come-hither call.
More Ice Fishing Tips
• Fishing smaller lakes
early in the year will give you
a longer ice fishing season
since they freeze faster.
• As the winter progresses,
move to larger lakes. Larger
lakes have more oxygen
which means the fish will be
more active.
•Fish relate to structure so
before you fish a lake, get the
best map you can and identify
the lakes structure. Look for
points, breaks, weed lines,
and underwater humps.
• During first ice fish the
points and bars that extend
from shore and the weed
lines. Mid winter look for fish
around the deeper structure

like mid-lake humps and rock
piles. As spring and spawning
get closer the fish will begin
to move shallower to where
they were during first ice.
• Follow the example of the
ice fishing pros and drill several holes at varying depths
around the structure your
fishing. If you don’t see any
fish on your flasher or catch
any fish in 15 minutes try another hole.
• Some fish, like Walleye
and Perch, are found close
to the lake bottom. Crappie
and Sunfish are normally suspended.
• Start by jigging larger
lures about a foot off the
bottom to attract and catch
the more aggressive fish. If
you’re seeing fish but not
catching them switch to a
smaller jig.
• While ice fishing, using
live bait is essential whether
you’re jigging, dead sticking,
using a bobber, or a tip up.
See the Tips & Techniques
for individual species for further information.
Tips By Species
Walleye Techniques and
Tips
• Pound the Ground – One
technique that we find productive for turning on finicky
walleye is to hit the bottom a
few times with our jig. This
creates a cloud of sediment
that looks to all the world like
a fish has disturbed the bottom, and the vibration created
by that pounding can help
draw nearby walleye to your
lure. Try alternating this with
jigging just off the bottom,
and you’re likely to get a few
more bites.
• Jig Aggressively – Gener-

ally, we recommend that you
start gentle and work your
way to more aggressive presentations. But with walleye,
ripping your lure a few times
can turn heads and entice
bites.
•
Sweeten,
Sweeten,
Sweeten – We can’t say this
enough–sweeten your lures
and jigs! A minnow head on
the ventral hook of a Chubby
Darter or Jigging Rap can often prove irresistible to walleye. And an Oddball rigged
with a minnow behind the
head is money. Try passing
the hook through the mouth,
out the gill, and back through
the body.
• Lure them up – Sometimes, you can see the walleye on your flasher but they
just won’t take your jig.
When this happens, try lifting your lure a few feet, and
then a few feet more, being
sure to retrieve line as you do
so. This can trigger the walleye to give chase, and if that
happens, stop and jig. You
just might get that bite you’ve
been looking for.
Crappie Tips and Tricks
• Get chumy – If you’ve
got live bait with you, try
mashing a few minnows or
worms into a paste and dropping them into the water.
That scent carries for quite a
distance, and acts as a dinner
bell for crappie. You’ll very
quickly discover whether
there’s a school holding to
the bottom or one suspended
just beyond your transducer
angle.
• Slow down – Crappie are
aggressive predators, but if
you fish them under the ice
like you would in open water,

you’re making a big mistake.
Cold-induced torpor slows
them way down, and your
presentation needs to slow
down to match. Jig gentle and
with finesse, try slow movements, and don’t expect the
fish to move far or fast.
• Use lighter line in winter – If you regularly use 4
pound test mono in summer,
you might try dropping to 2
in winter. Why? Crappie have
excellent eyesight, and the
thinner your line the better.
Experiment with nearly invisible fluorocarbon or superslender braided line, too. The
harder you make your line to
see, the more crappie will hit
your jig.
• Go small – 1/16th and
1/32 ounce jig heads are
about as big as you want to go
with hard water crappie, and
you need to keep in mind that
they won’t chase prey that’s
quite as large as they would
in summer.
Final Thoughts
The finest gear in the world
won’t have you catching fish
if you don’t know where to
find them, and winter presents
a unique set of challenges for
anglers. But if you study your
lake, do your homework, and
take a systematic approach to
cutting it down to size. You’re
sure to increase your luck on
the hard water. The most important tip to remember is to
have fun! You’ll learn some
things from this site and other
places but make sure you get
out there and put this information into practice every
chance you get.
For more tips on ice fishing
visit our website: usangler.
com/ice-fishing

Best sight ever!

If you love to ice fish, you know there is nothing better than walking up to a tip-up
that is spinning! Just ask Jack and Kyle Tempesta!
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AREA SKI TRAILS
BLUE HILLS TRAIL Bruce, Wis.
Trail Options: 20 + miles of trails groomed for classical and skating. Many intersecting
loops allow for tours of various configurations. Dogs permitted on the Westside Trails only
(west side of Firelane Road).
Trail Description: Daily trail grooming reports posted at: http://www.bluehillstrail.com,
Dedicated snowshoe trail starting from the warming house. Two loops - 1.45km and 1.13km
Facilities: Parking, pit toilet, warming building, snowshoe trails
Fees: Donations ($5 suggested)
Info: bluehillstrail@gmail.com
Website: http://www.bluehillstrail.com
COON LAKE TRAIL Frederic, Wis.
Trail Options: 5.3km groomed for skating and classical with segments of easy and intermediate difficulty and one series of steep, more difficult loops.
Trail Description:
5.3 km groomed for skating and classical with segments of easy and Intermediate difficulty
and one series of steep, more difficult loops. Active eagle nest on trail. Maps available at
trail head.
Facilities: Parking. Food and lodging nearby
Fees: Donations
Info: 715/ 327-4294, 800/222-POLK
Website: http://www.polkcountytourism.com

One of the beautifully groomed trails at Timberland Hills

ROCKMANS WOOD’S Barron, Wis.
Trail Options: 3.4km of trails through a mature oak-maple forest and 1.9km of open field
skiing for a total of 5.3km groomed to 12 feet wide with a classic track as conditions allow.
Two miles of snowshoe trails behind the high school in Barron.
Trail Description: The trail system consists of 3.4 km of trails through a mature oak-maple
forest on the south side of the City of Barron Wisconsin.
Facilities: Parking. Food, lodging, nearby in Barron.
Fees: Suggested daily trail fee donation is $5
Info: 715/ 537-6246 - Barron Co SWCD
Website: https://bantatrails.wordpress.com/
SPOONER CITY TRAIL Spooner, Wis.
Trail Options: 6 km. of beginner, intermediate, and advanced trails.
Trail Description:
Though it offers only six kilometers, it has a good variety of trail offerings with sections for
beginner, intermediate, and advanced skiers. Lighted trails.
Fat bikes allowed on a portion of the trails.
Facilities: Parking. Food, lodging, ski shop near by in Spooner.
Fees: Donations Accepted
Info: 800/367-3306
Snowshoeing Permitted
AMERICAN BIRKEBEINER TRAIL Cable, Seeley, & Hayward, Wis.
Trail Options: Point to point Birkie trail from Cable to Hayward, 42km. Point to point
Birkie Classic Trail from Cable to Cty. OO, 27km. Numerous loop options between Cty.
OO and the North End Cabin Trail Head.
Trail Description: The American Birkebeiner Ski Trail, better known as simply the Birkie
Trail, is the big game in town and there’s probably not another trail like it in the country.
Not only is it a single continuous trail of over 50 kilometers in length, it is without question, one of the most challenging nordic skiing experiences to be found anywhere. A series
of lighted loops are also available at the OO Trailhead.
Facilities: Trail Heads: Fish Hatchery Park - parking, pit toilet, warming building, food/
lodging and ski shop nearby; Mosquito Brook - parking, pit toilet; OO - parking, pit toilet,
warming building, water, food, Lighted trail
Fees: $10.00 daily/$30.00 annual per vehicle. $50.00 daily per bus ? Fish Hatchery Park,
Mosquito Brook, C
Info: 715/ 634-5025, birkie@cheqnet.net
Website: http://www.birkie.com/

Out enjoying a wonderful Winter’s day at Timberland Hills!

If you have bird feeders you know squirrels will do about anything for a free lunch!
Photo by Carol Horn

The Tempesta boys, Jack & Kyle, checking a tip-up on Beaver
Dam Lake
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A Winter Wonderland!

Scenes such as these are what makes this area so special. Photo by the Baviers.

Island Inn Motel

2245 Superior Ave. (Hwy. 63 N)
Cumberland, WI 54829

(715) 822-4100

Great for Vacations • Fishing & Hunting trips - ATVs welcome!
Family Reunions • Weddings & Other Group Accommodations
20 rooms • Singles, Doubles, Kings & Queens
Welcoming Lobby & Fireplace • FREE WiFi • Cable TV
www.staycumberland.com
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An awesome winter scene. Photo by Deb Margotto.

Friends Serving Friends

Mobile
Banking
Internet
Banking
715.822.2249
Lobby Hours

Mon-Thurs:
9:00 - 4:00
Fri:
9:00 - 4:30
Sat:
Closed

715.822.2249

1390 Second Avenue
Cumberland WI 54829
www.cumberlandfederal.com
cfbsupport@cumberlandfederal.com

Locally Approved Loans

Home Loans • Cabin Loans
Home Equity Loans • Consumer Loans
Savings Accounts • Checking Accounts

Drive-Up Hours

Mon-Wed:
7:45 - 4:00
Thurs-Fri:
7:45 - 4:30
Sat:
7:45 - 11:30

715.532.2095

312 W . 9th St., North, Suite 4
Ladysmith, WI 54848
www.cumberlandfederal.com
cfbsupport@cumberlandfederal.com

