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Perfect Snowman Snow!

Wren and Ralph got outside the house and built a snowman (with a little help from 
mom)  taking advantage of last weeks heavy wet snowstorm. The storm caused 
havoc but was enjoyed by kids. I guess that’s what is supposed to happen. Merry 
Christmas to all!

Lending A Helping Hand!

Cumberland Police Officer Dylan Feiertag and Chief of Police Heather Wolfe worked 
up a sweat helping clean sidewalks last Thursday morning on Main Street. The 
heavy snow caused quite the mess cancelling school and causing power outages 
throughout Northwest Wisconsin and beyond. Looks like more is in the forecast. 
Be safe out there!

Major Storm Hammers Area; 

Thousand Left Without Power

A Barron Electric crew member works to restore power after last week’s storm 
cause widespread power outages.

Last week’s big snow-
storm, which dumped over 
20 or so inches of snow 
started early Wednesday, 
December 14th, caused nu-
merous problems includ-
ing power outages affect-
ing over 56,000 people, 
according to Xcel Energy. 
Damaged power lines from 
heavy snow and broken tree 
limbs were the main prob-
lems.

Barron Electric had more 
than 9,000 members with-
out power that took sev-
eral days to repair. Senator 
Elect Romain Robert Quinn 

“Pretty” Big Mess!

called on Governor Evers 
last Friday to declare a State 
of Emergency in response 
to the severe winter storms 
that affected thousands in 
Northern Wisconsin. Quinn 
stated in a letter sent to 
Governor Evers, “The wet 
and heavy snow coupled 
with high winds, has dam-
aged infrastructure  and left 
many without power and 
heat. This is a dangerous 
situation. There are reports 
of plow trucks getting stuck 
as they work to clear roads” 
are some of what Quinn 
stated to Governor Evers. 

As we put this paper to-
gether we are preparing for 
yet another storm due to hit 
Wednesday and last into the 
weekend. Be as prepared 
as possible and be safe out 
there. The following is a 
press release from Barron 
Electric:

More than 90 workers 
assisted Barron Electric 
Cooperative crews with 
restoration efforts. Crews 
began restoration efforts on 
the evening of Wednesday, 
December 14, into Thurs-
day morning and continued 

The Cumberland School 
Board held their monthly 
meeting on December 16, 
concluding their business 
for 2022. Their next sched-
uled meeting is set for Janu-
ary 23. With no one asking 
to speak, the Board moved 
immediately into the action 
items.

The Board first approved 

a series of State policies and 
School Safety Drill require-
ments mandated for District 
compliance twice each year. 
This came following a Dis-
trict wide hold and secure 
drill earlier in the week with 
help from local Fire and Po-
lice Departments. 

Superintendent Dr. Barry 
Rose and the School Prin-

cipals discussed the drill 
and praised the students 
and teachers for their part in 
what was a “Very Success-
ful” compulsory event with 
only a few minor tweaks 
necessary in the three build-
ings.

The Board then dissolved 
the contract between the 

December School Board Meeting Wraps Up a 

Successful 2022

The signs of an impend-
ing Christmas were every-
where in Cumberland as 
the December 3, 1936 Ad-
vocate told of the recently 
placed evergreen arches and 
holiday wreaths that could 
be found along the entirety 
of Main Street. The article 
would go on to say, “The 
strings and colored lights go 

to make up a festive dress 
for the city.” The greens 
were purchased through do-
nations from the business-
men and were hung by the 
City Water and Light De-
partment.

The article would include 
a warning. “The department 
has become aware of boys 
with air rifles testing their 

marksmanship on the color-
ed light bulbs and strongly 
urges that such behavior is 
not conducive to the spirit 
of Christmas.”

A second article in the 
paper that week offered 
another opportunity to pre-
pare for the holidays. It told 
of a “Christmas Gift Style 

“The Island City Prepares for a 1936 

Christmas”
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Card of Thanks

Cumberland American Legion
Available to rent for 

Weddings, Parties, Reunions, etc.
Hall • Bar • Kitchen

Can be decorated to fit your needs. 
For More Info Contact 

715-822-4121

WINTER PARKING REGULATIONS
ALL NIGHT PARKING PROHIBITED:

There will be no parking on any city street 
between the hours of 2:30 a.m. and 6:00 
a.m. on any day between November 1 
through April 1. Violators may be ticketed 
or towed.

On Thursday, December 15th, DCA Manufacturing donated a $1,000 check to Margaret’s Project Santa along 
with a number of boxes and bags that employees from DCA collected throughout a couple of weeks. Pictured 
are Barb Muench excepting the check for Margaret’s Project Santa, and Steve Hawkenson, General Manager 
at DCA Manufacturing. 

Be unique!
Try a Flight!

Gift Certificates 
Available!

Romeo Aviation, Inc.
Cumberland Airport

715-554-0454
www.romeoaviation.com

Cumberland 
Baseball Association 

Annual Meeting
                   The annual meeting of members  
                      of the Cumberland Baseball
                Association, Inc. will be held on 

Wednesday, January 11, 2023 at 7 pm.
Upstairs at Nezzy’s. Public input welcome.                      
Cumberland Baseball Association, Inc.

This institution is an 
Equal Opportunity 

Provider

 Thursday, December 22
 Christmas Dinner: Ham, 

cheesy hash brown, 
dinner roll, broccoli, 

ice cream. MS/HS: Pizza
Friday, December 23

No School.
Monday, December 26 

Christmas Vacation.
Tuesday, December 27 

Christmas Vacation.
Wednesday, December 28

Christmas Vacation.

SCHOOL 
LUNCH

Lunch menu includes assorted 
fresh vegetables, salad bar, fresh 
fruit and 1/2 pt. milk. Menu is 

subject to change due to vendor 
availability.

Information regarding ETC events can be seen at
 www.cumberlandetc.com or you can "like" 

ETC on Facebook or watch the Advocate

ETC is located at 1595 2nd Avenue • Cumberland, WI
(across from Cumberland Elementary School)

ENRICHMENT 
THROUGH CULTURE 

thanks our patrons, our sponsors 
and our financial supporters for
 another successful year of art,

 plays and music!

Merry Christmas & 
Happy New Year!

Come...Worship with us
Christmas Eve

Saturday • December 24th
 4:00 pm

Augustana Lutheran Church
1025 Second Avenue • Cumberland, WI

Family Worship in the Great Hall

7 Days a Week • 8am - 8 pm  715-822-4777

& More Sale $11.99
Shine Cheer

12 pks 

Sale $15.99

Lots of 
Gift Sets 

To Choose From!!

Tom & Jerry 
Mix Available!!

OPEN: 
Christmas Eve 8am-8pm
Christmas Day 8 am-3 pm

LOUIE’S FINER MEATS:LOUIE’S FINER MEATS:  
S a t u r d a y,  D e c e m b e r  2 4  •  8  a m  -  4  p mS a t u r d a y,  D e c e m b e r  2 4  •  8  a m  -  4  p m

S u n d a y,  D e c e m b e r  2 5  •  C L O S E DS u n d a y,  D e c e m b e r  2 5  •  C L O S E D

M o n d a y,  D e c e m b e r  2 6  •  C L O S E DM o n d a y,  D e c e m b e r  2 6  •  C L O S E D

S a t u r d a y,  D e c e m b e r  3 1  •  8  a m  -  4  p mS a t u r d a y,  D e c e m b e r  3 1  •  8  a m  -  4  p m

S u n d a y,  J a n u a r y  1  •  C L O S E DS u n d a y,  J a n u a r y  1  •  C L O S E D

M o n d a y,  J a n u a r y  2  •  C L O S E DM o n d a y,  J a n u a r y  2  •  C L O S E D

LOUIE’S LODGE: LOUIE’S LODGE: 
S a t u r d a y,  D e c e m b e r  2 4  •  8  a m  -  4  p mS a t u r d a y,  D e c e m b e r  2 4  •  8  a m  -  4  p m

S u n d a y,  D e c e m b e r  2 5  •  C L O S E DS u n d a y,  D e c e m b e r  2 5  •  C L O S E D

M o n d a y,  D e c e m b e r  2 6  •  C L O S E DM o n d a y,  D e c e m b e r  2 6  •  C L O S E D

S a t u r d a y,  D e c e m b e r  3 1  •  8  a m  -  8  p mS a t u r d a y,  D e c e m b e r  3 1  •  8  a m  -  8  p m

S u n d a y,  J a n u a r y  1  •  1 0  a m  -  4  p mS u n d a y,  J a n u a r y  1  •  1 0  a m  -  4  p m

M o n d a y,  J a n u a r y  2  •  C L O S E DM o n d a y,  J a n u a r y  2  •  C L O S E D

Correction to Holiday Hours

Margaret’s Project Santa!
Our deepest thanks to all 

those who helped care for 
our mother, grandmother 
andgreat grandmother. 

Dr. Carlson, the devoted 
and caring staff at Cum-
berland Care and Rehab 
and St. Croix Hospice. 
Thank you to the Skin-
ner Funeral Home for 
seemlessly handling all 
the funeral arrangements 
on behalf of our family. 
Shirley’s kindness and 
gentleness will be missed 
by all who knew her.

Family of Shirley 
Mack

Roxanne (Gary) 
Marsh

Candy (Greg) Nelson
Tony (Fabiola) Marsh, 

Michael, Jordon and 
LaJoie 

Anna Marsh
Cory (Hannah) Nelson, 

Ivin and Jack
Brandon (Tiffany) 

Nelson

CUMBERLAND 
SCHOOL DISTRICT NEWS 

Upcoming Events
Thursday, December 22

7:40-8:10 am 4K BASE meeting • 5:45-9:15 pm CHS Girls & Boys DH 
BB Home vs Grantsburg • 7-9:00 pm CHS Boys Hockey at DC Everest

Friday, December 23
No School - Christmas Vacation • Middle School Gym Closed for 

Resurfacing
Saturday, December 24

No School - Christmas Vacation • Middle School Gym Closed for 
Resurfacing • CCE: 1:00-3:00 pm Pickle Ball 

Sunday, December 25
No School - Christmas Vacation • Middle School Gym Closed for 

Resurfacing • CCE: 6-7 pm Men's Basketball • 6:30-8:30 pm Open ES 
Gym for Soccer

 Monday, December 26
No School - Christmas Vacation • Middle School Gym Closed for 
Resurfacing • 12-2 pm pm HS Boys V/JV BB practice • 4-5:30 pm 

HS Girls BB practice • CCE: 4:30-5:30 pm Choose Fit (bench step)  
Tuesday, December 27

No School - Christmas Vacation • Middle School Gym Closed for 
Resurfacing • 8-10 am HS Boys BB Practice (V/JV) • 10-11:30 am HS 

Girls BB practice • CCE: 7:30-10 pm Adult Volleyball
Wednesday, December 28

No School - Christmas Vacation • Middle School Gym Closed for Re-
surfacing • 8-10 am HS Boys BB practice (V/JV)  • 6-8 pm CHS Girls 
V BB at Bayfield • CCE: 4:30 pm Choose Fit (Bench Step) • 6-7 pm 

Men's Basketball • 6-8 pm Pickle Ball

Community Ed Offerings

Hike/Snowshoe Events 
2022-2023 Dates Announced!

@ 10 am each date
D01/21/23 Explore Beaver Dam/Cumberland w/Lori Hopkins 

(meet East of Cumberland @ landing just West of the brush dump)
D02/04/23 Luminary with Scott & Colleen Johnson

@ Firefly Fields (Time TBA)
D02/11/23 Hike the Timberland Lighted Trail with Pam Baker

D03/04/23 River Doc Trails with Claire Janty
(Watch and listen for more exact information 

and directions as the date draws near)
QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS? 

Please contact: Susan Bridger CCE Director
 sbrid@csdmail.com / 715-822-5121 ext. 403

THE CUMBERLAND FITNESS CENTER!!!
Come & Check out the Cumberland Fitness Center!

Come join us in 2023 - New Year & New You!!
Located in the Cumberland High School 

FREE @ THIS TIME!
OPEN: Monday-Friday 6:00-8:00 am

Monday-Thursday  4:00-7:00 pm
Never visited the CFC? No Problem!

Come and let our "very" qualified and friendly staff 
demonstrate for ou our new 

"state-of-the-art" cardio and weight equipment!
 Questions or concerns? Contact:   Susan Bridger CCE Director 

715-822-5121 ext. 403 or sbrid@csdmail.com
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SOME OF THE LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS OR GROUPS LOUIE’S FINER MEATS 
HAS SUPPORTED SO FAR THE FIRST 3 QUARTERS OF 2022, AT SOME LEVEL, 
FINANCIALLY, OR WITH PRODUCT, SERVICES OR IN KIND CONTRIBUTIONS.

WE ARE HAPPY THAT WE ARE ABLE TO ASSIST. 

THANK YOU TO THE COMMUNITY, AND OUR CUSTOMERS FOR 

THEIR SUPPORT AND TO OUR EMPLOYEES TO MAKE THIS POSSIBLE.
SHOP WITH A COP, BARRON COUNTY HISTORICAL MUSEUM, LEADERSHIP BARRON
COUNTY, APPLE RIVER FIRE DEPARTMENT, BARRON COUNTY FAIR, WISCONSIN 4-H
FOUNDATION, UNITED CEREBRAL PALSY, VENTURE’S UNLIMITED, ST. ANTHONY’S
CATHOLIC CHURCH, ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH, FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH,
SEELEY LIONS CLUB, STONE LAKE LIONS CLUB, SHELL LAKE LIONS CLUB, SHELL LAKE
SCHOOL DISTRICT, SHELL LAKE FFA, FARM TO TABLE FOUNDATION, CUMBERLAND
FIRE DISTRICT, CUMBERLAND POLICE DEPARTMENT, BARRONETT CIVIC CLUB,
CUMBERLAND MUNICIPAL UTILITY, CUMBERLAND CITY GARAGE, CUMBERLAND YOUTH
SOCCER, WALLEYE’S UNLIMITED, WHITETAIL UNLIMITED, TURKEY FEDERATION,
ROCKY MOUNTAIN ELK FOUNDATION, PROJECT SANTA, KINSHIP, BOY’S AND GIRLS
CLUB, MCKINLEY METHODIST CHURCH, CUMBERLAND BOY SCOUTS, CUMBERLAND
FRIENDS OF SCOUTING, CHIPPEWA VALLEY COUNCIL, CUMBERLAND CUB SCOUTS,
CUMBERLAND GIRL SCOUTS, ETC, AMERICAN LEGION, AMERICAN LEGION 
AUXILIARY, CASTA, PREGNANCY HELP CENTER, BREAST CANCER AWARENESS, SUICIDE 
PREVENTION, CUMBERLAND HIGH SCHOOL BAND, BAGA BUNNIES, CUMBERLAND
EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION, CUMBERLAND ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, CUMBERLAND
MIDDLE SCHOOL, BEAVER RIDGE, CUMBERLAND YOUTH HOCKEY, CUMBERLAND
BASEBALL, CUMBERLAND BASKETBALL, CUMBERLAND FOOTBALL, SHELL LAKE
FOOTBALL, TURTLE LAKE FOOTBALL, TURTLE LAKE SCHOOLS, TURTLE LAKE JUNIOR
ACHIEVEMENT, TURTLE LAKE TRACK, EATS, SALVATION ARMY, GREAT LAKES
FORESTRY, RED CEDAR SYMPHONY, NUMEROUS FUNDRAISERS FOR BENEFITS,
CUMBERLAND CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, CUMBERLAND FIREWORKS, WISCONSIN ICE
FISHING TOURNAMENT, SHELL LAKE TRAPSHOOTERS, CUMBERLAND ICE FISHING
CLUB, MS SOCIETY, DEER DONATION PROGRAM, CUMBERLAND FOOD PANTRY, ISLAND
CITY FOOD COOP, KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS-CUMBERLAND, KNIGHTS OF
COLUMBUS-RICE LAKE, 5O PEOPLE WHO CARE, CUMBERLAND UNITED FUND, MOOSE
LODGE, ST. JOSEPH’S RICE LAKE, ST. JOSEPH’S SHELL LAKE, ST. FRANCIS SPOONER,
AMERICAN RED CROSS-CUMBERLAND, FAIREST OF THE FAIR, UNIVERSITY OF
WISCONSIN BARRON COUNTY - EAU CLAIRE, KINSHIP, ICE AGE TRAIL, CUMBERLAND
HEALTH CARE, CUMBERLAND SENIOR CITIZENS, CUMBERLAND SPICETTES, ST.
ANTHONY’S CCW, NORTHERN LAKES CHURCH, JR. BEAVERS 4-H, NORTHWOODS
FIGURE SKATING, MISS CUMBERLAND, ST. ANTHONY’S YOUTH, SONS OF THE
AMERICAN LEGION, SECTION 10 4-H, ISLAND CITY SNOWMOBILE AND ATV CLUB,
CUMBERLAND VOLLEYBALL, VERMILLION CRUISERS 4-H, CHRIST ZION CHURCH,
CUMBERLAND KIWANIS, RICE LAKE SHOOTING SPORTS, GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH,
CHISAGO LAKES HOCKEY ASSOC., TEE UP FOR KIDS, BARRON SPOTLIGHTERS,
AMERICAN HEART ASSOCIATION, BARRON COUNTY DHHS, DALLES SADDLE CLUB,
BARRON VFW, CLAYTON VOLLEYBALL, ISLAND CITY MUSIC SERIES, WASHBURN
COUNTY 4-H, HUNT HILL AUDUBON, AMERICAN BIRKEBEINER FOUNDATION,
NORTHWOODS TECHNICAL COLLEGE, UW-RIVER FALLS, UW-MADISON.

Louie’s Finer MeatsLouie’s Finer Meats
PO Box 134• Cumberland, WI 54829

715-822-4728
lfm@louiesfinermeats.com

LOUIE’S FINER MEATS - CONTRIBUTIONS

Last weeks heavy snowfall caused major issues throughout Northwest Wisconsin and beyond. Pictured here 
a pine tree fell across County Hwy H Saturday morning December 17th.

Donation!

HUGE thank you to Ryan Standaert with Peter and Annie’s Coffee Shop and Cafe, Pendleton Pawn and Get’er 
Gone Auctions for donationg $2,500 to help fund the first year of our new (coming soon) Flock Safety Came-
ras! We appreciate the donation very much and hope these cameras will help make the City of Cumberland 
an even safer place to live.

Snowfall is causing many problems!

Every year about this time, 
I tell myself this football-
watching has to stop. Every 
Sunday, and some Mondays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays, I 
settle down in my recliner to 
watch the Vikings, who, year 
after year, disappoint.

And if I had converted to 
Packerism when I moved to 
Wisconsin, it would be the 
same: Big hopes for a great 
year, maybe the Super Bowl, 
and the hopes are dashed, 
sending the fan into a Sunday 
funk.

I come by this gridiron dis-
appointment honestly, hav-
ing grown up in Michigan 
watching the Detroit Lions, 
who, year after year, are one 
of the worst teams in the Na-
tional Football League. As a 
young boy, I remember sit-
ting on the living room floor 
in front of the black-and-
white television for the Sun-
day Lions game. I remember 
cheering the team to victory 
in the 1957 NFL champion-
ship game. 

That was the last champi-
onship the Lions won — 65 
years ago. Since then, the 
team has won just one play-
off game, has never appeared 
in the Super Bowl (which 
didn’t exist in 1957), but I 
followed that team until I 
moved to Minnesota in 1983. 
I switched my loyalties to 
the Vikings, who, it seemed, 
never lost to the Lions.

So, beginning in 1983, and 
continuing until now, my 
Sunday afternoon malaise is 
caused by watching the Vi-
kings, who have been in a 
few Super Bowls but never 
won the big game. The team 
from a relatively small town 
in Wisconsin has won four.

Despite Green Bay’s great-
er success over the years, I 
haven’t switched my support 
since moving to Wisconsin 
almost nine years ago. I’m 
able to get the Viking games 
on my TV in Cumberland, 
hunkering down each week 
to watch this team that will 
never fail to disappoint, even 
when they started this season 
with 11wins and three losses. 

I sit in my easy chair, but 
can’t relax, feeling my mus-
cles tighten with every run 
that is short of a first down, 
every run by the opponent 
that makes it to the first-down 
line, each pass that sails past 
the hands of a Viking receiv-
er and each opponent pass 

caught with no Viking de-
fender within 10 yards. 

In a season when almost all 
of the Minnesota wins were 
by just a few points, almost 
all in the closing seconds, I 
writhe in pain for three hours, 
using language that isn’t suit-
able for the Sabbath, and, af-
ter the final whistle, text my 
Viking-loving friend, Lori 
Bock, who is writhing at her 
home, with our weekly lie:  
“Never a doubt.”

Of course, there were 
doubts aplenty during the en-
tire three hours of agony.

Last Sunday might have 
been the worst. After the Vi-
kings, playing the mediocre 
Indianapolis Colts, fell be-
hind by 33-0 at the half, I tex-
ted Lori: “Are you watching 
this crap?”

Not wanting to admit she 
has intentionally subjected 
herself to this nonsense 
again, she replies: “We were 
having lunch so I was trapped 
in the same room as the TV.”

Then the Purple and Gold, 
as the team is known, came 
out for the second half and 
started scoring. With just 
minutes left, the team tied the 
Colts, putting the game into 
overtime. 

“Hate overtime,” Lori tex-
ted. “Heart rate 84.” 

“Heart stopped twice,” I 
responded.

“Only twice?” Lori asked. 
“Still feel my heart pound-
ing.”

With three seconds left in 
overtime, after our quarter-
back had thrown two inter-
ceptions and our star running 
back fumbled after a long 
run, and the refs made three 
calls against the Vikings that 
the TV commentators said 
were wrong, our kicker ac-
tually made a game-winning 
field goal.

It was the biggest come-
back in the history of the Na-
tional Football League. The 
front-page headline in the 
Sunday Minneapolis paper 
read: “From humbug to hal-
lelujah.” 

Yes, the Vikings won, but 
was watching this historic 
game worth the the pain and 
profanity? Will I be watching 
on Christmas Eve when this 
perpetually-disappointing 
team plays the New York Gi-
ants?

Never a doubt.
Larry Werner’s email is lh-

werner47@gmail.com.

Northwoods Notebook: Why 
do we endure the pain of 
football?By Larry Werner
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Opinion

Inside Wisconsin
by Tom Still

A Look Back

“Fusion energy breakthrough is huge, but other uses will come first”
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✍ Letters to the Editor: The 
Cumberland      Advocate wel-
comes letters to the editor, 500 
words or less on subjects of 
interest to our readers, however, 
the choice of any material is at 
the discretion of the editor. Let-
ters are limited to one per month 
per person.Letters endorsing or 
criticizing candidates for elected 
office will not be published two 
weeks prior to the election. 

The editor also reserves 
the right to edit letters to meet 
space requirements, clarify, or 
to avoid obscenity, libel, or inva-
sion of privacy. All letters must 
bear the handwritten signature 
of the writer and include the 
address and phone number(s) 
for verification purposes.

Poetry and thank you letters 
are not appropriate. There will 
be a charge for letters of thank 
you from individuals and they 
will be included with the paid      
notices, not with Letters to the 
Editor.

Weekly deadline is 
2:00 p.m. on 

Friday
MEMBER OF

WISCONSIN NEWSPAPER 
ASSOCIATION 

I couldn’t think of a more 
appropriate column for this 
week. Merry Christmas 
Everyone.  I miss you dad!          
Paul

Support
Your

Friends
and 

Neighbors

Shop

Cumberland

MADISON, Wis. – The 
running joke among scien-
tists and others engaged in 
nuclear fusion research is 
that genuine progress to-
ward producing energy is 
20 years away … and has 
been stuck 20 years out 
for decades.
 The breakthrough an-

nounced Dec. 13 by sci-
entists at the Lawrence 
Livermore National Lab-
oratory in California may 
mean fusion has reached 
a point where commer-
cial energy production 
is closer to a “hard” 20 
years away versus a per-
petually moving target.
 In the meantime, ex-

pect other uses of fusion 
in industrial and medical 
science to produce results 
much sooner – and in places 
as close to home as Rock 
County, Wisconsin.
 Greg Piefer, founder and 

chief executive officer of 
SHINE Technologies in 
Janesville, heads a com-
pany that recently re-
corded its first profitable 
quarter in industrial imag-
ing products and may be 
within a year of producing 
essential medical isotopes 
on a massive scale. He 
thinks the Livermore “mile-
stone” is a step toward clean 
energy that could power 
mankind for eons … but not 

next week, year or decade.
 “What happened at Liv-

ermore’s National Ignition 
Facility is a big deal. (Fu-
sion energy) is likely going 
to happen this generation,” 
Piefer said. “It just won’t be 
overnight.”
 Fusion is a reaction where 

two atoms of hydrogen 
combine, or fuse, thus re-
leasing energy, freeing 
neutrons and the harmless 
by-product of helium. It’s 
what takes place with the 
sun and the stars. The Liv-
ermore experiment was 
microcosm of those inter-
stellar furnaces: A labora-
tory experiment that pro-
duced more energy than it 
took to start the reaction.
 In a process that lasted 

about 100 trillionths of a 
second, a frozen hydrogen 
pellet encased in diamond 
was hit by 2.05 mega-
joules of laser-produced 
energy. The resulting 
reaction produced neu-
tron particles that carried 
about 3 megajoules of en-
ergy. It was a factor of 1.5 
in energy “gain,” enough 
to encourage scientists to 
keep trying.
 Piefer, who was a speak-

er at a March White House 
conference on commercial 
fusion, likened this brief 
example of fusion “igni-
tion” to holding a match 

against a cold log. Once 
that match is taken away, 
any progress toward start-
ing a lasting fire will end.
 Much closer to reality 

is industrial imaging test-
ing with neutrons, which 
SHINE conducts, as well 
as production of medical 
isotopes using small-scale 
fusion reactions.
Isotopes such as Molyb-

deum-99, Iodine-131 and 
Xenon-133 are used wide-
ly today, respectively, for 
heart disease and cancer 
diagnosis; as a treatment 
for hyperthyroidism and 
thyroid cancer; and to 
help diagnose lung prob-
lems. They are produced 
through nuclear fission, 
however, which comes 
with safety and prolifera-
tion issues while making 
for a fragile supply chain.
 Once SHINE’s Chrysa-

lis facility in Janesville 
is complete, it will have 
a capacity of 20 million 
doses of Molybdenum-99 
per year – or roughly 
half the North American 
need. It will also be able 
to produce millions of 
doses of Iodine-131 and 
Xenon-133. If all goes as 
planned, a second plant 
will open in the Neth-
erlands in 2026 to meet 
European demand and to 
shorten the half-life ship-

ping hurdles of radioac-
tive isotopes.
 A second Rock Coun-

ty company, NorthStar 
Medical Radioisotopes, 
is already producing Mo-
lybdeum-99 through a 
different process, so the 
possibility exists that 
Wisconsin could become 
the medical isotope capi-
tal of the country.
 Also in Wisconsin, 

Realta Fusion is in the 
development phases of 
trying to produce fu-
sion energy, and the 
UW-Madison is working 
with a German lab affili-
ated with the Max Planck 
Institute to advance fusion 
research.
 For Piefer, it’s all adding 

to the momentum of fusion 
and stirring the imagination 
of people who worry about 
energy shortages in an era 
of climate-change anxiety.
 “It’s still a nascent pro-

gram in terms of energy, 
but it’s a big story and it’s 
generating lots of atten-
tion,” he said.
 Give it 20 years or so 

and we’ll see how the 
story turns out.
 Still is president of 

the Wisconsin Technol-
ogy Council. He can be 
reached at tstill@wis-
consintechnologycouncil.
com.

10 Years Ago
December 26, 2012

The fourth graders at 
Cumberland Elementary 
School donated many items 
for  the  animals  a t  the 
Barron County Humane 
Society. The students par-
ticipated in this giving ac-
tivity instead of exchang-
ing gifts with each other. 
The students who donat-
ed were: Colton Ritchie, 
Emma Stokes, Danielle 
Gunderson, Erin Stokes, 
Dana Bazewicz, Andrew 
Cunningham,  Chr i s to -
pher  Theese ,  Shannon 
Riebe, Brendan Helstern, 
Valkyra Pasko, Dakota 
McWilliams and  Tanner 
Johnson.

    20 Years Ago
December 25, 2002

Jim and Mark Eken-
stedt,  sons of Bill  and 
Sharon Ekenstedt of Cum-
berland, will have an ex-
perience of a lifetime on 
January 1, 2003, as they 
march with the “Pride of 
the Dakota’s Marching 
Band” at the 114th Tour-
nament of Roses Parade in 
Pasedena, CA. 

A d a m  H a u g e r u d ,  a 
2002 CHS graduate, has 
been selected as a Kem-
per Scholar by the James 
S. Kemper Foundation. 
Kemper Scholars receive 
a  s ignif icant  f inancia l 
scholarship each summer 
at one of the many Kem-
per   Insurance corporate 
offices until graduation.

30 Years Ago
December 23, 1992

Ficoce l lo  S tud io  of 
Cumberland has received 

a Sabastian International 
Heart of the City Award 
for client support of Club 
UNITE, which supports 
foundations champion-
ing education, social and 
environmental concerns 
locally and worldwide. 

Kristi Antonetti, Cum-
berland, was presented 
with a plaque by Jail and 
Bai l  Cancer  Chairper-
son, Ann Nelsen. Kris-
t i  he lped organize  the 
Cumberland students who 
raised $2,410.00 during 
this event. 

40 Years Ago
December 22,1982

Two students have been 
named “Students of the 
Month” under the recog-
nition program sponsored 
by the Benevolent  and 
Protective Order of Elks. 
The students are Ruby 
Vick and Cory Peterson.

Ste l la  Cheese  Com-
pany of Cumberland took 
highest honors at the 14th 
bi-annual World Cheese 
Contest in La Crosse re-
cently. Ken Rydberg of 
Cumberland scored high-
est in Asiago Old Cheese 
competition.

    50 Years Ago 
December 21, 1972
Chr is tmas  shopping 

was heavy this past week-
end, which was reported 
by merchants. Most Cum-
berland stores will be open 
until 9pm each evening 
until the end of the week. 

    60 Years Ago
  December 27, 1962
Cumberland Volunteer 

Firemen made two fire 
runs on Christmas Eve 

to the Alva Van Houten 
Farm. A chimney fire re-
ported at 8:45 pm and a 
roof and upstairs fire again 
at 1:30 am., caused minor 
damage to the home. Fire 
Chief Charles Salle said 
that the second fire appar-
ently ignited from cracks 
in the chimney caused by  
the first fire.

Marine Private Bruce 
Berklund, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Norman Berklund of 
Cumberland, completed 
four weeks of individ-
ual combat training on 
December 14, with the 
Second Infantry Training 
Regiment in Camp Pend-
leton, CA. 

     80 Years Ago 
December 24, 1942

A fire of undetermined 
origin gutted the Cotone 
Barber Shop and burned 
the living quarters in the 
rear of the shop in a spec-
tacular blaze last Friday 
evening. Mrs. Frank Zac-
cardi who occupied the 
living quarters, lost a large 
share of her belongings. 
The barbershop equipment 
was totally destroyed.

Another week of see-
saw weather brought both 
the coldest night of  the 
win te r  and  some very 
mild temperatures during 
the past seven days. After 
dipping to  20 below a 
week ago Sunday the latter 
half of the week returned 
to milder range of daily 
highs in the 20’s. 

90 Years Ago 
December 22, 1932

Friday night the home 
of Rev. H. Shaney was 

broken into and $10.75 
was taken from a purse 
be longing  to  a  house-
keeper. This is still under 
investigation.

2022
WEATHER

Temperature and 
precipitation readings are taken 

at 7 a.m. for the previous 24 
hours and are provided by the

Cumberland Utility Office.

Date  Hi    Lo  Pre.  Snow
12/13 31  29   -  -
12/14 33  30  .44   3.4
12/15 32  29  .93   7.0
12/16 30  20  .19   3.6
12/17 25  19  .15   3.5
12/18 22    0   .01 0.5
12/19   6   -8  - -
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A Town of Cumberland plow truck and this vehicle were involved in this two vehicle 
crash around 1:00 pm on Tuesday, December 20th. There were no serious injuries. 
No other details were available at time of post. This is a  friendly reminder to always 
give plow trucks plenty of room.

Barron County 
Circuit Court

   Traffic Court 
Kevin T. Klemme, 48, 

Rice Lake, OWI, $1,744.00. 
Nathan L. Sargent, 41, Al-
mena, operating while re-
voked, $443.00. Cody L. 
Stone, 23, Rice Lake, operat-
ing while revoked, $516.00. 
Shalla M. Acker, 72, Sa-
rona, unsafe lane deviation, 
$175.30. Jason A. Bender, 
31, Boyceville, inattentive 
driving, $187.90. Dana P. 
Bowen, 57, Baldwin, speed-
ing, $295.00. Felix J. Car-
dona, 53, Cumberland, oper-
ate without a valid license, 
$200.50. Cameron R. Frye, 
29, Deer Park, operating 
left of center, $213.10 and 
failure to keep vehicle un-
der control, $213.10. Paige 
M. Goettl, 23, Weyerhaeus-
er, 23, speeding, $175.30. 
Ozze R. Hammond, 21, Rice 
Lake, operating a motor 
vehicle without insurance, 
$200.50 and operate without 
a valid license, $200.50 and 
failure to wear a seat belt, 
$10.00. Steven A. Hawes, 
55, Hammond, speedometer 
violations, $175.30. Mathew 
J. Hayden, 19, Cumberland, 
operating a motor vehicle 
without proof of insurance, 
$10.00. Andrew C. John-
son, 40, Rice Lake, failure 
of operator to notice police 
of an accident, $389.50. Lo-
gan S. Koenig, 31, Clayton, 
speeding, $200.50. Jonathan 
T. Orourke, 33, Frederic, 
speeding, $175.30. Patrick 
S. Prendiville, 48, Chetek, 
operating a motor vehicle 
without proof of insurance, 
$10.00. Briana M. Roberts, 
26, Greeley, CO., failure to 
stop at a stop sign, $175.30. 
Rodrigo Sanchez, 21, Cum-
berland, operate without 
a valid license, $200.50. 
John E. Soldner, 34, Clear 
Lake, OWI, $874.50. Terry 
A. Youngren, 62, Hastings, 
MN., speedomoeter viola-
tions, $175.30.

     Complaints 
Theodore I. Flettre, 40, of 

Barron, has been charged 
with disorderly conduct, 
throw/discharge bodily fluid 
at public safety worker or 
prosecutor, attempt battery 
or threat to judge, prosecu-
tor or law enforcement of-
ficer and criminal damage 
to property. His adjourned 
initial appearance was 
scheduled for December 
14, 2022.
Logan L. Olson, 19, of 

Cumberland, has been 
charged with possession 
of drug paraphernalia. His 
court date is scheduled for 
January 11, 2023.
Ricco R. Castilleja, 33, 

of Cumberland, has been 
charged with criminal 
damage to property. His 
court date is scheduled for 
January 4, 2023.
Nicole S. Lorscheter, 27, 

of Rice Lake, has been 
charged with disorderly 
conduct. Her court ap-
pearance was scheduled 
for December 13, 2022.
Katie L. Ammon, 34, 

of Rice Lake, has been 
charged with disorderly 
conduct and domestic 
abuse. Her court date was 
scheduled for December 
12, 2022.
Gerald M. Shoemaker, 

Jr., 42, of Rice Lake, has 
been charged with crimi-
nal damage to property, 
disorderly conduct and 
domestic abuse. His plea/
sentencing hearing is 

scheduled for February 
24, 2023.
Walter W. Lab, 68, of 

Barron, has been charged 
with disorderly conduct 
and domestic abuse. His 
court date was scheduled 
for December 13, 2022.

Criminal
Complaints

Michael G. Whittington, 
43, of Barron, has been 
charged with battery, do-
mestic abuse and disor-
derly conduct. His initial 
appearance is scheduled 
for December 21, 2022.
April D. Kaiser, 37, 

of Rice Lake, has been 
charged with resisting or 
obstructing an officer and 
disorderly conduct. Her 
adjourned initial appear-
ance is scheduled for De-
cember 21, 2022.
Ivan A. Rodriguez, 51, 

of Cumberland, has been 
charged with threat to in-
jure/accuse of crime. His 
adjourned initial appear-
ance is scheduled for De-
cember 22, 2022.
Tommy L. Robinson, 50, 

of Rice Lake, has been 
charged with possession 
of methamphetamine. 
His preliminary hearing 
is scheduled for February 
27, 2023.
Kelly L. Larson, 41, of 

Amery, has been charged 
with possession of meth-
amphetamine and posses-
sion of drug parapherna-
lia. Her initial appearance 
is scheduled for Decem-
ber 28, 2022.
Isiah E. Melton, 23, of 

Cumberland, has been 
charged with possession 
of methamphetamine, par-
ty to a crime and repeater. 
Rebecca K. Zebro, 20, 

of Cumberland, has been 
charged with possession 
of methamphetamine, par-
ty to a crime and repeater. 
On December 9, 2022, 

a police officer, with the 
Cumberland Police De-
partment participated in 
the execution of a search 
warrant at a residence in 
the city of Cumberland.
During the course of the 

execution of the search 
warrant, two individuals 
were located in a back 
bedroom. One was a male 
and the other was a fe-
male. Both of them were 
found in the bedroom. 
The male was identified 
as Melton, and the female 
was identified as Zebro. 
During the course of 

the search of the bed-
room, on the top of the 
dresser, multiple items 
were found.  There were 
three uncapped syringes 
containing a white crys-
talline substance, which 
subsequently tested posi-
tive for the presence of 
methamphetamine, based 
on a field  test adminis-
tered to the syringes. An-
other syringe containing 
a dark residue also field 
tested positive for the 
presence of methamphet-
amine. This particular sy-
ringe was found next to a 
brown wallet containing 
Melton’s driver’s license. 
Another item found was 
a gem bag containing a 
white crystalline residue, 
which was also field test-
ed and a positive result for 
the presence of metham-
phetamine was obtained. 
An additional gem bag 
containing approximately 
.5 grams of a white crys-
talline substance was also 
located on the dresser, and 
the substance tested posi-

tive for the presence of 
methamphetamine.
    In addition, a black 
lock box was located that 
contained mail belonging 
to Zebro. In addition, a 
container labeled “Tahoe 
OG Kush” contained a 
substance that was field 
tested and resulted in a 
positive indication for the 
presence of THC. Also in 
the same box was a blue 
cutoff straw that con-
tained a white crystalline 
substance that was sus-
pected to be methamphet-
amine. 
The report of another 

police officer from the 
Cumberland Police De-
partment, indicates that he 
interviewed both Melton 
and Zebro concerning 
what was found during the 
execution of the search 
warrant. 
According to the of-

ficer’s report, when he 
questioned Zebro regard-
ing the execution of the 
search warrant and ad-
vised her that over 35 
different articles of drug 
paraphernalia had been 
located throughout the 
home, she responded that 
she knew about “weed 
bongs.”  She also indi-
cated that she knew about 
“pipes and stuff like that.” 
She further stated that 
when the house was being 
cleaned from time to time, 
they “will find a random 
syringe or something like 
that.” When the officer 
asked her if the syringes 
were used for metham-
phetamine, she indicated 
that they were. When he 
asked if she was using 
methamphetamine, she 
responded, “Not much.” 
When he pressed her for 
details of what she meant 
by that, she could not pro-
vide him with a clear an-
swer. The officer asked 
her when the last time 
that she used was and she 
indicated, “last night.” 
When he asked her how 
she used, and how she 
normally uses, in both in-
stances she indicated that 
she attempted to use a sy-
ringe and normally uses 
syringes.
The report of the officer 

indicates that in his inter-
view with Melton, when 
he asked Melton what he 
thought the officers found 
in the home, Melton’s re-
sponse was, “Well that 
stuff back there, the nee-
dles, meth, bongs and 
then there is also metham-
phetamine, other than that 
some empty bags.” When 
the officer asked Melton 
how often he was using, 
Melton responded, “bi-
weekly.” When the officer 
asked him when the last 
time he used was, Melton 
indicated “last night,” and 
that he normally uses a 
“needle” and injects it in 
his arms. 
If convicted for party 

to a crime, repeater and 
possession of metham-
phetamine, Melton may 
be fined not more than 
$10,000 or imprisoned not 
more than three years and 
six months or both. 
If convicted for party to 

a crime, repeater and pos-
session of methamphet-
amine, Zebro may be fined 
not more than $10,000 
or imprisoned not more 
than three years and six 
month or both. Their ad-
journed initial appearance 
is scheduled for December 
21, 2022.

Drive Sober enforcement prevents deadly 
consequences of impaired driving
Wisconsin State Patrol joins national Drive 
Sober or Get Pulled Over holiday campaign

The holiday season is a 
time for celebration, but 
law enforcement agencies 
across Wisconsin are urging 
drivers to spread good cheer 
responsibly.

 Wisconsin State Patrol 
is once again joining the 
annual holiday Drive Sober 
or Get Pulled Over enforce-
ment campaign to eliminate 
the risks of impaired drivers 
on the roads. Officers will 
boost patrols from December 
16 through New Year’s Day.

 During the last holiday 
season, there were nearly 400 
crashes involving impaired 
drivers in Wisconsin. Those 
incidents killed seven people 
and injured almost 200 oth-
ers. 

“There are hundreds of 
families mourning those lost 
in preventable tragedies this 
holiday season. Put safety first 
every trip behind the wheel so 
you can make sure you make 
it home to your loved ones,” 
Wisconsin State Patrol Super-
intendent Tim Carnahan said.

 Alcohol and drugs can 

have a significant impact on 
a driver’s focus and ability to 
maintain control behind the 
wheel. Even a small amount 
can impact a driver’s coor-
dination and concentration. 
Impaired drivers cannot ac-
curately assess their own im-
pairment.

 The Drive Sober campaign 
is not simply about stopping 
or arresting drivers. It is cen-
tered around saving lives. 
Someone is killed or injured 
in impaired driving crash eve-
ry two hours in Wisconsin. 
Tough enforcement of drunk 
driving laws has been a ma-
jor factor in reducing drunk 
driving deaths since 1980s, 
according to the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration.

 There are 25 multi-juris-
dictional OWI task forces 
operating around the state and 
throughout the year to stop 
impaired driving. Plus, more 
than 6,000 officers are trained 
in Advanced Roadside Im-
paired Driving Enforcement. 
Wisconsin also has 365 Drug 

Recognition Experts, among 
the most in the nation. The 
special trainings help agen-
cies detect impaired drivers, 
get them off the roads, and 
secure convictions.

 Making responsible choic-
es

 · If you plan to celebrate, 
identify a sober designated 
driver. If you’re feeling im-
paired, you likely are over the 
0.08 BAC limit and should 
not drive.

·Rather than risk an arrest: 
take mass transit, call a taxi, 
use a rideshare service, or ask 
a sober friend to drive you 
home.

·If you have a friend who is 
about to drink and drive, step 
in. Take the keys away and 
help them get home safely.

· Some bars and restaurants 
have programs to provide 
customers with a safe ride 
home.

·If you suspect a driver is 
impaired, safely gather as 
much info as you can about 
the vehicle, driver, and loca-
tion. Then call 911.
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Two People Found Slumped Over in Vehicle 
Deceased

On December 15, 2022 
at approximately 4 p.m., 
Burnett County Dispatch 
received a call from a per-
son stating they had lo-
cated two people slumped 
over in a vehicle in Dan-
bury, Swiss Township in 
Burnett County.  Deputies 
and North Ambulance re-
sponded.  

Upon arrival, deputies 
administered multiple doses 

of Naloxone to each person.  
Lifesaving measures were 
attempted by deputies and 
ambulance personnel.  

Both individuals were 
pronounced dead at the 
scene.  Their names are 
being withheld at this time 
pending notifications.  

This case is under in-
vestigation by the Burnett 
County Sheriff’s Office 
and the Burnett County 

Medical Examiner’s Of-
fice.  

The Burnett County 
Sheriff’s Office would 
like to thank North Am-
bulance, St. Croix Tribal 
Police Department, Web-
ster Police Department, 
Siren Police Department 
and the Burnett County 
Medical Examiner’s Office 
for their assistance.  

Sheriff Tracy Finch 

Barron County Sheriff ’s 
Department Announces 
Missing Teen Has Been 
Found

Barron County Sheriff 
Chris Fitzgerald sent out 
an update on Monday, 
December 19th in regards 
to the missing runaway 
teen James Mortensen 
from Barronett.

Sheriff Fitzgerald said 
the teen has been located 
and met with the Barron Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department. The 
department is working with the 
teen and the county’s Depart-
ment of Human Services. 
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Sports

Boaz West earned a hard fought pin last Saturday at Osceola. The Beavers are off to good start on the young 
season. Photo by Dakota Morfoot.

Jack Owens takes down his man on the way to a big pin at Osceola. Photo by Dakota Morfoot.

Noah Hile pins his man on the way to a solid 4-1 day at Osceola. Photo by Dakota Morfoot.

The Cumberland Wres-
tling Team continued its 
pre-Christmas schedule last 
week with a dual victory 
over Superior and a good 
showing at the Osceola 
Tournament on Saturday, 
where they went 3 and 2 in 
dual action to finish third 
overall.

The Beavers began the 
week last Tuesday with a 
trip to Superior and a 50-29 
victory over the Spartans.

After a pair of forfeits 
began the evening, the 
Beavers took control of the 
night with three consecutive 
pins, coming from Coop-
er Schramski, Noah Hile 
and Dawson Johnson. The 
longest match of the three 
was 1:19, in which the un-
defeated Dawson Johnson 
added to his outstanding 
winter with a pin of Logan 
Jennings. 

Major decisions by Logan 
Peterson and Jack Owens 
continued the Beavers mo-
mentum followed by three 
more Cumberland victories 
coming from a Spartan for-
feit and pins by Billy Wil-
liams and Jack Chafer. All 
in all, it was an impressive 
night of wrestling by Coach 
Justin Peterson’s wrestlers.

Saturday morning, the 
Beavers headed to Osceola 
where they went three and 
two in dual action, defeat-
ing Neillsville/Granton/
Loyal 45-30, Osceola 36-
30, and Boyceville 66-18, 
while losing to Clear Lake 
35-30 and Hudson 58-18.

The day began with a 2-1 
performance in pool play. 
The only loss was a narrow 
six-point loss to Clear Lake. 

This put the Beavers in the 
Championship pool, where 
they opened up against 
Hudson, ranked 6th in the 
State in Division one.

They would lose to a 
talented Raider team, but 
rebound to finish the day 
with an easy victory over 
Boyceville, in which every 
Cumberland victory came 
by pin. They came from 
Johnson, Chafer, Schram-
ski, Noah Hile, Owens, Pe-
terson, DauTre Allen, Boaz 
West, Gabe Erickson, Harri-
son Ruppel, and Caleb Hile.

“It was a long day with 
five duals, but the guys re-
ally finished strong. Con-
sidering we only had two 
practices during the week 
because of weather and we 
were missing two starters 
who were sick, our third-
place finish was very im-
pressive,” said Coach Pe-
terson.

Johnson continued his un-
defeated season with three 
quick pins and a forfeit on 
the day. Noah Hile also had 
a solid Saturday, going 4 
and 1 with two forfeits, two 
pins, and a narrow 6-5 loss 
against Clear Lake. 

Following Tuesday’s 
home quad, the Beavers 
will be off until December 
29 and 30 when they head 
to River Falls for the annual 
Badger Classic. River Falls 
has been the host of this pre-
mier high school wrestling 
event since 1997, which 
will include 39 schools. 
Doors open to the public at 
8:45 am on Friday and 9:00 
am on Saturday.

Wrestling Team Defeats 
Superior; Has Good 
Day at Osceola Invite

The Northwest Icemen 
split a pair of games last 
week, dropping an 8-1 deci-
sion to Somerset on Mon-
day and defeating WSFLG 
4-2 on Friday. A Thursday 
contest against Hayward 
was postponed due to snow. 
The Icemen’s record stands 
at 2 and 3 on the season.

The Icemen received an 
early goal from Preston 
Pederson in the first period 
against Somerset to tie-up 
the Spartans 1-1, but then 
saw their opponents reel off 

seven straight scores to pull 
away to their victory. Som-
erset outshot the Icemen 39-
19 in dominating the action.

The Icemen rebounded 
nicely on Friday with their 
win over the Blizzard in 
Barron. Hayden Hince had 
a hat trick for the victors, 
while Cmberland’s Dylan 
Capra played well for the 
Icemen.

The team is now off un-
til December 29 when they 
travel to Siren for a rematch 
with WSFLG.

Northwest Icemen a Split 
Pair of Contests

The Cumberland Boy’s 
Basketball Team had its 
game against Cameron 
postponed last Thursday 
due to weather, keeping its 
overall record at 3 and 0. 
The contest has been re-
scheduled for Elmer Beran 
Gymnasium on Monday, 
January 3. 

The Beavers will be back 
on the court his Thurs-
day when they take on the 
Grantsburg Pirates in a 
home game starting at 7:00 
pm. It is part of a varsity 
double header with the girls 

with the boy’s C game being 
played at 5:45 in the Middle 
School. The Pirates are 2 
and 1 entering this week’s 
action, with victories over 
Glenwood City and Freder-
ic and a 57-41 loss to Web-
ster. Their leading scorer is 
Zach Rombach, who is av-
eraging 18.3 a contest. 

The Beavers will be off 
after Thursday’s game un-
til Thursday, December 29, 
when they play Eau Claire 
Regis in Rice Lake at 5:00 
pm as part of their  Holiday 
Tournament.

Boy’s Basketball against 
Cameron Rescheduled; Play 
Grantsburg This Thursday

Sports Calendar
Thursday, Dec. 22

Girls BB home vs Grantsburg 5:45
Boys BB home vs Grantsburg 7:00

Hockey @ DC Everest 7:00
Wednesday, Dec. 28

Girls BB vs Bayfield @ Mcdonnell Central Catholic 
6:00
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Spare Time Monday Night 

Ladies Bowling League 

Cumberland Mixed Up 

Bowling League 

Cumberland 

B o w l i n g 

League 

Hello friends,
As I write this week’s column, I have been without 

electricity due to a winter storm for 30-hours. About 
all I can say is that it feels like I am living back in 
1800s’. Anyways this week’s column is about my first 
winter camping and ice fishing trip of the season and 
I went to where I usually start. That is on Green Lake 
County’s 5000-acre Lake Puckaway and my goal 
was to catch some walleye and not fall through the 
very thin ice that I was living on top of.

Tuesday, December 6th
High 34, low 32
Lots to write about on this expedition and it was 

a dandy. I put in at Miller’s Resort near Marquette 
and would be hauling my gear in an Otter Sled in 
what would be three trips with each one being about 
500-yards. Red, my 8-month old golden retriever 
would be along as would her mother Ruby and this 
would be Red’s first time on the ice as she was born 
in April. Red and Ruby wrestle about 50% of their 
waking hours and Ruby kicked her butt as she had 
no idea how to use her claws to get traction on the 
ice.

I would be tip up fishing for walleye, northern pike, 
catfish, and striped bass and as soon as I set my last 
tip up it went up and I iced a 27-inch gator which I 
released as they have to be 32 inches on Puckaway. 
As I said I had to make three trips and had only two 
hours of daylight, so I was a busy man but in reality 
had no cares. I have headlamps and propane lan-
terns and that is how I built my camp.

I had each of my tip ups rigged with 12-pound test 
mono, a number 12 treble hook, a small split shot, 
chartreuse bead, and for bait I was using a medium 
golden shiner. I guess you could say this was the hot 
ticket as the flags just kept tripping and after dark it 
was like Christmas on the ice. I have lights on my tip 
ups that flash when I have a tip up trip and I just love 
to see the flashing lights.

This would be one of those trips where the air 
temperature almost stayed the same and with it be-
ing just over 32 degrees my holes did not freeze over. 

I built my camp in the dark which was made up of an 
Eskimo pop-up ice shack, a cot, table, cook stove, 
propane light, and a good mood. Once everything 
was rigged up the pups were either playing on the 
ice or sleeping on my cot.

Tonight, the fishing was excellent, I caught 4 legal 
walleye, a large striped bass, a catfish, and 3 north-
ern pike and I missed several fish. I stayed up the 
entire night and really enjoyed myself.

Wednesday, December 7th
High 34, low 31
Today my brother Mike who just retired after 

38-years of working at Research Products in Poynette 
and our families long time, good friend Roger Frank 
who is also retired came out to my camp for a day 
of fishing. Each of us would have a line of 3 tip ups 
nearly 150-yards in length and it was kind of a learn-
ing day for these guys as they simply do not ice fish 
much and have a strong desire to get into it.

 As is always the case we give each other a lot of 
BS and I have to admit I had the hot line of tip ups 
and Mike and Roger were living in SUCK CITY. In 
other words, they claimed I had put them in a rotten 
spot, and I claimed they couldn’t catch a cold if they 
fell in the lake. Also, during the day as we sat in lawn 
chairs and shot the breeze several very damp lows 
blew through, and it was very interesting to experi-
ence how the temperature really did not change but 
the moisture in the air would make it very uncomfort-
able.

 We fished a few hours after dark, the lights were 
flashing, and we were laughing especially because 
my buddy and my brother were going to starve to 
death on what they were catching.

Mikey who has had many nicknames overs the 
years such as Farkel, Dark Cloud, Catfish and Musky 
Mike got extremely lucky and actually caught a fish 
which was a beautiful 21-inch walleye that was blind, 
starving to death and stupid. I declared Mikey’s new 
name Walleye Mike and when Mikey, I mean Walleye 
Mike asked Roger who was still living in Skunk City 
if that could become his official name Roger clearly 

said “No”.
These guys are going to need some fine tuning 

on several of their skills and they are practically beg-
ging yours truly, Master Guide Extrordinaire to please 
help them out.

 My first camping trip on the ice was a pleasant 
one!

Sunset 

Camping/Ice fishing on Lake Puckaway

Roger Frank and Mike Walters with a real pretty wall-
eye that Mike caught on Lkae Puckaway.

Striped bass put up a great fight and are good to eat.

Alora Garibaldi lofts a three pointer in the girls home loss to Chetek-Weyerhaeuser last Thursday night. The girls 
made a second half surge but could not catch the Bulldogs.

Macy Beecroft drives past a Bulldog defender last Thurday night. Beecroft had an excellent game leading the 
Beavers with 17 points.

The Cumberland Girl’s 
Basketball Team heads into 
the Christmas break fol-
lowing a home game this 
Thursday night against the 
Grantsburg Pirates. The 
game is part of a double-
header with the Boy’s team, 
with the varsity game start-
ing at 5:45 and the JV at 
7:15.

Cumberland is still play-
ing without leading scorer 
and rebounder Teagan Mon-
son, who is still recovering 
from a concussion which 
occurred following their 
opening contest. Although 
the team is struggling, the 
young roster is getting a lot 
of early season experience 
and showing improvement.

Cumberland opened last 
week with a 60-14 loss to 
Cameron. “Sickness left us 
short some players and that 
combined with our strug-
gles shooting made it a dif-
ficult night,” said Coach 
Kim Weber. Cumberland 
received six points from 
Orion Thompson and five 
from Kyleigh McLemore in 
the loss, while Macy Bee-

croft added a three-pointer.
 Friday night, Cum-

berland dropped a 46-36 
decision to Chetek-Weyer-
haeuser to finish their week.  
“The girls played much bet-
ter as we are still struggling 
shooting, but taking baby 
steps in getting better. I was 
proud of their effort and I 
saw us improve with each 
possession of the contest. 
Macy Beecroft had a great 
night and our youth bas-
ketball night was a big suc-
cess,” said Coach Weber.

Cumberland trailed 27-9 
at half, before outscoring 
the Bulldogs 27-19 after 
intermission. Beecroft led 
Cumberland with 17, in-
cluding four from beyond 
the arc. Mya Anderson add-
ed eight points and Orion 
Thompson seven.

Following Thursday’s 
contest, Cumberland will be 
next in action on Wednes-
day, December 28, when 
they play Bayfield at 6:00 
pm in the McDonnel Catho-
lic Holiday Tournament in 
Chippewa Falls.

Girl’s Basketball Team 
Hosts Grantsburg at 

5:45 This Thursday

Week 12 – December 14th  

Team Standings   

End of 1st Half  
Corner Bar #2 - 40
Cumberland Bus - 35
Club Cumberland  - 25
Corner Bar #1 - 20 

3 High Scratch Games  

Nolan Scheps - 196 
Pam Allen - 173 
Michael Cifaldi - 172 

3 High Scratch Series  

Nolan Scheps - 498 
Mark Peichel - 495 
Joel Cifaldi - 478 

Week 14– Monday 12/12/2022
Team Standings

Becker’s Trucking - 73
Bowlin Buddies - 69
LakePlace.com Brother-67
Clear Lake Self Storage-62
4 Chops  - 61
Austad’s Super Valu - 59
Wrecking Balls- 57
Northwoods Septic - 56
5 High Scratch Games

Heidi VanHeuklom - 210

Debbie Anderson-194
Judy Ullom - 192
Shannon Bents - 190
Gwen Johannsen - 187
5 High Scratch Series

Judy Ullom - 517
Heidi VanHeuklom - 508
Shannon Bents - 484
Gwen Johannsen - 471
Deanne Moravitz  - 455
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Storm...
through the evening of Sun-
day, December 18. Dense, 
heavy snow weighed down 
trees and power lines. Ex-
tended clean-up efforts will 
continue even after power 
restoration. Crews from All-
makee Clayton, MiEnergy, 
Rice Lake Utilities, Bar-
ron Utilities, Cumberland 
Utilities, Jolma, PUSH, and 
Zielies Tree Service came 
to their aid. Outages may 
be anticipated later this 
week based on the predicted 
weather forecast.

Members’ safety, health, 
and well-being will always 
be a top priority. Electricity 
is an essential element to 
maintain many homes and 
lives, so restoration is vital. 
Crews always try to work 
as quickly and as safely as 
possible to restore outages, 
however, the drop in tem-
peratures made working ef-
ficiently even more crucial 
during this past storm.

Remember to stay away 
from downed electric lines. 
Always assume they are en-

ergized. Don’t call 911 to 
report an outage; call 911 
only if there is an immedi-
ate danger, like a downed 
power line. Barron Elec-
tric Cooperative members 
should call 1-866-258-8722 
to report their outage.

Outage preparation tips:
• Keep a 3-5 day supply 

of drinking water in plastic 
bottles. Plan on at least 1 
gallon of water per person, 
per day.

• Store a manual can 
opener with enough non-

perishable foods for 3 to 5 
days. Canned meats, tuna 
fish, and peanut butter are 
good foods to store. Don’t 
forget food for pets!

• Conserve water by us-
ing paper plates and plastic 
utensils.

• Use a grill for outdoor 
cooking.

• Coordinate with neigh-
bors for care of the elderly 
and disabled who are living 
alone.

• Maintain a supply of 
prescriptions, nonprescrip-

tion drugs, vitamins and 
special dietary foods.

• Have first-aid kits in 
your home and car.

• Make sure you have 
cold weather clothing, blan-
kets, and sleeping bags.

• Use flashlights and oth-
er battery-operated lighting 
instead of candles.

• Keep fire extinguishers 
fully charged.

• Fill your bathtub with 
water for bathroom use be-
fore the storm (if you have 
a well).

Barron Electric’s Right-
of-Way Program

Barron Electric’s Right-
of-Way program helps re-
duce contact between trees 
and power lines. Barron 
Electric hires contractors 
to clear trees and brush in 
sixty-one townships on a 
rotational schedule of every 
five to six years depending 
on the county. This program 
aids in reliability.

School Board...
Cumberland School Dis-

trict and the Island City 
Research Academy. The 
Academy was an Envi-
ronmental Science Project 
Based School, which was 
operated along with the 
District for approximately 
15 years. 

Dr. Rose said the dissolv-
ing of the contract was, “A 
few years in the making 
and with no students cur-
rently enrolled, the timing 
is right.” Several Board 
members and Dr. Rose 
discussed the Academy’s 
run, calling it, “A success, 
which served its purpose 
and accomplished a lot.” 
Several important parts of 

its content have since been 
blended into today’s regular 
classrooms and their use of 
the School Forest has led to 
several important upgrades 
and a much larger use by the 
District’s student body.

The final action item was 
the approval of District 
Business Manager Steve 
Mann’s retirement as of 
January. Dr. Rose called 
Mann, “The best Business 
Manager a District could 
have bar none and an even 
better person than employ-
ee.” The Board regretfully 
accepted his resignation and 
thanked him for his service 
to the District and commu-
nity.

The evening concluded 
with administrative reports.

High School Principal 
Ritchie Narges called the 
Choir and Band Christ-
mas performances, “Great 
events,” and thanked those 
involved for their excel-
lent work throughout the 
year. He praised the Stu-
dent Council for their ef-
forts with Margaret’s Pro-
ject Santa, which helped 
provide 39 families a better 
Christmas season, and said 
the FFA fruit sale was, “An-
other big success.”

Middle School Principal 
Collin Green thanked the 
Middle School students for 
their involvement in Mar-

garet’s Project Santa, which 
led to the incredible col-
lection of $2600 through a 
penny war. He discussed 
several recent student field 
trips and a December 8 
meeting with representa-
tives of the St. Croix Tribe 
that may lead to an Ojibwe 
Language Class pilot pro-
gram. He also praised the 
Holiday Concert by the stu-
dents and staff calling it, “A 
wonderful event.”

Elementary Principal Jim 
Ritchie was equally proud 
and complimentary of the 
Christmas programs by his 
students and staff. He dis-
cussed the “Shop with a 
Cop” night, which included 

25 students and 13 staff 
members, calling it, “His 
favorite night of the year.” 
He also praised the com-
munity for their constant 
support covering the needs 
Elementary students have 
during the school year and 
said vision screening for all 
students in his building has 
been completed.

Dr. Rose concluded the 
evening by announcing the 
District was switching Den-
tal providers for employees, 
which will bring about a 16 
percent decrease in yearly 
premiums. He then gave an 
update on sickness in the 
District, leading to 22 per-
cent of Elementary students 

and 25 percent of Middle 
School students being ab-
sent from school earlier in 
the week. Dr. Rose added 
the District supports parents 
keeping sick kids home and 
said, “Christmas break is 
coming at a good time.” 

The next meeting will 
take place on Monday, 
January 23 and will include 
a summary and discussion 
centering on future school 
needs and a decision as to 
whether a School Referen-
dum will be on the April 
ballot. The meeting was 
then adjourned.
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Barronett News 
By Judy Pieper

SERVICE DIRECTORY

   1175 ELM ST
CUMBERLAND, WI

715-822-8151
WHITE

ELECTRIC, INC.
-Wiring

-Trenching
-Commercial
-Industrial

-Residential
-Farm

1021-20 3/4 Ave.

Cumberland, WI. 54829

715-822-2147

715-822-5007 Fax

INSURANCE
Home
Auto
Farm

Commercial 
Crop

Recreational Vehicle

FARR
INSURANCE 
AGENCY, LLC 
Ryan Farr, Agent

COMMITTED

 TO 

QUALITY 

Madison Construction
Barronett, WI

(715) 468-4202

Service 
Directory 

Ads appear 
weekly in 

the 
Cumberland 

Advocate  
To place your 

Service 
Directory Ad 

Call: 
715-822-4469 

J.J.S. AUTO 

BODY CLINIC
COMPLETE CAR & 

TRUCK REPAIR

• Drop off for 

PRAX AIR GASES

• Spray in Bedliners

• Glass Replacement

M-F 8 am - 5 pm

511 22nd Avenue

Cumberland, WI 54829

715-822-2600

BASEMENTS
DRIVEWAYS

BUILDING SITES
TRUCKING

GRAVEL
SAND
ROCK

Cumberland 822-2990
Barron 537-3990

DIRKS
HEATING & COOLING

SERVICE
ALL BRANDS

24-HOUR
EMERGENCY SERVICE

FREE ESTIMATES

•FURNACES
•HEAT PUMPS

•GEOTHERMAL

www.dirksheating.com

Conway’s 

Remodeling, LLC

SMALL JOB SPECIALIST

Doors • Windows

Siding• Decks

PROMPT • RELIABLE

Over 30 Years Experience

Cumberland

651-261-3543

651-261-2773

911

A PLUS
       Plumbing Service 

“N More

715-418-0136
Arnie 

Featherly
plumbing.aplus@gmail.com

      MP897174

Need A Service?  Try An Area Business!

Call Bob at
715-419-0989

• Lawn Service  
• Snow Removal
• Home Repairs 
    & Maintenance

HOMEOWNER’S HELPER

Police  
Fire  •  EMT Northland Insurance Services, Inc.

Risk Auto Insurance Specialists
SR22 FILINGS • TOO MANY TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS

5 W NEWTON ST  715-234-3427  RICE LAKE

Electro Rooting 

& Hydro Jetting 

From small 

drains to large 

sewers...No Job 

too Big or Small!

So give me a call!

715-419-0233

Service in 
Cumberland

24 Hour Emergency 
Services

Free Estimates
www.northlandprohvac.com

715-580-0741

Lunch With Santa!

Merry Christmas!!  We 
hope you have an amazing-
ly wonderful Christmas and 
a very happy 2023.  

Christmas Eve candle-
light service at Barronett 
Lutheran will be held on Sat-
urday evening at 7:00.  And 
Christmas day service will be 
held at the usual time, 9:00, on 
Sunday morning.  

Duane and I returned from 
our trip to Arizona this past 
Saturday afternoon.  The trip 
home was uneventful until we 
got just north of Des Moines, 
and then we saw at least fifty 
semi-trucks in the ditches, 
some turned on their sides, in 
about fifty miles.  I guess there 
was black ice and high cross-
winds on Friday night.  What 
a mess!! I can’t imagine how 
long those drivers had to wait 
for tow trucks.  Not a good 
way to spend the weekend – 
especially when a quite a few 
of them were Amazon Prime 
trucks, most likely delivering 
Christmas gifts.

The closer we got to home 
the more beautiful the scenery 
became.  We were gone when 
the big snowstorm hit, and we 
didn’t get the thrill of experi-
encing twenty-four to forty-
eight hours of no electricity, 
but we certainly are enjoying 
the beautiful snow.  We are 
so spoiled!!  Suzy and Ryan 
Lehmann had our walks all 
shoveled, and even shoveled 
a path to the bird feeders 
for us.  They also went up 
to the church and shoveled 
the stairs and ramp.  Chad 
Schrankel had plowed the 
parking lot, which mem-
bers of our church greatly 
appreciate.  It’s so nice to 
have such good neighbors.

Terry Goodrich called 
and reminded me that our 
mail carriers are very over-
worked at this time of year.  
He said that he was at the 
post office in Cumberland 
and saw a delivery person 
with her car jam-packed 
with parcels.  He stopped to 
talk to her for just a minute 
and found that she had just 
returned from her route and 
had packed her car – again 
– and was off to do a sec-
ond round.  If you happen 
to see your mail delivery 
person, be sure to thank 
him or her.  I think we 
all tend to take for grant-
ed that our mail will go 
through and never stop to 
think about the people who 
sometimes must maneuver 
terrible road conditions just 
to get it to us.

Duane and I spend a lot 
of time at Sal’s on 63 now, 
visiting with Suzy and Ryan 
and enjoying great food 
without having to cook it or 
do dishes afterward.  And, 
we enjoy visiting with oth-
ers who are doing the same 

thing.  On Saturday even-
ing we met Rick Cousins, 
who, with his wife, moved 
up to God’s country after 
retiring.  Rick was the per-
son who re-did the brick 
flower boxes by the com-
munity center a couple 
years ago.  Duane is a big 
Viking fan, you know, and 
so I asked Rick if he was 
related to the quarterback 
and his reply was, “Kirk 
only wishes he was related 
to me.”  Hmmm

On Sunday morning 
we stopped at Sal’s after 
church and Wayne and 
Ginny Grille stopped by 
for breakfast.  We sat and 
visited with them for quite 
a while – Wayne had pic-
tures on his phone of a deer 
that was standing in about 
two feet of snow on their 
deck.  He said that the poor 
little thing had come up to 
eat out of the bird feeders.  
This storm probably took 
the animals by surprise too, 
and now they have to work 
a little harder to get down 
to where they normally 
browse.  

I talked to Sharon Her-
man and she said that Jeno 
will be managing the res-
taurant/bar at the new hos-
pital out toward the golf 
course.  I said that I would 
pretend to be visiting some-
one at the hospital so that 
I could check out the res-
taurant, but she said that it 
will be open to the public.  
Interesting.  Is the new hos-
pital and clinic open?  And 
what will become of the old 
one?  These are things that 
I had better find out.  I’m 
sure there have been lots of 
suggestions for use of the 
old building.  Maybe we 
could get some more hous-
ing for people who feel that 
they can no longer main-
tain their own homes.  I’m 
sure the people who make 
these decisions will come 
up with something that will 
be good for the community.

It’s so good to be home!!  
We had a wonderful trip, 
but there is no place like 
home.  We did spend one 
night in Tombstone and ate at 
Big Nose Kate’s on the way 
home, which was fun.  The 
waitstaff were all dressed 
as dance-hall girls from the 
1800’s, and there were all 
kinds of pictures and newspa-
per articles on the walls from 
the Wyatt Earp days.  If 
we go to Arizona again, 
we plan to spend a little 
more time sight-seeing.

I guess that’s about all 
I know from Barronett 
this week.  I hope we see 
you at the Christmas Eve 
service and the Christmas 
morning service at Bar-
ronett Lutheran.  

FOR SALE

RENTALS

BUSINESS SERVICES

FOR RENT: In Barronett. Storage 
Unit 10’ by 24’.  $50 per month. 
Please call Duane or Judy at 715-822-
8385 or 715-939-0647 20tfnp 

THOMPSON MINI STORAGE, 
Barronett. 715-822-4933.       4tfnc

WENGER’S FIREWOOD: Oak 
- Cut, split & delivered to your 
door.. Also avail. - 8 ft oak wood 
by semi load.715-296-9127   
25tfnc

AUTO INSURANCE after insur-
ance cancellation, OWI, viola-
tions, accidents, loss of license. 
234-3427 or 800-657-4782. Instant 
SR-22 filings. tfnc

• Louie’s Finer Meats in Cumberland has openings in the Meat 
Merchandiser, Sanitation and Production Departments.

• Candidates must be able to demonstrate an aptitude for cus-
tomer service, product quality, expense reduction and sanitation.

• Must be able to work weekends.
• A well-groomed appearance will be expected.

• Competitive wages and benefit packages available.
Louie’s Finer Meats

2025 Superior Ave. Cumberland, WI 54829
715-822-4728 • lfm@louiesfinermeats.com

Help Wanted
Meat Merchandiser,

 Sanitation, Production

CUMBERLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT 
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Full Time Custodial Position
Second shift:  3:00 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. 8 hours per day 

(summertime will be day shift) benefits available. A 
minimum of a high school diploma is required.

Candidate needs to be self-motivated with time man-
agement, organizational skills, and be a team player.  
Individuals must have the ability to frequently bend, 
safely lift heavy objects, and walk/stand for a majority 
of the shift.  Custodian will be responsible for cleaning, 
knowledge of cleaning chemicals and supplies, and 
familiarity with Material Safety Data Sheets.  Ability to 
communicate and work well with all school personnel, 
parents, students, and public.

If interested in this position, please pick up an appli-
cation form at the District Office or print it off of the 
district’s website (www.cumberland.k12.wi.us).   Submit 
completed application, cover letter and resume to:

Dr. Barry Rose, Superintendent, Cumberland School 
District, 1010 8th Avenue, Cumberland, WI   54829
Deadline:  Until filled

  Cumberland School District is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Now Seeking Applicants

 Town Treasurer

The Town of Maple Plain is now accepting applica-

tions for the appointed position of Town Treasurer.  

This office begins on April 18, 2023.  The duties of this 
position are dictated by Wisconsin Statutes and, spe-

cifically, Wis. Stat. 60.34.
A viable candidate must be bondable and willing to 

undergo a complete background check of employ-

ment, convictions, and credit history.  A mandatory 
training will be held prior to February 4, 2023, for the 
selected candidate and scheduled directly with the 
current Town Treasurer.  The Town Board/Hiring Com-

mittee will review applications, interview candidates, 
and select the appointee for hire during a regular 

and/or special meeting.
Interested individuals are to apply online via Indeed.

com under the job posting for “Town Treasurer, Town 
of Maple Plain, Barron County.”  Questions may be 
directed to the Town Clerk, Danielle Maxwell-Parker, 
715-529-2741 or mapleplainclerk@gmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICES

CUMBERLAND BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES
Tuesday, November 15, 2022

Regular Board Meeting
Middle School Commons, 6:00 p.m. 
Open Session and Closed to Follow

Present: Board – Gideo, Hyatt, Rieper, Skinner & Stone
Administration - Rose, Richie, Green & Narges 
President Stone announced that this was a legally and properly 
noticed meeting.
Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

 1. Motion was made by Gideo, seconded by Skinner, to approve 
items a-e on the Consent Agenda as presented.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.

2.  a. Lorne Majewski, Athletic update
 b. Jamie Shaffer, Curriculum update
 3. Motion was made by Hyatt, seconded by Rieper, to approve 

Hokshilla LaBlanc’s resignation as Middle School Assistant Football 
Coach.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 4. Motion was made by Hyatt, seconded by Skinner, to approve 
Kyle Polzin’s resignation as High School Assistant Track Coach.  All 
voting aye, motion carried.

 5. Motion was made by Gideo, seconded by Skinner, to approve 
David Olson’s resignation as High School Assistant Football Coach.  
Hyatt abstained, all others voting aye, motion carried.

 6. Motion was made by Skinner, seconded by Gideo, to approve 
Trey Lundequam as High School Assistant Wrestling Coach.  All 
voting aye, motion carried.

 7. Motion was made by Gideo, seconded by Skinner, to approve 
Megan Rassbach as High School JV Softball Coach.  All voting 
aye, motion carried.

 8. Heard various discussion items, administrative reports, and 
noted meetings/events.

Motion made by Rieper, seconded by Gideo, to adjourn to closed 
session.  President Stone requested that the clerk conduct a roll 
call vote to adjourn to a closed session for the purpose of consider-
ing employment and compensation, performance evaluations and 
discussing negotiations per Wisconsin Statute 19.85 (1)(c), specifi-
cally to discuss staffing and personnel matters.  By roll call vote, all 
voting aye, motion carried to immediately adjourn to closed session.

A motion was made by Gideo, seconded by Rieper, to reconvene 
to open session to adjourn the meeting.  All voting aye, motion carried.

Having no further business to conduct, a motion was made 
to adjourn by Gideo, seconded by Rieper.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m.

Jennifer Hyatt, District Clerk
Published in the Cumberland Advocate December 21, 2022.  WNAXLP

SENIOR DINING

Thursday, December 22
Creamy chicken alfredo 

over whole wheat noodles, 
steamed broccoli, 

assorted bread, 
dark chocolate brownie.

Friday, December 23
No Meals Served. Holiday.

Monday, December 26
No Meals Served. Holiday.

Tuesday, December 27
Beef and bean chili, cheese 
and crackers, fresh grapes, 

assorted bread, Cook’s 
choice cookie.

Wednesday, December 28
Tuna and pea pasta salad on 
lettuce leaf, fruit and cheese. 
“All meals include milk, coffee, and 
butter. Persons who dine at the Senior 
Center and those who receive Meals 
on Wheels are reminded they can use 
their QUEST card (food share) for 
their meal donation.  For more infor-
mation call Joanne at 715-537-6225.

WINTER PARKING REGULATIONS
ALL NIGHT PARKING PROHIBITED:

There will be no parking on any city street 
between the hours of 2:30 a.m. and 6:00 
a.m. on any day between November 1 
through April 1. Violators may be ticketed 
or towed.

Statewide public notice website 
www.wisconsinpublicnotice.org
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OBITUARIES

NILSSEN’S FOODS
 Groceries • Deli • ATM • Lottery    

 Open 7:00 am - 10:00 p.m. 
7 days/week

1170 2nd Avenue • Cumberland
715-822-4541

CUMBERLAND BUS 
SERVICE

John & Sandy Peichel
Locally owned and operated

715-822-2348
1750 Industrial Blvd., Cumberland

FARR INSURANCE 
AGENCY, LLC

Farm - Homeowners - Fire & EC
Liability - Auto - Commercial

Recreation Vehicles
Office: 715-822-8151 • Cell: 715-671-8411

Cumberland, Wisconsin

715-822-2147

LAKELAND CO., INC
Steel Fabricators 

Factory Direct Trailers
Hwy. 63 North • Cumberland

Phone 715-822-8748

White Electric,Inc.
Wiring, Trenching, 

Commercial, Industrial
Residential, Farm

 

SENECA FOODS
CORPORATION

“Compliments of Management
and Employees”

Cumberland, Wisconsin

FIREPLACE STORE
WOOD • GAS • PELLET • ELECTRIC

Sales - Service • Complete Installation
Downtown Cumberland

715-822-5355
www.kindledhearthfireplacestore.

KINDLED HEARTH

“Your Cumberland Caribbean”
Phone 715-822-2924

Hwy. 63 North
Cumberland

5 O’CLOCK
CLUB

BOB & STEVE’S
BP AMOCO  SHOP

BP FUELS  • Pizza & Deli
 Phone 715-822-4202

1633 Superior Ave.
Cumberland, Wisconsin 

DAIRY STATE BANK

Member  FDIC

CUMBERLAND HEALTHCARE 
Hospital 

Medical Clinic 
715-822-7500

RE/MAX 
NORTHSTAR

See us for all your real estate needs
800-511-2615

www.remaxnorthstarwi.com

LOUIE’S
FINER MEATS

“Home of Award-Winning Sausage”

Phone: 715-822-4728
Hwy. 63 North,  Cumberland

1405 2nd Ave., Cumberland
Phone: 715-822-8316

HAACK 
ORTHODONTICS 

Working with you and your 
general dentist to create healthy, 

happy smiles.
715-234-9071

CUMBERLAND 
MUNICIPAL UTILITY

715-822-2595
Online Payments got to:

 www.cumberlandutilities.com

WISCO RV & MARINE 
Sales • Service • Storage 

2236 Hwy. 63 
Cumberland, WI

715-822-8714
www.wiscomarine.com

CUMBERLAND 
FEDERAL BANK

Your Hometown Bank
715-822-2249

www.cumberlandfederal.com
Member  FDIC

LakePlace.com Brothers Realty
715-822-3303

1345 Elm St. • Cumberland
Lake Properties, Cabin 
Rentals, Family Resorts

THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES INVITE YOU TO ATTEND THE CHURCH OF YOUR CHOICE 

MIDWEST MOTOR 
GROUP

Quality Cars & Trucks
715-419-1772 or 715-803-4889
Kevin Monson  Matt Torgerson
Corner of CTH P & US HWY 8 • Almena

DIRKS Heating & Cooling
We service ALL brands!

24 Hr Emergency Service
Free Estimates!

715-537-3990

CUMBERLAND 
ACE HARDWARE 

& LUMBER
Home of the Helpful Hardware Man! 

715-822-8459

Edina Realty
Cumberland & Turtle Lake
715-822-3595 
1420 2nd  Ave.• Cumberland

Odden’s Flowers
Open Mon-Fri: 8 AM -5 PM

Saturdays 8 AM-4 PM
Phone: 715-822-4835

Cumberland, Wisconsin
Cut Flower Arrangements • Perrenials

Shrubbery & Bedding Plants
Big Gerainium Pots • Hanging Baskets

NORDQUIST TRUCKING
LONNIE FOREHAND, OWNER

110 Prospect Ave. • PO Box 117
Almena, WI 54805

715-357-3286 or 715-357-3716
nordquisttruck@chibardun.net

ASPEN ACUPUNCTURE
Stacy Rischette, LA.c, MT

Chinese Master
www.aspenacupuncture.com

mail@ aspenacupuncture.com

715-822-4418
1268 2nd Ave. • Cumberland

NORTH COUNTRY PACKAGING
Home of North Country 
Gourmet Cheese Spread
1623 6th St. • Almena

715-357-3080
Retail Store Hours: M-F 8 am - 4:30 pm

1268 on Main
What are we?

Check out Our Website
www.1268onmain.com

AUGUSTANA LUTHERAN
    CHURCH (ELCA)
1025 Second Avenue
Phone: 715-822-2890
Pastor Shane Anderson
Worship Service: 9 a.m. Sunday 
School 10:15 a.m. Holy Commu-
nion at all services.

BARRONETT LUTHERAN
    CHURCH (ELCA)
776 Prospect Ave.,
Phone: 715-822-5511, 
     cell:715-671-3197
Minister:Todd Ahneman 
Sunday: Worship 9 a.m.; Holy 
Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays.

CHRIST LUTHERAN
CHURCH, LCMS, Pipe Lake
   See us on Facebook
Polk County Hwys. “G” and “T”
christlutheranpipelake.com
Steve Miller, Pastor
Phone: 715-822-3096
Worship Service, 10:30 a.m. 
All Year; Sunday School/Bible 
Study: 9:00 am. Sept. -May. 

CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST OF LATTER DAY 
SAINTS       
644 South 6th St., Barron
Bishop Kenneth Konesky
Chapel: (715) 537-3679
Home: (715) 719-0283 
Sunday Sacrament Meeting: 10-
11 a.m;: 11:10-Noon:Priesthood, 
Relief Society, Primary, Sunday 
School.

CUMBERLAND BAPTIST 
Jared Andrea, Pastor
1225 Hwy. 48
Phone: 715-822-3520
Bible Study: 8:30 a.m.; Worship 
Service: 10:00 a.m.  
www.cumberlandbaptistchurch.com

FIRST LUTHERAN (ELCA)
Elm and Eighth Avenue
Timothy Schmidt, Pastor
Phone: 715-822-4416
Worship Times: Sunday 9 am & 
Wed. 6:30 pm, Communion 1st 
and 3rd weeks of the month.

FIRST UNITED 
    METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Mike Brubaker
Phone: 715-822-4293
Worship Service & Sunday 
School 9:00 a.m., Worshiping, 
witnessing, sharing community, 
Cry room available. Sunday Fel-
lowship following each service. 
Holy Communion 1st Sunday 
each month.

GOSPEL MENNONITE
Almena, WI.
Sunday: Sunday School, all ages 
10 a.m. Worship Services: 10:45 
a.m. Evening services: 7:45 p.m.

HOLY TRINITY 
   ORTHODOX CHURCH
Clayton, WI.
Father Christopher Wojcik, Sat-
urday Vespers, 5 p.m.; Sunday 
Divine Liturgy: 9:30 a.m,

HOPE COMMUNITY
    CHURCH
1390 1st Ave., Cumberland
Pastor Paul Green
Phone: 715-822-3586
Worship Service: Sunday 9:30 am
hopecommunitychurch.life

HOSANNA FREE 
 LUTHERAN CHURCH 
662 20th Ave., Cumberland
Tom Olson, Pastor
Phone: 740-644-0537
1st & 3rd Sundays • 4:30 pm
Worship & Refreshments
www.hosannacumberland.org

LAKE PARK ALLIANCE      
   CHURCH
Shell Lake, WI.
John Sahlstrom, Pastor
Phone: 715-468-2734
Prayer: 9 a.m.; Worship Service: 
10 a.m.

NORTHERN LAKES  
CHURCH
825 8th Ave., Cumberland
Matthew Earls, Pastor
Phone: 715-822-5502
Sunday Morning Service 10:00 
am for sermons from the Bible 
and Contemporary Worship, 
Children’s Church and nurs-
ery during service; Wednesday 
5:30 pm AWANA for Children 
and Youth Impact (returning 
in Sept.);  Online services and 
calendar of events available at 
www.northernlakeschurch.com

SACRED HEART 
      CATHOLIC CHURCH
Soo Ave., Almena, 
Father Tommy Thompson
Weekend Mass: Sun,, 8:30 am

ST. ANN CATHOLIC      
    CHURCH
320 Pine St., Turtle Lake, 
Father Tommy Thompson
Phone: 715-822-2948
Masses: Saturday: 4:00 p.m; 
Sunday: 8:30 a.m.

ST. ANTHONY ABBOT     
        CATHOLIC PARISH
900 St. Anthony Street
Father Tommy Thompson
Phone: 715-822-2948
Weekend Masses: Sat. 6:00 p.m.
 Sunday: 10:30a.m.

ST. JOSEPH’S 
       CATHOLIC CHURCH
502 Second St., Shell Lake
Father Edwin Anderson
Phone: 715-635-3105
Saturday Mass; 4:30 p.m.

ST. MATTHEWS
      LUTHERAN CHURCH
Missouri Synod (LCMS)
Almena, WI.
Vacancy Pastor: Rev. Gregory 
Becker. Sunday: Sunday School: 
9:00 a.m. Divine Service: 10:30 
a.m. Holy Communion 1st & 
3rd Sunday of each month.

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN
Missouri Synod
1 mile East on Hwy. 48
John Miels, Pastor
Phone: 715-822-8690
Sunday morning traditional wor-
ship: 9:00 a.m.; Wed.evening con-
temporary worship: 6 p.m.. 

SEVENTH DAY 
   ADVENTIST CHURCH
Rice Lake, WI.
Hwy. SS 1/2 mi. S. of Cedar Mall
Pastor: John Redlich
Phone: 715-434-7798
Saturday: Sabbath School: 9:30 
a.m. Worship Service: 11 a.m. 
Wed. Bible Study: 6:30 pm.

SHELL LAKE FULL 
             GOSPEL CHURCH
Shell Lake, WI.
Reg Myers Pastor
Sunday: Worship: 10 a.m.; 
Sunday evening 6 p.m. 

SILVER CREEK 
         LUTHERAN CHURCH
Missouri Synod (LCMS)
483 7th Avenue, Clayton
Pastor: Rev. Quenten Buechner. 
Divine Service: Sunday 9 am; 
Holy Communion: 1st and 3rd 
Sunday of each month

STANFOLD LUTHERAN
Hwy 48, 9 mi. E. of Cumberland
Pastor John Bergson
Phone: 262-354-4537
Assistant Pastor Gerald Hibbard
Sunday Service: 8:30 a.m. & 
10:30 a.m.; Coffee & bible Study

TIMBERLAND RINGEBU 
FREE  LUTHERAN
12 miles north on “H”
Timothy Carlson, Pastor
Sunday School, all ages 8:15 
a.m.  Worship 9:30 a.m.  Holy 
Communion 2nd Sunday of each 
month. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN
10 mi. W on Hwy. 48,  McKinley
Pastor Diane House
Phone: 715-822-3001
Sunday Worship service: 9 
a.m., Sunday School: 10:15 
a.m. Holy Communion first and 
third Sunday of each month.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Blue Hills Fellowship
Phone: 715-234-6337
www.bluehillsuu.org 
230 W. Messenger St., Rice Lake
Services Sunday 10 a.m.

ZION LUTHERAN
Wi. Ev. Lutheran Synod
715-641-0945
3 miles NW of Almena
Worship Service: Saturday 11 am; 
Holy communion first and third 
Sunday

Come Worship with Us!

    Attend 
the Church

of your 
choice this 
weekend

“ANNOUNCEMENT, ANNOUNCEMENT!
THERE IS A GOD AND JESUS IS HIS 
SON!”
by Pastor Tim Carlson
Timberland Ringebu Free-Lutheran Church

 
Living in Wisconsin is such a wonderful treat.  All 

our trees, lakes, hills, and meadows give us the op-
portunity to be surrounded by beauty all year round.  
The Bible tells us that from what has been created 
we should be able to know that there is a God. For 
example:

Psalm 19: 1, “the heavens declare the glory of 
God; the skies proclaim the work of His                 hands.  
Day after day they pour forth speech; night after 
night they display knowledge. (NIV)

Romans 1:20, “ For since the creation of the 
world God’s invisible qualities; -His eternal power 
and divine nature-have been clearly seen, being un-
derstood from what has been made, so that men are 
without excuse.” (NIV) Anthropology (the study of 
man) reveals that nearly all of humanity believed 
there was a God/gods. Today educators often say 
that to believe in God is foolish.  Is it possible that 
the educated have become uneducated in this mat-
ter? Replacing creation with evolution has no ben-
efits for mankind.

The problem facing those who believe in a god 
lies in the questions: Who is He? What is His name? 
How do I get to know Him?  Jesus addressed the is-
sues directly. 

John 6:40, “For my Father’s will is that everyone 
who looks to the Son and believes in Him shall have 
eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.” 
(NIV)

John 14:6 “Jesus answered, ̀ I am the way, and the 
truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me…” (NIV)

John 14:9 ….anyone who has seen me has seen 
the Father.” (NIV)

Relationship with God begins by believing in Je-
sus, believing not only that He died for you,but that 
He died because of you. He died for your sin. Ask-
ing Him to forgive you and trusting and believing in 
Jesus for your salvation is the beginning of realizing 
that we are not gods;Jesus is God! 

.

This may sound strange, but as I get older, I think I look 
forward to Christmas more each year.  

The time spent with family and friends, fellowshipping 
together, loving one another is priceless.  The giving and 
receiving of cards in the mail and of giving gifts to one 
another is wonderful.  Reading the Biblical account of the 
first Christmas, when God sent His only Son into the world, 
and singing all the Christmas songs is such a joy.  It seems like 
the Christmas season goes by way too fast.  It is such a blessed 
season.  Especially in this world we live in today with all its 
trouble and turmoil.  

Sadly, in our country and around the world today, so many 
governments and people are trying to take Jesus out of Christ-
mas.  When you take Jesus out, you basically have nothing 
left.  Yes, you have a holiday with Christmas lights and deco-
rations, food, gifts and get-togethers, but that’s it.  It’s really 
pretty empty.  I know from experience.

The experts tell us that after Christmas, drug overdoses and 
suicide rates go way up.  For so many people, life after Christ-
mas is so empty, so hopeless.  Without God, without love, life 
is empty.  I know, I lived the first twenty years of my life that 
way.  At the age of 18, a week after Christmas, I nearly killed 
myself.  Life was so empty and so bad for me.  There was no 
love, joy or peace in my life.  I had heard of God, I had heard 
the Christmas story, but I didn’t know God at all.

But, that all changed two years later in January, I read a 
book about a personal loving God.  I got down on my knees 
that day and repented of all my sins and asked God to forgive 
me and then I asked Jesus to come into my heart and be my 
Lord and Saviour.  I gave Him my whole life and promised to 
follow Him all the rest of my days.  I had just received the best 
Christmas present ever.  

He totally changed my life right there, and I’ve never been 
the same since.  The Bible says in 2 Cor. 5:17, “Therefore 

David A. Johns
David Allen Johns, 69, of 

Rice Lake died Sunday, No-
vember 27, 2022, at Knapp 
Haven Nursing Home. He 
was born May 6, 1953, in 
Cumberland, WI to Gerald 
and Beverly (Youngberg) 
Johns.

David spent many years 
as a professional musician, 
playing drums for several 
bands and touring around the 
United States. Music was his 
greatest passion in life.

He is survived by his 
mother Beverly, daughter, 
Sarah (Matt) Miller;  son, Da-
vid (Heather) Johns II; grand-
daughter Liana, and many 
other family and friends.

At this time, no funeral 
services have been planned. 
Burial will be at Lakeside 
Cemetery.

Skinner Funeral Home of 
Cumberland is serving the 
family.

if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are 
passed away; behold, all things are become new.”  That is ex-
actly what happened to me that day.  No, it wasn’t Christ-
mas day, it was three and a half weeks later, but it was the 
best gift I ever received.  My only regret is that I didn’t 
receive Him much sooner.  I’m so thankful that God is so 
loving and patient, waiting for lost sinners to come home 
to Him.

Since receiving Him, there have been many trials and 
battles in my life to say the least, but He has helped and 
guided me through them all.  What a loving God I serve.  
I owe my whole life to Him.  No more suicide or depres-
sion for me, I just keep looking to Jesus and following 
Him.  I know someday I will step over to the other side 
and see Him face to face, what a day that will be.  But for 
now, I keep working and following Him here.  And yes, 
I’m really looking forward to Christmas this year again, 
not for the presents under the Christmas tree, for I’ve al-
ready received the greatest Christmas gift of all time: Je-
sus.  Christmas is to celebrate Jesus coming into the world 
to save sinners such as me.  If you’ve never received Him, 
I can’t urge you strongly enough to do so.  If you do so, 
like I did, you’ll never be the same again.

From me and my family to you, have a blessed, mer-
ry Christmas, and remember: Jesus is the whole reason 
for the season.

Tom Heck and his family have a small dairy farm in 
WI.  To order a copy of Tom’s  book, “Life on the Fam-
ily Farm” send a check to: Tom Heck, 21079 80th St., 
Bloomer WI. 54724.  $15 each plus $4 for S&H.  Order 
two or more at $15 each and get free S&H.  To view 
Tom’s past articles go to: tomheckfarm.com  Email 
Tom at: lifeonthefamilyfarm@gmail.com  Copyright © 
2022 by Tom Heck.  All rights reserved.

Mary J. Just
Mary Jane Just, age 92 of 

Cumberland passed Dec. 19, 
2022. Full obituary to follow 
next week.

Skinner Funeral Home of 
Cumberland is serving the 
family. 
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Merry 
Chris tmas 

from 
Louie’s 

Finer Meats
           Louie’s 
           Lodge

&
Louies’s 
on the 
Lake

A ribbon cutting was held on Tuesday, December 13th for Bona Casa. They hosted a Christmas party for the Chamber 
of Commerce. It was an opportunity for them to train the servers in a “soft open” learning feature and flow of the POS 
system. They plan to open the dining area January 4th. Pictured from left to right are Cumberland Chamber member 
Krista Johnson, Chamber of Commerce President Stacy Rischette, Bona Casa Owners James and Andrea Manning, 
Chamber members Troy Lynch, Jenni Thorp, Ben Stevens, Louis Muench and Emily Schutte. 

Breakfast with the Grinch!

The 2nd Annual Breakfast with the Grinch was held on Satuday, December 17th at Peter and Annie’s Coffee Shop Cafe. 

1936 Christmas...
Show” that would be held at 
the Isle Theatre that Friday 
night. Ideas for holiday gifts 
“For her” would come from 
local models wearing vari-
ous apparel, while the Va-
riety Beauty Shoppe would 
be showing, “The smartest 
thing in hair arrangements.” 
All sponsored by commu-
nity businesses.

The Advocate responded 
to the notice of the even-
ing by saying in an edito-
rial, “It is only just that the 
civic spirit which in-part is 
responsible for a firm’s ad-
vertising, be rewarded by 
increased business.”

Trying to get local busi-
ness was more important 
than ever with the country 
still in the throngs of the 
Great Depression. High 
unemployment during the 
1930s left businesses and 
people both struggling.

Wisconsin had reacted 
to the severity of the issue 
four years earlier with the 
Wisconsin Unemployment 
Compensation Act of 1932. 
It was the first unemployment 
insurance system at the state 
level in the United States, 
coming three years in advance 
of the Social Security Act of 
1935. The first Wisconsin 
Compensation Check was in 
the amount of $15 and given 
to Milwaukee’s Neils Ruud. 
The check can be found today 
at the Wisconsin Historical 
Society.

Now the new Federal So-
cial Security program, includ-
ing unemployment insurance, 
was ready to begin on January 
1, 1937. This made it critical 
to get individuals and em-
ployers enrolled and over 700 
forms were delivered to Cum-
berland in November. 

The forms weren’t the only 
thing in the mail. The Advo-
cate announced in an early 
December headline, “Christ-
mas Mail Volume the Greatest 
in Seven Years.” Postmaster 
Marie Dunham announced 
the importance of, “Mailing 
early,” as the excitement of the 
holidays seemed to be spread-
ing. She reminded patrons 
that, “Christmas cards cannot 
go at 1.5 cents if writing is 
included. When you include 
a message, seal the envelope 
and use a three-cent stamp.”

To aid their rural custom-
ers, the Post Office added that 
mail carriers would wait until 
the train came in on Christ-
mas Eve before going on their 
routes. This would help make 
sure, “As much Christmas 
mail as possible was delivered 
before the holiday.”

The papers in December of-
fered numerous shopping ide-
as for our residents. At Hines 
Mercantile, one could buy a 
silk tie for dad for 50 cents or 
pajamas for $1.45. Perhaps 
mom needed a new wool or 
silk scarf for $1.00 or a new 
handbag which cost $1.95. 
You could also buy either an 
Electric Toaster or Waffle Iron 
for 98 cents.

Another option was offered 
by Thomas Alfonse, who was 
a dealer in the “Coolerator 
Air Conditioned Refrigera-

tor,” which sold for $51.35. 
His advertisement said, “The 
Coolerator makes food taste 
better and last longer and 
makes taste-free ice cubes in 
only five minutes.”

For those that could not af-
ford presents, the American 
Legion collected donations 
for Christmas baskets for 
the needy. A large number of 
citizens and businesses par-
ticipated in the drive, mak-
ing baskets containing fruit, 
candy, nuts and toys, which 
were distributed to 150 grate-
ful families that season.

Holiday opportunities for 
the family could be found 
throughout the city leading up 
to the big day. 

One could attend the El-
ementary School Christmas 
Pageant, of which the writer 
of the program said, “Is a bevy 
of innocent, fresh humanity 
all tucked out in their holiday 
finery and performing their re-
spective parts in the program 
with pleasure and zest. These 
small pliable human beings 
undoubtedly possess unsus-
pected possibilities.’”

The Isle Theater had a 
special presentation of the 
Christmas Special, “PEP-
PER,” costing only 10 cents 
a child, or mom and dad 
could head to a series of free 
dances at the Pipe Lake Pavil-
lion. The Methodist Church, 
meanwhile, presented a Na-
tivity Scene on December 20, 
which was open to the public. 
Accompanied by Christmas 
Music, those attending were 
asked to bring a can of fruit or 
vegetables, which were later 
presented to the Hospital for 
their use.

For others, there were lo-
cal parties. The Legion held 
an invitational dance for 70 
members of the football team 
and faculty. One local party, 
however, ended with a minor 
tragedy. 

A group of friends met at 
the home of “Chicken Ole” 
Runquist, north of town, 
for a bit of Christmas cheer. 
When he tired and took a nap 
around 11:00 pm, he would 
later awake to find his trouser 
pockets had been relieved of 
$11. The police were notified 
at 5:00 am and promised to 
make an effort to find the cul-
prit. 

On Christmas morning, 
the “Island City” rose to a 
warm 37 degrees, the warm-
est Christmas in years. It 
never got below freezing 
once during the day and 
would rise to 43 degrees on 
the 26th. It was a great re-
lief to the weather which hit 
the “Island City three days 
earlier.

Tuesday had been met 
with freezing rain which 
glazed city sidewalks. The 
Advocate would say of the 
day, “People moved in a 
world of slow motion and 
seized with frequent inter-
vals of erratic arm move-
ment. If candid camera 
could have recorded the 
first steps of all those who 
stepped from their houses 
in the morning, something 

unique in entertainment 
could have been offered to 
a waiting world.”

Finally it was Christmas 
morning, which may well 
have started for many at a 
local Church service. They 
could be found as early as a 
6:00 Mass at the McKinley 
Catholic Church or a 5:00 
am service at Augustana 
Lutheran. It was then a time 
to open presents and enter-
tain family and friends for a 
dinner of turkey or perhaps 
a beef roast, which could 
have been purchased for 
only 16 cents a pound at the 
City Meat Market earlier in 
the week.

For all our residents, 
however, it was a time to 
push the depression and 
one’s troubles away for a 
day. It was Christmas and a 
time to count our blessings, 
for what we had and for life 
in the “Island City.”


