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Fatal Fire!

Emergency personnel were called to lot #31 of the Comstock Mobile Home Park on Thursday, October 30th 
for a report of smoke coming from the home. After arrival firefighters found the home filled with smoke 
and snuffed out the fire. Tragically firefighters located Dawn Allen age 48 deceased in the home. According 
to Cumberland Fire Chief Chad Olson the cause of the fire remains under investigation. Our thoughts and 
prayers are with family and friends at this difficult time.

One Female Deceased 
after Mobile Home fire 
in Comstock
On October 30, 2025, at 

3:18 pm, the Barron County 
Sheriff’s Department along 
with the Cumberland Fire 
Department, Cumberland 
Ambulance and Wisconsin 
Department of Justice re-
sponded to a mobile home 
on fire at the address of 
1868 US Highway 63 in 
Comstock.

Once the fire was extin-
guished, fire fighters locat-
ed the body of a deceased 
female inside of the mo-
bile home.  The victim was 
identified as Dawn Allen of 
Comstock. 
The cause of the fire is un-

der investigation.
Per Sheriff

Jodi Kummet

$9,000 Grant!

Congratulations to Bourbons Bar for being this quarters 50 People & More winner of a $9,000 Grant. According 
to Bourbons owner Kris Zappa, the money will be used for several updates to the building including the front of 
the business. Pictured from left to right are 50 People and More Who Care members Mike Capuzzi, Jeff Piela, 
John Chiodo, Laura Schmidt-Tyler, Phil Flottum, Dale Goergen, Tom Hallgren, Bourbons Bar Owner Kris Zappa, 
50 People and More who Care member Mark Gargulak, Bourbons Bar Manager Jasmine Newhouse, Ryatt Ne-
whouse, and Misty. 

News from City Hall
by Mayor Dan Shoemaker
The City of Cumberland’s 

proposed 2026 General 
Fund Operational Budget 
(Budget) has been posted 
in the Advocate.  It consists 
of about 20 lines of revenue 
and expenditure categories.  
The bottom of the summary 
shows the proposed Proper-
ty Tax Levy of 2.7%.  This 
is virtually the same as the 
2025 CPI (Consumer Price 
Index) change announced 
by the State of WI.  Once 
again, the City has achieved 
our objective of limiting tax 
increases to the rate of in-
flation.  A 20-line summary 
does not begin to describe 
the effort behind the Budget 
and the development of the 
associated financial con-
trols.

The highest-order part of 
the finance system is the 
Financial Management 
Plan (FMP).  First created 
in 2023, the FMP combines 
the short-term (12 month) 
budget with long-term (>5 
year) plans.  The 2023 FMP 
was incomplete, but a good 
start.  It included a first cut 
at a Capital Improvement 
Plan (CIP), established a 
targeted undesignated Gen-
eral Fund balance, included 
Tax Incremental District 
(TID) planning tools and a 
Debt Plan.
The Capital Improve-

ment Plan contains projects 
including Public Works 
(streets, stormwater, bridg-
es, buildings, etc.), and 
Parks and Recreation (Ea-

gle Point and Tourist Park 
improvements).  Project 
costs are not reflected in the 
annual budget.  These ex-
penses are typically covered 
by debt and grants.  The 
Budget contains a line for 
Interfund Transfers which 
covers debt repayment.
Added since 2023, is the 

Equipment Replacement 
Plan (ERP).  This plan item-
izes vehicles (e.g. Police 
squads), heavy equipment 
(e.g. trucks, snowplows, 
excavating equipment) and 
smaller equipment (e.g. 
lawn mowers).  The ERP 
establishes a theoretical 
replacement schedule, pro-
jected replacement costs 
and projected trade-in val-
ues.  The Capital Improve-

ment Plan and Equipment 
Replacement Plan com-
bined is the mechanism to 
identify large future ex-
penses.
Debt management is an es-

sential part of the Financial 
Management Plan.  Much 
like personal mortgages are 
used for the large expense 
of housing, City debt is 
properly used for high-cost 
projects with long life ex-
pectancies (such as infra-
structure) and equipment 
replacement.  The Debt Plan 
seeks to balance the funding 
for these items while struc-
turing size and timing of 
debt payments to maintain 
tax discipline.  Additionally, 
we maintain additional debt 

Rice Lake Woman Missing 
On Monday, November 

3, 2025, at approximately 
7:10 pm, Rice Lake resident 
Toni A. Peterson, 60 years 
old, was reported missing 
from her apartment. Toni 
left some letters addressed 
to her family that have law 
enforcement and her family 
concerned for her welfare. 
Toni also left her cellular 
phone at her apartment.
Toni is believed to be op-

erating a 2020 Honda CRV,  
gray, bearing Wisconsin 
registration AKL4656. Au-
tomated license plate reader 
technology showed Toni 
driving in Rice Lake at ap-

proximately 8:16 am, Wash-
burn County at 8:32 am, and 
Ashland at 10:59 am on No-
vember 3, 2025.
Toni is from the Iron River 

(WI) area. Authorities be-
tween Rice Lake and that 
area have been notified and 
continue to look for Toni. 
Toni has been listed as a 
missing person.
If anyone has any informa-

tion that could assist law 
enforcement in locating 
Toni, please call your local 
agency.

Rice Lake Police
Department



2  Wednesday, November 5, 2025

WINTER PARKING REGULATIONS
ALL NIGHT PARKING PROHIBITED:

�ere will be no parking on any city street 
between the hours of 2:30 a.m. and 6:00 
a.m. on any day between November 1 
through April 1. Violators may be ticketed 
or towed.
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BUYING or
SELLING 
WITH 
BRIAN STEVENS
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•PROVIDE NAME & 
ADDRESS INFORMATION
•BRING A STURDY BOX 

TO CARRY FOOD 

Cumberland
Area Food Pantry 

Open Fridays 1-3 pm
1290 1st Ave.
Cumberland 
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For further information or  emergency food 

assistance, please call 715-822-3767. 

Find us on Facebook @ Cumberland Area Food Pantry 

cumberlandfoodpantry@gmail.com

This Pantry is an Equal OpportunityTEFAP Provider
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This Pantry is an 
Equal OpportunityTEFAP Provider

Cumberland American Legion
Available to rent for 

Weddings, Parties, Reunions, etc.
Hall • Bar • Kitchen

    Open to the Public  
      Wednesday’s & Friday’s  @ 4:00 pm!

   For More Info Contact 
715-822-4121

Corn Hole
is coming to Cumberland at 

the American Legion!
An 8 week league, beginning

Thursday, October 16th
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

Open to the public!
$10 per person, bring your 

own bags. Blind draw. 
Register on Scoreholio

Come at 6:30 pm if you would like 
instructions on playing or registering.

Any quest ions, 
contact  A lyson 
Lundeqaum at 715-

419-1858.

RELIABLE • EFFICIENT • THOROUGH
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715-520-7309

NAN’S CLEANING SERVICE
NEW SMALL BUSINESS OWNER

C O M M U N I T Y  E D U C A T I O N
 O F F E R I N G S

       CUMBERLAND 
              SCHOOL DISTRICT NEWS 

THURSDAY, NOV. 6:  • 6-7 am CCE: TRX • 6:30-7:30 am CCE Pickleball 
• MS Boys Basketball Home vs St. Croix Falls *  
FRIDAY, NOV. 7:  • 6:30-7:30 am CCE Pickleball - ES Gym • 4-5 pm CCE: 
Choose Fit • 
SATURDAY, NOV 8 : • 11 am-1 pm Pickleball ES Gym • 7-10:30 pm CHS 
Fall Formal
MONDAY, NOV. 10: • 6:30-7:30 am CCE Pickleball - ES Gym • 4-5 pm 
CCE: Choose Fit •
TUESDAY, NOV. 11: • 6-7 am CCE: TRX • 6:30 am-7:30 am CCE Pickleball 
-ES Gym • 5-7:30 pm MS Boys Basketball @ Unity • 8-10 pm CCE: Adult 
Volleyball • 
WEDNESDAY, NOV. 12 : • 6:30-7:30 am  CCE Pickleball •  

Let's Get Creative.......
Come make a Christmas Porch Pot @

Growing Wishes Greenhouse!
Sunday, November 23, 2025 @ 1:00 pm

Cost with everything included $45
Please register and pay in advance by mail or stop in and pay your 

fee at the Cumberland High School 8am - 4pm Monday-Friday.
To register or  further questions:

Contact Susan Bridger CCE Director at 715-822-5121 ext 403 
sbrid@csdmail.com

public welcome & free of cost! 
Due to the Cumberland High School construction... the 

Cumberland Fitness  Center is now closed for the summer. 

However, if you are interested in working out with the 

weight equipment - it will be open with an attendant in a tent  

on the Endeavor Stadium site Monday to Friday 5:15 am - 7:00 am

THE CUMBERLAND FITNESS CENTER 
Come & Check out the NEW Cumberland 

Fitness Center! Located in the west wing of the 
newly remodeled Cumberland High School. (Enter 

through the west door of the High School).
Morning people should enter through the East 

back bus doors of the Middle School
STILL FREE!

OPENING MONDAY, OCTOBER 6TH! 
Mornings: Monday-Friday 6:00 -8:00 am

Afternoons: Monday-Thursday 4:00 - 7:00 pm
Friday afternoons 4:00 - 6 pm

LNever visited the CFC? No Problem!
As always our "very" qualified and friendly staff will be 

happy to help you in any way!
Questions or concerns?

Contact Susan Bridger CCE Director 
715-822-5121 ext. 403/sbrid@csdmail.com

Choose Fit
A great overall body workout

Instructor: Pat Chuchwar
BENEFITS: IMPROVE STRENGTH & BALANCE, GREAT 
AEROBIC WORKOUT, WORK YOUR CORE, HIGH/LOW IN-

TENSITY, GOOD FOR ALL AGES.
For class, meet at the Cumberland Middle School Commons area.

Benches are available also big ball exercise.
10 classes for $25 or 24 classes for $45
First class is free-come check it out! 

Mondays: 4:00 pm (will use exercise ball and weights)
Wednesdays: 4:30 pm (will use bench, chair and bands)

(Texts will be sent if  there is any sort of  a class change)
Contact information: Susan Bridger CCE Director

715-822-5121 ext. 403/sbrid@csdmail.com

Thursday�� November ��
Ramen noodle bowl�� peas�� MS/HS: Pizza�� 

ES: Uncrustables��
Friday�� November ��

Chicken nuggets�� soft pretzel�� baked beans�� 
broccoli�� MS/HS: Pizza�� ES: Uncrustables��

Monday�� November ����
Chicken wrap�� fries�� carrots�� MS/HS: Pizza�� 

ES: Uncrustables�� 
Tuesday�� November ����

Chicken tortilla rice bowl�� corn�� homemade wheat 
bread�� MS/HS: Pizza�� ES: Uncrustables��

Wednesday�� November ����
Tater tot hot dish�� green beans�� homemade wheat 

bread�� MS/HS: Pizza��  ES:Uncrustables��

SCHOOL 
 LUNCH

All meals are served with a variety of 1/2 pint of milk, 
fresh, frozen and canned fruits and vegetables. 

MENU IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE DUE 
TO VENDOR AVAILABILITY.

This institution is an 
Equal Opportunity Provider
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AMERICAN LEGION HALL
1225 Veterans St. • Cumberland

9:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
  Lunch served by the Legion Auxiliary

Take-Outs Available!

Crafts, Baked Goods, 
Specialty Treasures

 �����������������������������������
��
�	�

The Annual
American Legion Auxiliary

 CHRISTMAS
    BAZAAR

   SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 8th
Crafters Wanted!

For
Cumberland’s 4th Annual

 Island City  Sipper! 
November 22!

12:00 pm - 5:00 pm
$25/table

Call 651-769-4888
to get your table!  

Please Call Ahead 
715-822-4004 

                      715-822-4004

MIDWEST INSULATION 
SOLUTIONS LLC

M . I . S . 
S P R AY  F OA M 
I N S U L AT I O N

SMART INSULATING DONE RIGHT

Mitchell Litwiller 715-641-1831
Cumberland, WI • missprayfoam@gmail.com

Thank you to everyone 
who helped me during my 
recovery. Your visits, calls, 
�Á�R�Z�H�U�V�����I�R�R�G���D�Q�G���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V�K�L�S��
meant the world to me. I am 
�V�R���J�U�D�W�H�I�X�O���I�R�U���\�R�X�U���N�L�Q�G�Q�H�V�V��
and support.

Pat Peichel

Card of Thanks

Sons of Norway 
Dovre Lodge  
Meeting
�6�R�Q�V�� �R�I�� �1�R�U�Z�D�\�� �'�R�Y�U�H��

Lodge is meeting on Tues-
day, November 11, 2025, 
11:30am, Chetek Lutheran.  
Following a potluck lunch 
and meeting, the program will 
�I�H�D�W�X�U�H�� �́ �1�R�U�Z�H�J�L�D�Q�� �&�K�U�L�V�W-
mas Traditions” presented by 
Shirley Peterson and Florence 
Weise.
�'�R�Y�U�H�� �/�R�G�J�H�� �L�V�� �D�� �Q�R�Q���S�U�R�À�W��

�I�U�D�W�H�U�Q�D�O�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���� �P�H�H�W-
ing monthly in Barron 
County since 1928.

Free Winter Coats and Blankets
�7�K�H�� �S�D�U�L�V�K�� �F�O�X�V�W�H�U�� �R�I�� �6�W����

�-�R�V�H�S�K�����6�W�����%�R�Q�L�I�D�F�H�����6�W�����3�H-
�W�H�U���� �D�Q�G�� �$�V�V�X�P�S�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��
Blessed Virgin Mary Catho-
lic Churches is sponsoring 
a winter coat and blanket 
�J�L�Y�H�D�Z�D�\���I�R�U���W�K�H���D�U�H�D�������1�H�Z��
and used winter coats, snow 
pants, boots, hats, mittens 

and warm blankets will be 
given away to all ages.  
Those needing a warm 

winter coat may choose one 
�I�U�H�H�� �R�I�� �F�K�D�U�J�H�� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �J�L�Y�H-
away Saturday November 
���Q�G���I�U�R�P������ �D���P���� �W�R�������� �S���P����
at St. Joseph Church, 827 E. 
LaSalle Avenue Barron.  


