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By Larry Werner

Highway 63 Construction to Start on Monday, 
April 28; Meeting Slated For April 22
Please join us for a pre-

construction meeting to dis-
cuss the 2025 resurfacing 
project on US 63 from the 
west junction of WIS 48 to 
Charrie Lane, exluding the 
Beaver Dam Lake structure, 
in the Barron County city of 
Cumberland.
The meeting will be from 

4:30 to 6:00 pm, Tuesday, 
April 22nd at Cumberland 
City Hall, 950 1st Ave. The 
objective of the meeting is 
to share details about the 
project, including scope, 
schedule and traffic im-
pacts with those living and 
working near the project 
site. Monarch Paving Co., 
the prime contractor on the 
$3.68-million project, plans 

to start construction, Mon-
day, April 28. That start is 
weather dependent.
Construction will consist 

of:
• Removing 3.25 inches of 

the existing pavement and 
placing 3.25 inches of new 
asphalt pavement.
• Closing access to the 

roadway at various loca-
tions to improve safety.
• Upgrading pedestrian 

curb ramps to current Amer-
icans with Disabilities Act 
standards.
• Repairing or replacing 

curb, gutter and sidewalk.
•Repairing sanitary sewer 

manholes and storm water 
inlets as needed.
• Extending the two-way 

left-turn lane pavement 
markings between 3rd and 
5th Avenues.
• Replacing pavement 

marking and signage.
During construction, US 

63 will remain open to traf-
fic. The first two stages of 
construction will be com-
pleted using shoulder and 
parking lane closures. Pe-
destrian access during these 
stages will be maintained. 
During the third stage of 
construction, motorists will 
encounter single-lane clo-
sures controlled by flag-
ging.
Construction is scheduled 

for completion in mid-Sep-
tember.
If you cannot attend the 

meeting but would like 
to find out more about 
the project, please con-
tact me (715-318-0882) 
or bdirkes@correinc.com. 
Deaf, hard-of-hearing, deaf-
blind and speech disabled 
persons should contact the 
Wisconsin Relay Service by 
dialing 711.
To keep up with traffic 

impacts during construc-
tion, please visit the proj-
ect’s construction site at 
projects.511wi.gov/nwr8/.

Sincerely,
Brendan Dirkes, P.E.

WisDOT Project
Coordinator

Northwoods Notebook: New owners, new life for the Tower House

Emergency personnel from Luck, Polk County Sheriff 
Department, Wisconsin State Patrol and Cumberland 
Ambulance Service responded to a 1 vehicle accident 
on Monday, April 14th on Wisconsin Hwy 48 just west 
of Cty Hwy E. at approximatley 12:30 p.m. Details 
were unavailable at press time but the accident was 
thankfully non fatal.

Cumberland’s Tower 
House has been purchased 
by a Minnesota couple who 
plan to turn it into a multi-
use commercial building 
with a tavern, coffee shop, 
retail clothing store, event 
center and tourist rooms. 
Dan and Rachel Smoot 
closed on the purchase 
March 31.

The Smoots, who have a 
home on Horseshoe Lake, 
have a real estate agency 
and clothing company, Ad-
vanced Sportswear, in the 
Twin Cities. In February, 
they looked at the Tower 
House and “instantly fell in 
love with the building and 
architecture ... as well as the 
business opportunities The 
Tower House presented,” 
Dan said in an email.

In that email, he detailed 
his plans for the building:

Event Center — With 
both indoor/outdoor capac-
ity and the great patio, we 
plan on hosting public and 
private events.  Weddings, 
graduations, company par-
ties, community organiza-
tions, etc.  We also plan on 
hosting public events that 

bring the community to-
gether with live music, food 
trucks, BBQ’s, etc. 

Short Term Rentals — 
The upper two levels will 
receive a facelift and will 
be available for short-term 
rentals, including The Tow-
er House Suite on the 3rd 
level. 

Tavern/Speakeasy — 
Leveraging our liquor li-
cense, we will open a tav-
ern/lounge with a friendly 
staff, signature drinks, and 
a comfortable environment. 
A future speakeasy is some-
thing that is also a possibil-
ity. 

Retail/Boutique — A 
mixture of high-end and 
value brands featuring lake 
wear/cabin wear/local spirit 
wear. 

Advanced Sportswear — 
We will expand our business 
into Cumberland, offering 
a fresh take on custom ap-
parel.   Get apparel for your 
team, business, charity, 
group/organization from a 
“one-stop-shop” for every-
thing you need, including 
our ability to quickly set up 
custom online stores mak-

The Smoot family.

ing ordering easy. 
Lightning Bolt Coffee 

— Imagine enjoying the 
ambiance of the inside of 
The Tower House, playing 
games with friends, fam-

ily, kids or the spacious pa-
tio along side your freshly 
brewed coffee, Bloody 
Mary, or Mimosa.  Bak-
ery goods, signature coffee 
drinks, and made-to-order 

sandwiches/light fare will 
also be available. 

This will be a family af-
fair.  Our children all plan 
on being an active part of 
running this business. Our 

daughter, Abby, has al-
ready started working on 
our Social Media strategy 
so we can keep everyone 
informed.  We are active on 

Library Lake Reflooding 
Thursday, April 17
On Thursday, April 17, 2025 
at around 11 AM the refill-
ing of Library Lake will 
commence. Grove St. will 
be closed from 5th Ave. to 
4th Ave. to all but residen-
tial traffic from 7AM Thurs-
day until Friday afternoon. 
A loud horn sound (2 - three 
second blasts} will mark 
the beginning of the refill-
ing.  Library Lake should be 
back to the current Beaver 

Dam Lake level by Friday. 
Come downtown to witness 
and celebrate the refilling 
event culminating 15 years 
of the restoration of Library 
Lake! When looking for a 
viewing location, please 
avoid the immediate area 
around the Grove St. bridge. 
The BDLMD thanks all 
those that have supported 
this historic endeavor. See 
you on Thursday!

Wisconsin Experiencing 
Increased Fire Danger; 
Burn Permits Continue 
To Be Suspended In 24 
Counties
MADISON, Wis. – Elevat-

ed fire danger resulted in 63 
wildfires burning 135 acres 
this past weekend, and the 
Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) 
is continuing to suspend 
burn permits in 24 counties 
where the DNR has burn 
restriction authority as fire 
danger remains “high” and 
“very high” in many areas 
of the state.
The dry weather and very 

high winds significantly 
increase fire risk across the 
state. Along with burning 
permit restrictions, the DNR 
will be staffing all available 
fire equipment across the 
state and shifting resources 
to areas with elevated fire 
risk. An incident manage-
ment team is on standby to 
mobilize in the event a large 
fire ignites. The Wiscon-
sin Army National Guard 
will also have two crews 
available to respond with 
Blackhawk helicopters with 
bucket capability.

Spring is the most critical 
fire season in Wisconsin. 
Shortly after the snow dis-
appears, a dry spring or even 
a few days in between pre-
cipitation can leave grasses, 
pine needles and leaf litter 
very dry, creating hazardous 
conditions. Warmer tem-
peratures, low humidity and 
windy days, coupled with 
many landowners conduct-
ing spring clean-ups around 
their property by burning 
yard waste, lead to the ma-
jority of wildfires.
Many people were outside 

over the weekend cleaning 
up their yards and choosing 
to burn debris accumulated 
over the winter. Others were 
burning off prairie or grassy 
areas for habitat manage-
ment.
If planning to burn, it’s 

important to obtain proper 
burn permits, check the 
daily DNR restrictions prior 
to burning each day, follow 
the rules on the permit and 
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Jonelle’s Forever Flowers
2501•3 1/4 5th Street | Cumberland, WI 54829

 I look forward to making the 
arrangement of your choice for 
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Prom, Mother’s Day, 
  Memorial Day, Weddings & Funerals 
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Cumberland American Legion
Available to rent for 

Weddings, Parties, Reunions, etc.
Hall • Bar • Kitchen

CAN BE DECORATED TO FIT YOUR NEEDSCAN BE DECORATED TO FIT YOUR NEEDS
For More Info Contact 
715-822-4121

Thursday, April 17
Pizza burger with red sauce, fries, carrots, 

applesauce. 
MS/HS: Grilled chicken sandwich. 
ES: Jelly sandwich & string cheese.

Friday, April 18
NO SCHOOL - GOOD FRIDAY

Monday, April 21
 Ham and cheese, fries carrots, pears.  

MS/HS: Grilled chicken sandwich. 
ES: Jelly sandwich & string cheese.

Tuesday, April 22
ES: Chicken patty. MS/HS: Chicken fajitas, 
brown rice, corn, refried beans, applesauce. 

MS/HS: Cheese quesadilla.
ES: Jelly Sandwich & Cheese string. 

Wednesday, April 23
Beef vegetable soup, grilled cheese, 

green beans, peaches. 
MS/HS: Walking fajitas. 

ES: Jelly Sandwich and String Cheese.
All meals are served with a variety of 1/2 pint of milk, 

fresh, frozen and canned fruits and vegetables. MENU IS 
SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

DUE TO VENDOR AVAILABILITY.

This institution is an Equal 
Opportunity Provider

SCHOOL LUNCH

All meals are served with a variety 
of 1/2 pint of milk, fresh, frozen and 

canned fruits and vegetables. 
MENU IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
DUE TO VENDOR AVAILABILITY.

This institution is an 
Equal Opportunity Provider

SCHOOL LUNCH
Thursday, April 17

Pizza burger with red sauce, 
fries, carrots, applesauce. MS/
HS: Grilled chicken sandwich. 

ES: Jelly sandwich & string 
cheese.

Friday, April 18
NO SCHOOL - GOOD FRIDAY

Monday, April 21
 Ham and cheese, fries carrots, 
pears.  MS/HS: Grilled chicken 

sandwich. 
ES: Jelly sandwich & string 

cheese.
Tuesday, April 22

ES: Chicken patty. MS/HS: 
Chicken fajitas, brown rice, 

corn, refried beans, applesauce. 
MS/HS: Cheese quesadilla.

ES: Jelly Sandwich & 
Cheese string. 

Wednesday, April 23
Beef vegetable soup, 

grilled cheese, 
green beans, peaches. 

MS/HS: Walking fajitas. 
ES: Jelly Sandwich and String 

Cheese.
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HOPE COMMUNITY CHURCH
Welcomes You!

 Good Friday Service: 6:00 pm
   Easter: 9:30 am

The Cumberland Golf Club 
will be holding their 

Annual Meeting for 2025
on Wednesday, May 14th 

at 7pm at the 
              Cumberland Golf Club

Celebrate Earth Day and Arbor Day with a family friendly 
hiking event at Timberland Hills (1788 Boyd Lane, Barronett, 
WI) on Saturday April 26th at 10AM
Cumberland Area Trails 

Alliance (CATA), Supe-
rior Lobe Chapter of the 
Ice Age Trail, and Timber-
land Hills Foundation are 
co-sponsoring this event. 
These organizations will have 
booths with more information 
regarding area trails and in-
formation of how you can get 
involved.
This event will feature:
• All terrain wheelchairs 

provided by Accessibil-
ity Wisconsin and Blue Hills 
Sportsmen’s Club. They will 
have 2 adult and 1 child size 
chair available for use free 
of charge for persons with 
mobility or instability condi-
Bons. If you cannot navigate 
the outdoors because of a 
bum knee, sore hip, or sore 
back, these wheelchairs can 
give you a sense of freedom 
and enjoyment. Check out 

these rides at www.access-
abilitywi.org
• In celebration of Arbor 

Day, Spruce tree saplings will 
be given away to all partici-
pants (as supplies last)
• Walk and Talk presentation 

with Jim Bryce on birding 
and anything nature or hike 
the Ice Age Trail at your own 
pace.

A gnome hunt for kids will 
be held...count the number of 
�J�Q�R�P�H�V���\�R�X���À�Q�G���I�R�U���D���S�U�L�]�H��
Enjoy a free drink with the 

purchase of a meal after the 
event at Timberland Hills 
Bar and Grill.
.No charge for this event. 

Hope to see you OUT-
SIDE!!!

C O M M U N I T Y  E D U C A T I O N
 O F F E R I N G S

       CUMBERLAND 
              SCHOOL DISTRICT NEWS 

THURSDAY, APRIL 17 : • 6:30-7:30 am  CCE: Pickleball • 3-9 pm Track @ Ashland High 

School •5-7 pm Softball Home vs St. Croix Falls • 5-8 pm Baseball Home vs St. Croix Falls •

FRIDAY, APRIL 18: • NO SCHOOL - EASTER VACATION • 6:30-7:30 am CCE: Pickleball •

SATURDAY, APRIL 19 : • 11 am-1 pm CCE: Pickleball • 

MONDAY,  APRIL 21:   • 6:30-7:30 am CCE: Pickleball • 7-8 am Colorguard Rehearsal 

• 4-5 pm CCE: Choose Fit/Bench Stepping •

TUESDAY, APRIL 22:  • 6:30-7:30 am CCE: Pickleball • 5-8 Baseball Home vs Ladysmith 

• 5--7 pm Softball @ Ladysmith • 6:30-8:30 pm Freestyle/Greco Roman Wrestling practice 

• 8-10 pm CCE: Adult Volleyball •

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 23:   • 6:30-7:30 am CCE: Pickleball • 4:30-5:30 pm CCE: Choose 

Fit/Bench Stepping • 6-8 pm CCE: Pickleball • 

M A Y  D A Y  F O R A G I N G
Please join Katie G. on a foraging walk in support of the Cum-
berland Co-op. Katie has been an avid forager since 2016. She 
learned what she knows from experts such as Samual Thayer 
from Foragers Harvest and the Forager Chef, Alan Bergo. She 

would like to show you spring ephemeral wild edible plants and 
make a tasty Wild Spring Salad.

We will begin class at the IC Food Coop and then proceed to an 
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repellent and perhaps a water bottle.
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@ Island City Food Coop
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To register for this great opportunity please contact:  
Susan Bridger, CCE Director HS: 715-822-5121 ext. 403 / sbrid@csdmail.com

You may also sign-up at the IC Food Coop

SPANISH LESSONS
iHola! aprendamos espanol

Hello! Let's learn Spanish
4 Week Beginner Course - $40
Tuesday - May 6, 13, 20 & 27

5:00 - 6:30 pm
Cumberland High School

Taught by: Shahla Brown, HS Spanish teacher
4 weeks isn't long, but we'll cover some of the basics 

and give you tools to keep going.
 To register, please contact:   Susan Bridger CCE Director HS 

715-822-5121 ext. 403 or sbrid@csdmail.com

5-Pronged Approach to Wellness
Presented by Karen Schleis

Retired teacher, Crafter & Self-Proclaimed Foodie
Being healthy doesn't mean you have to be miserable! In this class, you'll learn 
about author Karen Hurd's 5-Pronged Approach to wellness and sample some 
of he delicious recipes from her book, The Bean Queen Cookbook, and hear 

the outcomes instructor Karen Schleis's family has had related to diabetes and 
weight loss by implementing her strategies.

Wednesday, April 30 • 5:00-6:30 pm
Cumberland High School FACE Room

Cost: $10
TO REGISTER, PLEASE SIGN-UP AT THE IC FOOD COOP or CONTACT: 

Susan Bridger, CCE Director,  
715-822-5121 ext. 403 | sbrid@csdmail.com

“100 Women Who Care” 
Quarterly Meeting at Nezzy’s 
April 23

Apri l  23 wi l l  be the 
next quarter ly meet-
ing for  “100 Women 
Who Care” at  Nezzy’s 
in Cumberland.  Social 
Hour at 5:30, Meeting at 
6:00 pm.  This quarter’s 
presenters are:  Boys 
& Girls Club of Barron 

County; Dreamship Play 
& Leaning Center, and 
St. Vincent de Paul, St. 
Joseph Conference. Any-
one is welcome to attend 
this meeting and join the 
group by voting and then 
contributing $100.00 to 
the chosen charity.


