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A View From Above!

Marty Peters used a drone to show the Hwy 63 Bridge Project from above. Work will continue throughout the summer.

Ridgeland Man Faces Attempted Homicide 
Charge And More After Making Alleged 
Threats Towards Praire Farm School

Dustin T. Rudd

Dustin T. Rudd, 36, 
of Ridgeland, has been 
charged with attempt first 
degree intentional homi-
cide, attempting taking 
hostages, possession of a 
firearm on  grounds of a 
school and terrorist threats. 
The reports of a deputy of 

the Barron County Sheriff’s 
Department, reflect that on 
May 15, 2026, at approxi-
mately 11:07 am, the depu-
ty was advised by dispatch 
that they had received a 
call from a male who ad-
vised that a person carrying 
a rifle and an American flag 
was walking northbound on 
County Road F, just north 
of the Dunn County line. 
The deputy reports County 
Road F is in the Town of 
Prairie Farm.
The deputy reports that 

the previous day the Bar-
ron County Sheriff’s Of-
fice received information 
from Dunn County Sher-
iff’s Office, advising of 
an officer safety alert re-
garding Dustin Rudd, the 
defendant. The deputy’s 
reports reflect Rudd made 
many anti-government 
comments, and believed 
the CIA was spying on him 
and his family. The depu-
ty’s reports further reflect 
that the email from Dunn 
County indicated that Rudd 
had posted photographs of 
numerous firearms on his 
Facebook page, including 

two long rifles, shotguns, 
handguns and boxes of am-
munition. The deputy re-
ports the email also includ-
ed information that Rudd 
works at Big Bike Parts in 
Rice Lake.
The deputy reports he 

further observed previous 
CAD reports from the Bar-
ron County Dispatch sys-
tem to reflect that Rudd had 
recently been let go from 
his job.
The deputy’s reports re-

flect that after the incident 
concluded, he learned Rudd 
was live streaming the en-
tire incident on YouTube. 
The deputy reports he was 
able to pull up the live 
stream and watch the live 
feed. The live feed started at 
Rudd’s residence, and Rudd 
stated he didn’t know which 
gun he should take. At one 
point, Rudd had a 12 gauge 
shotgun in his hand. The 
deputy observed Rudd to 
operate the action and then 
place the gun down. Rudd 
then picked up a .30-06, 
loaded a five round maga-
zine and slung it over his 
back. Rudd stated he want-
ed to go out in a patriotic 
way so he needed to carry 
an American flag. Rudd 
then got an approximately 
six foot white pole and se-
cured an American flag to it.
The deputy reports that 

throughout the YouTube 
video, he observed Rudd 
to state that his children 
were eaten and that he was 
going to the Prairie Farm 
School to shoot the kids. 
Rudd stated all children 
needed to die. Rudd stated 
in the video that someone 
was forcing his hand, and 
he had to do what he had to 
do. Rudd further stated that 
after he shot as many kids 
as he could he was going to 
hold other people hostage 
until law enforcement could 

arrive. Rudd stated he was 
going to shoot himself and 
go out in a blaze of glory in 
a very patriotic way. 
The deputy reports the 

video was on selfie mode, 
meaning Rudd’s face was 
in the video the entire time 
until he was taken into cus-
tody.
The deputy reports he tried 

to screen record the video, 
but was unable to. The dep-
uty reports he later tried to 
access the video, and it was 
no longer on Rudd’s You-
Tube page.
A detective with the same 

department, reports on May 
18, 2026, he was made 
aware  that a segment from 
the YouTube video that 
Rudd had recorded was be-
ing shared on Facebook by 
a female subject. The de-
tective reports he located a 
segment  of the video and 
reviewed it. The detective 
reports it was consistent 
with the video he had seen 
on May 15, 2026, which the 
deputy had located on You-
Tube.
The detective reports the 

video clip was approximate-
ly one minute and eleven 
seconds long, and showed 
Rudd wearing a red shirt 
with what appeared to be a 
rifle slung on his shoulder. 
The detective reports the 
video was of him ranting.
The deputy reports that 

as he approached the Vil-
lage of Prairie Farm on May 
15, 2026, at approximately 
11:31 am, dispatch re-
ceived further information 
that Rudd posted on Face-
book that he was heading to 
town to shoot himself. The 
deputy’s reports reflect that 
while he had been in route 
to the area, he also heard 
Barron County Sheriff Ser-
geant advise to contact the 
Prairie Farm School and 
have them lock down for 

safety. The deptuy reports 
the Prairie Farm School is a 
K-12 school. 
The deputy reports that 

while in route, dispatch re-
ceived multiple other calls 
regarding a subject with 
a rifle slung on their back 
waving an American flag 
around.
The deputy reports he 

positioned his squad on 
the south driveway of the 
school, and that another 
deputy and detective posi-
tioned themselves on the 
north driveway.
The deputy reports he 

exited his squad, and ob-
served a subject near the 
baseball field still waving 
a flag, walking northbound 
on County Road F. The dep-
uty reports that the subject 
was approximately 200-300 
yards south of the driveway 
to the school. The deputy 
grabbed his patrol rifle and 
was able to maintain visual 
contact on the subject. The 
deputy reports he observed 
that the subject was about 
to turn and walk into the 
school driveway.
The detective’s reports 

reflect he had also taken 
up a position at the school 
with his department issued 
rifle. The detective reports 
he could see through his 
optics that the subject did 
have a long gun slung over 
his shoulder. The detective 
reports he observed the sub-
ject to turn from Highway 
F and walk onto the south 
driveway entrance to the 
school. The detective re-
ports he ordered the subject 
to put his hands up and get 
on the ground, and the sub-
ject complied. The detective 
reports he was approximate-
ly 100 yards away from the 
subject.
The detective reports other 

deputies moved up to arrest  

A View from the Lake 
by Tom Schroeder
President, Beaver Dam Lake Management District
As our nation celebrates 

the 250th anniversary of its 
founding over the Fourth of 
July, the Beaver Dam Lake 
Management District is also 
marking 35 years of protect-
ing and preserving our lake. 
Thank you to everyone who 
has volunteered since July 
1991 as a board member, of-
ficer, committee member, or 
project volunteer. Your sup-
port has made possible the 
ongoing control of EWM, 
17 years of restoration work 
on Library Lake, dredging in 
3rd Avenue and the east leg 
of Wickre Harbor, and 12 
years of involvement in re-
placing the Highway 63 box 
culvert with the new bridge.
On Jan. 13, 2026, Alan 

Carlson and I met with rep-
resentatives from the WDNR 
to discuss the 2026 Eurasian 
Water Milfoil (EWM) treat-
ment plan before submitting 
our permit application. After 
the WDNR denied most of 
the 2025 EWM permit ap-
plication, except for one area 
in Hunts Bay, the BDLMD 
filed for a contested case re-
view. Before the hearing, we 
reached a compromise that 
included a face-to-face meet-
ing in January 2026 to re-
view the 2026 treatment plan 
prior to our permit submittal. 
During that meeting, we dis-
cussed each proposed treat-
ment area, the likely impact 
if left untreated, and the ex-
pected results based on sup-

porting data. We submitted 
the 2026 EWM treatment 
plan on Feb. 24, 2026. In 
early March, I spent the 
better part of an hour with 
the WDNR discussing 
their preliminary approval 
of 40 of the 52 proposed 
treatment locations. We 
agreed to add two more 
sites, bringing the total to 
42 treatment areas. The 
remaining locations will 
be monitored throughout 
the summer for growth and 
possible interference with 
boating. Because May 
temperatures have fluctu-
ated, treatment is expected 
in mid-June, depending 
on water temperature and 
plant growth.
As noted in the last “View 

from the Lake” article, a 
walking path and a new 
dock with an attached 
kayak/canoe launch were 
installed by the southeast 
stormwater pond. The 
path connects to the pe-
destrian crossing across 
the highway near the for-
mer real estate office. 
The City of Cumberland 
recently completed the 
electronic crossing signal, 
which was funded by the 
Cumberland Area Trails 
Alliance (CATA). Please 
watch for pedestrians there 
and at other crosswalks 
throughout Cumberland. 
In addition, a new dock 

City of Cumberland Road 
Construction Update

Hwy. 63 Bridge Replace-
ment:
The south bridge abutment 

will be poured this week. 
Next week the roadway ap-
proaches on each end of the 
bridge will be built up. The 
week of June 15th work on 
the bridge decking will com-
mence, with concrete instal-
lation on the bridge deck cur-

rently planned for the week 
of June 22nd. It will start 
looking like a bridge soon!
 Hwy 63 Resurfacing 

Charrie Lane to Washburn 
County line:
The first lift of blacktop 

is done and the second lift 
is coming. This project 
should wrap in the coming 
weeks.
























