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Heroic Civilians Save
Man From Drowning
at Shell Lake Beach

On July 9th, 2025, at ap-
proximately 3:34 pm, Shell
Lake Police, Washburn
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, Shell Lake Fire De-
partment, North Memorial
Ambulance and Shell Lake
First Responders responded
to the Shell Lake Beach area
for a report of a person that
was potentially drowning at
the Shell Lake beach area.

Upon arrival, it was de-
termined that a male had
been in distress, and had
gone under water. Due to
the very quick actions of
some witnesses, they were
able to get the man on the
swim raft and perform life
saving measures. Thanks
to the quick response of the
witnesses, they were able

Cumberland

to revive the man as emer-
gency crews were arriving
on scene.

We would like to thank the
civilian witnesses that took
action when seeing a person

in distress at the beach and |

performing life-saving mea-
sures. In addition, we would
like to express our apprecia-
tion to the Shell Lake Fire
Department, the Shell Lake
First Responders, the North
Memorial Ambulance, the
Wisconsin State Patrol, the
Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources and the
Washburn County Sheriff’s
Department for their rapid
response.
Michael Jaszczak
Interim Police Chief

Healthcare

Welcomes General Surgeon,
Dr. Peter Dahlberg, PhD

Dr. Peter Dahlberg PhD

CUMBERLAND, WI -
Cumberland Healthcare
proudly announces the ad-
dition of Dr. Peter Dahl-
berg, a board-certified gen-
eral surgeon specializing in
surgical oncology, gastro-
enterology, robotic and tho-
racic surgery.

Dr. Dahlberg currently
practices at Western Wis-
consin Health. To help en-
sure patients in both com-
munities have access to
high-quality general surgi-
cal care, Western Wiscon-
sin Health and Cumberland
Healthcare, both fully inde-
pendent rural critical access

hospitals, are collaborating
to share his expertise. Dr.
Dahlberg earned his Bach-
elor of Science degree in
Chemistry from the Univer-
sity of California at Berke-
ley, followed by his gradu-

ation from the University of SCOtt Lake °

Minnesota Medical School.
His extensive training in-
cludes a General Surgery
internship and residency at
the University of Minneso-
ta, where he also completed
endoscopy training and a
fellowship in surgical in-
fectious diseases. The sub-
sequent year he earned his
Ph.D., focusing on ground-
breaking treatments for se-
vere bacterial infections.
His pursuit of excellence
continued with a prestigious
Thoracic Surgery Fellow-
ship at the Mayo Clinic in

Rochester, MN.
Throughout his career, Dr.
Dahlberg has been a trail-
blazer in advancing surgical
techniques. He introduced
and led the ACS-certified
cancer program alongside
Cont’d on page 3

City of Cumberland
Construction Update

Hines Lakeview Drive:

Bids were awarded and
the pre-construction meet-
ing was held Tuesday. Work
will start in early August,
with the first major under-
taking being the pulveriza-
tion of the existing street
surface. This is planned for
approximately August 7th
or 8th and should most like-
ly only take one day, but no
more than two. Watermain
work in the terminal - 950
feet of the street will follow
shortly thereafter. Substan-
tial completion of this proj-
ect should be achieved by
September 19th, so things
will move quickly once we
get started. There could be
up to a 4-6 week window
between pulverization of
the roadway and installation
of new blacktop. We’ll be
disseminating more infor-

mation of how each prop-
erty will be impacted in the
near future.

Ist and Marshall: Storm
sewer work is nearing
completion. All utility work
should be completed by the
end of next week. Rebuild-
ing the road preparing it for
sidewalk, curb & gutter and
blacktop should commence
the week of July 28th. Proj-
ect completion is planned
for early to mid August.

Highway  63:  Black-
top, blacktop, blacktop.
Depending on weather,
weather, weather!
applications of blacktop
were applied Monday of
this week and are awaiting
test results and approval
to move full blacktop pro-
duction. Full blacktop op-
erations should be approved
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69 year oId Karen Frye 6f Comstock was severely
injured when she was attacked by a black bear outsi-

de her home on 21st Avenue west of Scott Lake. Frye
was out with her dog when the attack happened. DNR

% officials believe she possibly got between a sow and

her cub. The incident occurred on Saturday, July 12th

| around 2P.M. She is currently listed in stable condi-

tion at a Twin Cities hospital. Picture at left is a DNR

stock photo of a black bear.

DNR Investlgatlng Black Bear Attack Near
Victim Sustained Severe Injuries,
Search For Bear Continues

COMSTOCK, Wis. — The
Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources (DNR) is
investigating after 69-year-
old Karen Frye was at-
tacked by a black bear
outside her home near the
town of Comstock in Bar-
ron County.

The victim reported the
attack around 2 p.m. Satur-
day, July 12. She was able
to call 911 and was taken to
Cumberland Healthcare for
treatment and transferred to
a Twin Cities hospital. The
victim’s condition is cur-
rently listed as stable.

Officers from  Barron
County and the city of
Cumberland initially re-
sponded to the 911 call. Lo-
cal DNR wardens and U.S.
Department of Agriculture
(USDA) Wildlife Services
staff also responded to the
incident. Upon arrival, they

began looking for the bear
and at that time they located
a cub in a tree indicating
this involved a sow and cub.

DNR wardens and USDA
Wildlife Services staff at-
tempted to track the bear
with the aid of a trained bear
hound dog, but the search
was unsuccessful.

Efforts to capture the bear
are ongoing. Several bear
traps have been set at the
scene. The goal is to eutha-
nize the bear and assess its
condition.

It is unknown why the at-
tack occurred. DNR war-
dens continue to investigate
the incident to learn more
details and a possible cause.

No other information on
this specific incident is
available at this time, and
staff are unavailable to pro-
vide interviews. The DNR’s
Office of Communications

will release new informa-
tion as it becomes available.
Bear Conflict Informa-
tion

The DNR partners with
USDA’s Wildlife Services
staff to respond to bear
complaints.

USDA Wildlife Services
responds to 500-600 nui-
sance bear complaints an-
nually. Between 70-80% of
complaints are resolved by
providing recommendations
to the complainant, most of-
ten the removal of an attrac-
tant. Trapping and reloca-
tion of bears is the primary
abatement option when di-
rect control is needed.
Incidents of black bears
attacking or killing humans
are very rare but do oc-
cur both in Wisconsin and
across the country.

No human fatalities have
resulted from encounters

with wild black bears in re-
corded Wisconsin history.

General Bear Informa-
tion

There are an estimated
24,000 bear in Wisconsin.

Black bears are generally
secretive, not aggressive
and tend to avoid humans as
much as possible but bears
are sometimes known to be
aggressive if cubs are pres-
ent and feel threatened.

Bears primarily occupy
the northern two thirds of
the state, but are sometimes
observed in the southern
part of the state as well.

Bears are omnivores and
eat both plant and animals.
They are opportunistic feed-
ers and will feed on natural
foods as well as anthro-
pogenic (human caused)
foods.

Best Practices In Bear

Cont’d on page 12

Construction Congestion!
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Road construction delays have been more prevalent the past week or so as crews work on milling old black-

top and then start to apply new blacktop on US Highway 48 and 63. Pictured here crews lay down some new
Cont’d on page 11 blacktop near the 4 corners Monday morning.
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Cumberland’s loss By Larry Werner

One evening in October
of 2014, a few months after
we had moved to Cum-
berland, Ann and I went
to see a play at the Arts
Center, the former Catho-
lic church across from the
elementary school. The
play, “Spitfire Grill,” was
terrific.

I had just begun to write
this column, then known
as “Northwoods New-
comer.” 1 wrote about
how much I enjoyed the
play but expressed disap-
pointment that the theater
was half empty.

If I hadn’t written about
that performance, I might
never have met Lori
Bock, one of the primary
reasons [ grew to love
this little town. If Lori
hadn’t emailed me asking
to have coffee to discuss
any ideas I might have
about filling the theater,
I wouldn’t have got in-
volved with Enrichment
Through Culture (ETC),
the arts council this dy-
namic woman has served
as president for the past
dozen years.

While I grew to love
Cumberland because of
its natural beauty, its
charming downtown and
its coffee shops, a ma-
jor reason this became a
great place for me is be-
cause I got involved. As
an ETC board member, I
produced events, worked
with Lori on fundraisers,
promoted ETC in the me-
dia, managed a summer
concert series and even
acted in plays.

I’ll never forget: “Lar-

ry, we won’t have a Ru-
tabaga play if we can’t
find two guys for ‘The
0Odd Couple (Female Ver-
sion).””

Using her powers of
persuasion, and skill at
guilting, she actually got
two old white men to play
the roles of dashing Span-
ish divorcees to romance
Olive, the slob, and Flor-
ence, the neatnick.

After 28 years here,
Lori and her husband,
Al, have sold their home
in Cumberland and are
downsizing to a sen-
ior home in Stillwater,
Minn., which is close to
their family members.
The town is losing one
of its premier volunteers,
and Ann and I are los-
ing from town two peo-
ple who have become
our close friends, fellow
members of our Friday
Fish Group and coffee
pals.

Before Lori agreed to
take on the job running
ETC, she was director of
the Thomas St. Angelo
Public Library from 2009
to 2013. In that role, she
spearheaded a fund-raiser
to build a large addition.
As president of ETC,
she raised thousands for
adding a main-level re-
stroom and refurbishing
the downstairs bathrooms
in a campaign known as
“Potties for the People.”
In a matter of months,
ETC raised $70,000 to
replace a leaky roof.

Oh, and this small but
powerful  person  just
completed a term as pres-

Cumberland Healthcare...

his colleague in River Falls,
WI, and has practiced at re-
nowned institutions such as
United Hospital and Abbott
Northwestern Hospital in
the Twin Cities. Dr. Dahl-
berg’s true passion lies in
rural medicine. He appre-
ciates the relationships that
rural hospitals foster, and
getting to know his patients
as people first, is a corner-
stone to his practice. Dr.
Dahlberg brings his world-
class training to communi-
ties most in need. Known
for his pioneering work
in robotic surgery, he was
among the first general sur-
geons in the region to per-
form complex procedures
including hiatal hernia re-
pairs, groin hernia repairs,

and colon resections. Dr.
Dahlberg offers a compre-
hensive array of procedures
ranging from endoscopic
interventions to traditional
and minimally invasive sur-
geries, including esophago-
gastroduodenoscopy (EGD)
with dilation. His dedica-
tion to multidisciplinary
approaches in oncology
underscores his commit-
ment to delivering holis-
tic patient care.

Dr. Dahlberg’s contribu-
tions extend beyond his
clinical achievements.
He is a respected member
of multiple surgical so-
cieties and has authored
numerous publications.
Sharing  his  insights
through lectures on sur-

ident of the Island City
Food Co-op. For many
years, she’s been an ac-
tive member of Cumber-
land’s First United Meth-
odist Church.

Small towns like Cum-
berland need people like
Lori Bock to get involved
and to get others involved
in making them better
places. Lori gave much
of herself to Cumberland,
and Cumberland gave her
and Al 28 years of good
life on the island.

While having our daily
coffee last week, I asked
her what she will miss
about the place she will
be leaving. Here’s some
of what she said:

“It will be hard to
leave ETC, the beautiful
library, the summer mu-
sic, the annual Christmas
concert, the welcoming
shops, the park and of
course the amazing lake.
It will be heartbreaking
to leave all the wonder-
ful, kind and generous
people we’ve gotten to
know. But knowing how
difficult all these last
times will be makes me
realize how very blessed
we’ve been to live here
for 28 years. Our hearts
are filled with gratitude.
Of course, it’s easier to
leave knowing we can
often join the long line of
blue license plates that flow
into beautiful Cumberland
on weekends.”

Well said,
President.

Larry Werner’s email
is  lhwerner47@gmail.
com.

Madame

gical advancements and
related topics.

“We are excited to wel-
come Dr. Dahlberg to our
surgical services team,”
stated Emily Dilley,
CEO. “As a dedicated
general surgeon offering
comprehensive, compas-
sionate, and personalized
care, he will be instrumen-
tal in meeting the health and
wellness needs of our com-
munities.”

Dr. Dahlberg is currently
seeing patients and is in
Cumberland every Thurs-
day and Friday. For more
information about Dr. Dahl-
berg, visit www.cumber-
landhealthcare.com or to
schedule an appointment,
call 715-822-7500.
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