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Taking Shape!

The Highway 63 bridge in Cumberland is really starting to take shape. Concrete will soon be poured as the project 
moves along. Completion is scheduled for late August or early September. Photo courtesy of Marty Peters.

Horrific UTV vs Truck 
Crash in Burnett County

Let’s Paint Our Town 
Red, White, and Blue!
As our nation prepares 

to mark its historic 250th 
Birthday, our local business 
community has a unique 
opportunity to lead the 
way in community pride. 
The Cumberland American 
Legion Auxiliary Unit 98 
warmly invites every local 
commercial and retail busi-
ness owner to stand tall, 
unite and fly the American 
Flag this season.
Honoring America’s 

Semiquincentennial (250 
Years): To celebrate this 
landmark anniversary, Unit 
98 is launching a special 
recognition campaign spe-
cifically for local com-

mercial and store fronts 
that proudly display their 
patriotism. Let’s show ev-
eryone who visits Cum-
berland that our business 
community stands proud 
and free.
The “I Spy, You Fly” 

Campaign:
Our members will be ac-

tively scouting the commu-
nity to find eligible retail 
and commercial businesses 
honoring our nation’s heri-
tage. If we spot your flat, 
your dedication won’t go 
unnoticed!
The reward: When our 

auxiliary team “spies” your 

On June 27, 2026, at ap-
proximately 6:38 p.m., 
Burnett County Dispatch 
received a report of a truck 
versus UTV crash at the in-
tersection of County High-
way A and Connors Bridge 
Road. Law enforcement, 
EMS, and fire resources 
were dispatched to the scene.
Upon arrival, it was deter-

mined that a white Dodge 
pickup truck, driven by Ash-
ton Erickson, 21, of Webster, 
WI, was traveling westbound 
on County Highway A. A 
UTV was traveling north-
bound on Connors Bridge 
Road and failed to stop at the 

stop sign, entering the path 
of the pickup and causing a 
collision.
The driver and two pas-

sengers of the UTV were 
pronounced deceased at 
the scene. They have been 
identified as Gary Shre-
indl, 69, of Anoka, MN, 
who was operating the 
UTV, and passengers Con-
stance Klatt, 68, of Anoka, 
MN, and Debra Nye, 69, of 
Lodi, OH.
Following the crash, the 

Dodge pickup caught fire 
and was later extinguished. 
The driver of the pickup 

1926: The 150th Celebration of America’s 
Independence

The Advocate suggested 
to its readers how they felt 
the July 4th celebration 
scheduled for  Monday, 
July 5, 1926, should be 
spent when it published, 
“Take your picnic dinner 
and celebrate with your 
neighbors in Cumber-
land on Monday, July 5th, 
where there is something 
to do all the time.”
The paper would add in 

the June 10th edition, “The 
Legion boys are more than 
busy making preparations 
for the July 4th celebra-
tion, which will be staged 
this year. The soliciting 
committee has met with 
generous contributions 
from the businessmen and 
the Legion proposes to put 
on a celebration bigger and 
better than ever.” Among 
the contributions was a 

$300 donation from the City 
Council.
The Legion had numer-

ous committees involved. 
Among them were George 
Poukey on entertainment, G. 
R. Kellerman on sports and 
races, Elmer Lerdall with 
the parade, and I.G. Talbot 
and A. Neurer on fireworks.
The entertainment com-

mittee had already secured 
a Ferris Wheel and Merry-
Go-Round and had a base-
ball game set up in the 
afternoon. The Fireworks 
Committee, meanwhile, had 
more money appropriated 
than had ever been spent in 
the city.
By the June 24th Advo-

cate, the arrangements for 
the celebration were com-
plete.
The opening salutes were 

to be fired off at sunrise 

with the activities starting 
at 9:00 am, starting with a 
concert by the Barron City 
Band and the Cumberland 
Boys’ Band. This would be 
followed by the races and at 
1:00 pm, the parade.
The rest of the day would 

consist of vaudeville acts, 
a Balsam Lake versus La-
dysmith baseball game, 
a water fight between the 
American Legion and a 
town group, and dancing 
on a specialty constructed 
bowery floor downtown to 
music by the Ted Stephan’s 
Terrace Orchestra of Min-
neapolis. During the dance, 
a drawing would be held for 
a brand-new Ford Car.
Finally, the fireworks and 

a torch light parade would 
conclude the evening of en-
tertainment and a very full 
day.

Finally, the day was here 
and a record crowd gathered 
under beautiful weather for 
all the festivities. The Ad-
vocate would later say that 
a Sunday night shower had, 
“Laid the dust, cleaned the 
sidewalks, and put nature’s 
house in order for the great-
est of holidays.” Surpris-
ingly, things kicked off at 
3:30 a.m, when, “Someone 
set off a bunch of dynamite 
that woke practically every-
one in town.” By 8:30 am, 
the streets began to fill with 
city residents.
From here, things went on 

without a problem. The pa-
rade consisted of, “Bands, 
lots of floats, pretty girls, 
flags, and men in uniform, 
while the various lunch 
stands put on a lavish dis-
play of food on the beauti-

Cumberland Road/Bridge  Construction Update; 
HWY 63 To Turtle Lake Project Coming Soon  
Hwy. 63 Bridge Replace-

ment:
Currently contractors 

are preparing the rebar for 
the bridge deck concrete-
-the pouring of which 
is planned for Thursday 
morning. The channel un-
der the bridge was planned 
for closure starting Thurs-
day due to a number of haz-
ards (including concrete 

chunks, stray boulders, and 
some precarious rebar) and 
the potential for drastically 
more boat traffic over the 
holiday.  We were able to 
pull some strings and con-
tractors will go through the 
channel Thursday and miti-
gate the hazards to the best 
of their abilities and allow 
us to keep the channel open 
until Monday of next week! 

Please use extreme caution 
and use the channel at your 
own risk.  Be safe!
 Contractors will work 

about a half day on Friday 
July 3rd, cleaning and but-
toning up the work zone 
for the holiday weekend.  It 
will still be an active work 
zone that is closed to the 
public--so please do not 
move or cross any of the 

barricades (including to 
try to gain a better vantage 
point for the fireworks). Do 
not park in restricted areas 
adjacent to the barricades-
-this area needs to remain 
open for emergency ve-
hicles and the PD will be 
monitoring it closely.  Fol-
lowing the holiday week-
end, bridge approaches on 
























