
ADVOCATE
 Cumberland

www.cumberland-advocate.com

CUMBERLAND, WISCONSIN 54829

 1.50

           PUBLISHED IN WISCONSIN’S  ISLAND CITY

$

news@cumberland-advocate.com145th YEAR • NO.17 WEDNESDAY, JUNE 17, 2026

Cont’d on page 12

Cont’d on page 11

Cont’d on page 12

The Awards Keep Coming!

Louies Finer Meats captured its 13th “Best Of Show” award at the 2026 Wisconsin Association of Meat Processors 
competition  held in Middleton. Since 1975 Louies has been awarded over 800 State, National and International awards 
for world class products. Pictured here are the 13 Best of Show trophies won throuhout the years. Congratulations 
Louies Finer Meats!

Cumberland Roads/Bridge 
Construction Update

The Cumberland City 
Council held a special meet-
ing on Friday, June 12, at 
City Hall. The purpose of the 
special meeting was to have 
a discussion and possible 
action relating to the 2026 
Street Maintenance Program 
with the objective to get ap-
proval of the Street Program 
Plan. Bids were received 
by Monarch Paving and the 
Barron County Highway De-
partment. The Finance and 
Capital Plan developed last 
fall allowed for a $1 million 
budget for the 2026 Street 
Maintenance Plan. After ad-
dressing increased costs for 
the bridge project and based 
on projected cost savings, 
the city thought they would 
realize on using Hot-in-Place 
Asphalt Recycling (that plan 
was abonded) the city shuf-
fled dollars to fund the bridge 
project and ended up with a 
planned budget of $833,750 
for the Street Maintenance 
Plan. As part of the street 
plan, each bidder submitted 
their treatment recommenda-
tions by street segments. As 
to be expected, the recom-
mendations by Monarch and 
the County varied. One major 
difference was that Monarch 
recommends 1.5” mill and 
overlay treatments on munic-
ipal roads while the County 
recommends  2.5” mill and 
overlay. Additionally, Barron 
County is more aggressive in 
prescribing a pulverized and 

pave treatment. After con-
sulting with Tyler Hastings 
of CBS Squared, it was de-
termined that 1.5”  is suffi-
cient on most streets. With 
future plans for regular and 
regimented crack filling, it 
reduces the concern for re-
flective cracking.
Pulverize and Pave: 

While the pulverize and 
pave method can be quite 
effective in rehabilitating 
a deteriorated street sur-
face, it comes with some 
implications. Often, and 
the way Barron County did 
the work on Hines Lakev-
iew, the old surface is pul-
verized and left in place 
as extra gravel. The new 
surface is added on top of 
that, which results in the 
raising of the street pro-
file by the thickness of the 
new blacktop (in this case 
2.5”). If the street profile is 
raised, it results in the need 
to adjust manholes, water 
valves and catch basins. 
Also, if done on streets 
with curb and gutter, it 
typically results in black-
top being overlayed on the 
concrete gutter which im-
pacts stormwater flow and 
capacity. In order to pre-
vent raising the street pro-
file, gravel would have to 
be removed from the road 
base (presuming there is 
adequate base to do that), 
and this adds significantly 

Council Holds Special 
Meeting on Street 
Maintenance Program

Cumberland’s Louie’s Finer Meats Grateful for 
State Honors, Earns 13th “Best of Show” Title
CUMBERLAND, Wis. 

— The team at Louie’s 
Finer Meats is celebrating 
a successful trip to the 2026 
Wisconsin Association of 
Meat Processors (WAMP) 
competition in Middleton, 
Wisconsin, returning home 
with several new honors to 
share with their community.
Among the awards re-

ceived, Louie’s was incred-
ibly honored to capture the 
“Best of Show” designation 
for its Coarse Ground Ring 
Bologna. This award marks 
the 13th time since 1991 
that one of the shop’s prod-
ucts has been recognized 

with a top state or national 
title.
For the Muench family 

and the entire staff, these 
accolades are a reflection 
of a long-standing commit-
ment to their craft. Since 
1975, the small-town butch-
er shop has been blessed 
to receive over 800 state, 
national, and international 
awards for their sausages, 
hams, and bacons.
“We are deeply humbled 

by this recognition from our 
peers in the industry,” said 
the Muench family. “We 
don’t make our products 
to win trophies—we make 

them for the families in our 
community who trust us to 
put good food on their din-
ner tables. Knowing that 
our everyday recipes stack 
up against the best in the 
state is just a wonderful 
reminder of why we love 
what we do.”
The 2026 WAMP competi-

tion recognized a wide va-
riety of Louie’s items, high-
lighting the hard work the 
team puts into everything 
from traditional favorites to 
unique new flavors:
• Best of Show & Grand 

Champion: Coarse Ground 
Ring Bologna

• Grand Champions: 
Smoked Polish Kielbasa, 
Dry Cured Italian Salami 
with Wine, Black & Bleu 
Gourmet Patty
• Reserve Grand Champi-

ons: Jalapeno & Cheddar 
Stix, Lebanon Bologna, Jel-
lied Italian Sausage.
• Champions: Jalapeno & 

Cheddar Summer Sausage, 
Fine Ring Bologna, Dried 
Beef (with Black Pepper), 
Smoked Bratwurst
• Reserve Champions: 

Cooked Beer & Cheddar 
Bratwurst, Traditional Beef 
Jerky, Commercial Bone-

Eight year old Blair Laursen, daughter of Josh and Missa Laursen won the 2026 NBHA Barrel Racing Championship  at 
the two day event in Chetek June 6th and 7th. Blair took first place honors on both Saturday and Sunday. She has now 
won three times this year in peewee barrel racing. Dad Josh said Blair and her horse Peach make a great team as Blair 
loves her horse a ton. Peach came from Oklahoma and was a birthday gift from Stacy Ross. Blair will also be racing at 
the All In Barrel Race this coming December in Las Vegas, Nevada. Congratulations Blair and good luck in Las Vegas!

Barrel Blast Champion!

 Hwy. 63 Bridge Replace-
ment:
No change to the schedule 

from last week. This week 
riprap and the roadway ap-
proaches on each end of the 
bridge will be built up. The 
week of June 22nd work on 
the bridge decking will com-
mence, with concrete instal-
lation on the bridge deck cur-
rently planned for the week 
of June 29th. Soon thereaf-
ter, build up of the Hwy. 63 
roadway to match the height 
of the new bridge will be-
gin, along with dredging and 

Lake Street work follow-
ing a bit later in July.
 Local Street Improve-

ment Projects: Late last 
week we posted informa-
tion regarding the local 
street improvements that 
are imminent. For those 
local streets undergoing a 
mill and overlay treatment 
this year, milling work 
will start tomorrow after-
noon, weather permitting, 
and last into next week. 
We expect a schedule and 
map from Barron County 
























