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Looking Good!

Work on the High School renovation project is moving along nicely. When the kids head back to school this fall most 
everything should be “good to go” on the nearly 33 millon dollar project.

ABATE of Wisconsin 
Region #6 Raises Nearly 
$3,000 for Emergency 
Services Barron County
BARRON COUNTY, WI 

– ABATE of Wisconsin re-
cently held The Chucky Kee 
Ride, a motorcycle charity 
event that brought together 
52 riders in support of Emer-
gency Services of Barron 
County (ESBC). The ride, led 
by Barron County represen-
tative, Jamie Olson, raised 
just over $3,000, which has 
been donated to help the 
ESBC expand its emergency 
response capabilities. Orga-
nized by Jamie Olson, Jessi-
ca Sines, Lashonda Kee and 
Kimberly Greiner, the event 
demonstrated the strong 
community commitment to 
supporting those who serve 
and protect the region. “This 
fundraiser represents the 
generosity and solidarity of 
our motorcycle community,” 
said Julie Helstern – member 
of ESBC Ops Team. “We’re 
honored they support Emer-
gency Services of Barron 
County and the work they do 
every day. ABATE of Wis-
consin’s goal is to give the 
motorcyclists of Wisconsin a 
strong, united voice regard-
ing their future, their way 
of life, their safety, and their 
legal rights as motorcyclists 
and citizens. ESBC plans to 
use the funds to add more 
responders to their team, 
strengthening their capacity 
to serve residents through-
out the county. The success 
of The Chucky Kee Ride 

underscores ABATE of 
Wisconsin’s commitment 
to community service and 
charitable giving. The or-
ganization looks forward 
to continuing its support of 
local initiatives that make a 
meaningful difference. For 
more information about 
ABATE of Wisconsin and 
future events, contact Ja-
mie Olson.  The group 
organizers would like to 
thank the Barron and Cum-
berland Police Depart-
ments and the community 
sponsors including: War-
rior Nutrition, Link Ford, 
Poppy Popcorn Co, Jen’s 
Chopping Block, Skippy’s, 
Getaway Golf Club, So-
cial House, Bombshell, 
208, The Bar, Embel-
lished Nails, Good Times 
Saloon, Wildflower, Fire 
Away Campground, Har-
ley Davidson, Turtleback, 
Sioux Creek and Pine 
Crest Golf Courses,10th 
and Main Smokehouse 
Deli, Junkyard Bar, Club 
Cumberland, Henry Rifles, 
Lakeside Cantina, Chetek 
Lanes, Erik Widikir, Cad-
dy Shack and Phil’s. Stops 
along the ride were hosted 
by Hoots on the Water, 
Whiskey Way, It’s About 
Time, The Spot Bar, Dale’s 
Twin Pines, concluding 
with a chicken dinner at 
the Kee Family’s residence 
in McKinley, WI. 

Gov. Evers Appoints 
Bernard Brunkow as 
Washburn County 
Sheriff

MADISON — Gov. Tony 
Evers appointed Bernard 
Brunkow, on Wednesday, 
July 8, 2026 as Washburn 
County Sheriff. The appoint-
ment fills a vacancy created 
by Sheriff Dennis Stuart’s 
retirement. Brunkow will 
complete the remainder of 
the unexpired term that ends 
January 2027. 
“Bernard Brunkow will 

provide stability while the 
people of Washburn County 
decide who should be their 
next sheriff, and I am grate-
ful for his willingness to 
serve,” said Gov. Evers. 
Brunkow served for 25 

years as a Buffalo County 
Sheriff’s Deputy before he 
was appointed as Buffalo 
County Sheriff in 2005. 
After retiring in 2007, 
Brunkow worked in school 
transportation in Mondovi 
and Spooner. Brunkow re-
sides in the town of Ever-
green.
“I am honored to accept 

this appointment as Sher-
iff of Washburn County,” 
said Brunkow. “I will 
serve the citizens of Wash-
burn County to the best of 
my ability until the newly 
elected Sheriff takes office 
in January.”

Common Council holds July Meeting; Police 
Department has Busy Month
by Mark R. Fuller

Pictured from L to R: Family of Chucky Kee - Kimberlee Greiner, Linda Wood, Gary Wood, Jessica Sines, Layla 
Kee, ABATE of WI Barron County Region 6A Rep- Jamie Olson and ESBC Ops Group member, Julie Helstern. 

Riding For A Good Cause!

The Cumberland City 
Council gathered at City 
Hall on Tuesday, July 7, 
for their regular scheduled 
meeting for the month. The 
roll call found a quorum 
present with only Alder-
man Tom Goldsmith ab-
sent from the gathering. 
The Consent Agenda was 
passed and with no one ask-
ing to speak, the Council 
moved immediately into 
the evening’s Agenda and 
Committee recommenda-
tions.
First up were a pair of rec-

ommendations from the Fi-
nance Committee involving 
updates to Ordinance No. 
2026-827 and the method 
of selection and terms of 
office for appointed offi-
cials as well as suggested 
updates to the Zoning and 
Building Permit application 
and associated fees.
Mayor Dan Shoemaker 

said the goal for the Zoning 
application was to, “Clean 
it up and make it an easier 
process.” He added, “The 

results from tonight will 
continue to be an ongoing 
blueprint which will change 
over time.” The modified 
and updated document 
was discussed in depth and 
passed unanimously. City 
Administrator Randy Reeg 
told the Council that by do-
ing the updates internally, 
“The City saved substantial 
money rather than having it 
done by outside sources.”
The City Council then 

tackled two Planning Com-
mission topics involving a 
split of lot 63 on the West-
side Development owned 
by Kauffman CSM and ac-
tion on Ordinance 2026-825 
which suggested amend-
ments to Building Permit 
Requirements.
The Council approved the 

Kauffman request to split 
into smaller parcels allow-
ing him to proceed with 
the building of bungalows, 
while the proposed Building 
Permit Amendments were 
tabled due to the need for 
some modifications before 

discussing.
Next up were two Change 

Order payments to Erick-
son Excavation for work 
done in the Industrial Park 
expansion and on the TID 
#9 Street and Utility Exten-
sion project related to the 
water main connection on 
8th Avenue. This includes 
road work, gravel, and curb 
and gutter. Following dis-
cussion, the proposals were 
passed by the Council.
Additionally, a third 

Change Order #3, from 
Pember Company, also 
passed. It involved no mon-
ey, but a time change exten-
sion to complete the Hines 
Lakeview Drive Watermain 
Reconstruction project.
Finally, the Council looked 

at several Utility Commit-
tee needs. First up was a 
request to purchase parts for 
pump replacements which 
had already been budgeted. 
This passed quickly, as did 
the second topic calling for 
the renewal of the re-occur-
ring contract with Hatch 

Field Service for coverage 
on on-site repairs, mainte-
nance and calibration at the 
Municipal Utility.
Moving on, the Council 

passed another already bud-
geted request to Wonder-
ware for Software updates 
to the Sewer and Water Sys-
tems and further passed a 
request for replacement and 
repair of the water piping at 
the Sewer plant at a cost of 
$37,100. This is to replace 
old piping that had burst.
The final Council action 

under Utility were two pay-
ments to DeSantis Excavat-
ing for work on eight man-
hole repairs stemming from 
the cities new pulverized 
and paved areas as well as 
a payment to CBS Squared 
for their professional ser-
vices at Well #6, which will 
allow the City to continue 
water treatment at the new 
site.
At the conclusion of this 

discussion, the Council 
moved into Committee Up-

City of Cumberland 
Bridge/Road Construction 
Update
Hwy. 63 Bridge Replace-

ment: Tuesday morning, 
concrete was poured for 
the structural approach on 
the north side of the bridge. 
Wednesday morning, this 
work will be mirrored on the 
south side.  Later this week, 
the sidewalks and parapets 
on the bridge will be poured. 

Major structural work on 
the bridge should wrap 
up next week, including 
removal of the temporary 
beams underneath.  The 
following week there will 
be additional approach and 
restoration work complet-
ed. Lake Street removals 



2  Wednesday, July 15, 2026

DANE ARTHUR
REAL ESTATE AGENCY

BUYING or
SELLING 
WITH 
BRIAN STEVENS
I will help you make the 
selling process fun and easy!

Give me a call
715-419-1363
BrianS@danearthur.com

The Island City Music series continues with the Git Backs next Tuesday, July 21st, 2026 at 6:00 pm at Tourist 
Park. They bring a mixture of 1950’s and 1960’s rock and roll. You don’t want to miss this! 

s

•PROVIDE NAME & 
ADDRESS INFORMATION
•BRING A STURDY BOX 

TO CARRY FOOD 

Cumberland
Area Food Pantry 

Open Fridays 1-3 pm
1290 1st Ave.
Cumberland 

Cumberland Area 
Food Pantry 

Open Fridays 1-3 pm
1290 1st Ave. • Cumberland

For first time visit please provide name and address 
information and bring sturdy bags to carry food.   
Donations of unexpired food items can be brought 

to the pantry Fridays from 12 pm to 3:30 pm. 
Cash donations can be sent to the pantry 

P.O Box 741 Cumberland.
For further information or  emergency food 
assistance, please call 651/757-5086. 

Find us on Facebook @ Cumberland Area Food Pantry 
cumberlandfoodpantry@gmail.com

This Pantry is an Equal OpportunityTEFAP Provider

Find us on Facebook at 
Cumberland Area Food Pantry 

cumberlandfoodpantry
@gmail.com or call 
651-757-5086
This Pantry is an 

Equal OpportunityTEFAP Provider

Cumberland American Legion
Available to rent for 

Weddings, Parties, Reunions, etc.
Hall • Bar • Kitchen

    Open to the Public 
      Wednesday’s & Friday’s  @ 4:00 pm!

www.post98.org   
For More Info Contact 
715-822-4121

The Git Backs!

C O M M U N I T Y  E D U C A T I O N
 O F F E R I N G S

Questions or Concerns? Please contact: Susan Bridger, 
CCE Director,  715-822-5121 ext. 403 sbrid@csdmail.com

       CUMBERLAND 
              SCHOOL DISTRICT NEWS 

THURSDAY, JULY 16: •6:30 am - 7:30 am pickle ball
 FRIDAY, JULY 17: •6:30 am - 7:30 am pickle ball
SATURDAY, JULY 18: 11:00 am - 1:00 pm Indoor pickle ball @ ES Gym
MONDAY, JULY 20:  • 6:30 am - 7:30 am pickle ball @ Elementary School • 3:45 pm 
CCE: Choose Fit @ Middle School
TUESDAY, JULY 21: 6:30 am - 7:30 am pickle ball @ Elementary School
WEDNESDAY, JULY 22: 6:30 am - 7:30 am pickle ball @ Elementary School • 3:45 pm 
CCE: Choose Fit @ Middle School • 5:00 pm Indoor Pickle ball @ ES Gym

Summer Happenings 
@ Firefly Fields

1st Saturday of the Month 2024
Hosted by: Scott & Colleen Johnson

2553 10th Street - Cumberland, WI
This is between Cumberland and Rice Lake

*5th & Final Event on Saturday, October 5th 
9:00 am to 12 noon / Event at 10:00 am

The Johnsons are hosting Rodney & Bonnie who will be providing 
music on  guitar and accordion. Yes, this event is free, but any 

donations toward the entertainment will go to the Cumberland 
Senior Center. Also Firefly Fields will give a portion of their earnings 

that day to the Senior Center.
*NO DOGS PLEASE...* | PORTA-POTTY available
Yummy baked goods, jams, jellies and coffee will be available for 
purchase each Saturday. Bonfire if the morning is cool. Corn Hole 
will be set up. hike the groomed trails, sit a spell on the porch 
and enjoy your morning! Bring a friend or make some new friends!

For Questions or Concerns contact: 
Susan Bridger, CCE Director

HS-715-822-5121 ext. 403 / sbrid@csdmail.com

MAY COOKIE DECORATING CLASS
IT'S TIME FOR SOME COOKIE DECORATING FUN WITH 
AMANDA GISLASON OWNER OF "BAKED WITH A HUG"

- Would you like to learn some fun cookie decorating techniques?
- Want some homemade cookies without the mess?

Date: Tuesday, May 5, 2026
Time: 4:30-6:30 pm

Location: Comberland High School FAC Room
Cost: $45 per person

Includes Decorating Kit ($20) and Class ($25)
Donation of $5 to the Barron County Special Olympics for each participantsik

To register or for questions/concerns contact: 
Susan Bridger CCE Director

 sbrid@csdmail.com | 715-822-5121 ext. 403

Cumberland Pickelball for All Seasons 2026
Any Day-All day, come and enjoy the Pickleball/All SPort Courts 
at Islander Park (at the end of 8th Avenue by the Hockey Arena) 

open and ready to use! Bring your own equipment...
When the weather forces you inside............
Visit the Cumberland Elementary School

(enter through the  gym doors)
Monday through Friday

Gym door will be open from 6:30 am - 7:30 am.
Wednesday evenings: 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Saturday: 11:00 am - 1:00 pm
COST: FREE

For more information: 
Susan Bridger CCE Director, HS 715-822-5121 ext. 403 / sbrid@csdmail.comSummer Mini Fitness HITTS

(High intensity interval training)
Join NETA (National Exercise Trainer Association) certified 
instructor: Tirzah Ziperrer for a 45-minute workout session. 
These classes will be an interval style format, that alternates 40 
seconds of focused work with 20 seconds of rest, keeping your 
heart rate elevated while maximizing results in a short amount 
of time. Each individual day of each session will utilize a differ-

ent style/focus.
One day will utilize dumbbells for strength-building intervals, 
another day will utilize body weight TRX intervals, and a third 
day will incorporate Pilates-inspired core and glute work, with 
some cardio endurance bursts, for a full-body burn. Expect to 
build lean muscle, improve stamina, and enhance balance and 

flexibility.
*suitable for all levels with options provided to modify or inten-

sify as needed.
Time: 6:00 am until 6:45 am.

Location: MS Gym-Enter through the West High School
3 different sessions (sign up for 1, 2, or all 3)

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursdays
Session #1: July 21, 22 and 23rd
Session #2: August 4, 5, and 6th

Session #3: August 18, 19, and 20th
Cost $20 per session (3 classes), $40 for 2 sessions (6 classes), 

$55.00 for all 3 sessions (9 classes)
Bring: Yoga mat and light to medium hand weights if own, plus a 

water bottle. Mats and weights are available to use. 
To sign up or questions please contact:

Susan Bridger CCE Director, HS 715-822-5121 ext. 403 / sbrid@csdmail.com

Cumberland Fitness Center Summer 2026
Come Check out the NEW CUMBERLAND FITNESS CENTER!

Located in the west wing of the newly remodeled high school (enter through the 

east middle school double bus doors in the morning)

STILL FREE!

SUMMER HOURS:

MORNINGS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 6:00 - 8:00 AM

AFTERNOONS: MONDAY-THURSDAY 4:00 - 6:00 PM

FRIDAY AFTERNOON-CLOSED

Please enter through the back middle school bus doors in the morning.

As always, our "very" qualified and friendly staff will be happy to help you in any 

way. 

Questions or concerns contact:

Susan Bridger CCE Director, HS 715-822-5121 ext. 403 / sbrid@csdmail.com

Kayaks and Music on Beaver Dam Lake
Cumberland Community Education is proud to announce for 
the 10th year that Cumberland School District kayaks and life-
jackets will be available on Tuesday evenings during the Con-
cert Series on the shores of the Cumberland Beach from 6-8 pm. 

KAYAKS WILL BE AVAILABLE ON TUESDAYS BEGINNING:
TUESDAY, JUNE 9TH, 2026.

COST: FREE, however donations will be much appreciated! So 
come on down, listen to some tunes and bring the whole family!
**Launch located near the music on the shores of Beaver Dam/

Cumberland Beach**
So that we are prepared, and know you are interested please re-
serve your kayaks by Tuesday morning of the week you wish to 

use them by calling the following number:
Susan Bridger CCE Director, HS 715-822-5121 ext. 403 / sbrid@csdmail.com

Island City Music Series 
Continues July 21 with The 
Git Backs

The Island City Music 
Series continues July 21 at 
Cumberland Tourist Park 
with The Git Backs, a band 
delivering rock and roll 
from the 1950s and 1960s.
The July 21 performance 

is sponsored by Camp 
Brigadoon. Rex Mex will 
be on site serving authen-
tic Mexican food including 
tacos, nachos, burritos and 
more.
The Island City Music 

Series, presented by En-
richment Through Culture, 
runs every Tuesday through 

Aug. 11 at Cumberland 
Tourist Park. Performances 
are from 6 to 8 p.m. Kayaks 
provided through the Cum-
berland School District’s 
Community Education pro-
gram are available for those 
who want to enjoy the mu-
sic from the water. Admis-
sion is free, with donations 
encouraged.
For more information 

about the Island City Mu-
sic Series or Enrichment 
Through Culture’s pro-
gramming, visit cumber-
landetc.com.

Governor Evers approves US 63 resurfacing project in Barron County; 
Work from Turtle Lake to Cumberland includes completing culvert 
work, replacing guardrail, installing shoulder rumble strips, placing 
high-friction surface treatment
To invest in Wisconsin’s 

transportation system, Gov. 
Tony Evers has signed 
$8.66 million contract 
with prime contractor 
Monarch Paving Co. of 
Amery for a resurfacing 
project on US 63 from 
US 8 East in Turtle Lake 
to WIS 48 West in Cum-
berland. Construction is 
scheduled to start Mon-
day, July 20.
This segment of US 63 is 

showing signs of deterio-
ration. To address this and 
other issues, the Wiscon-
sin Department of Trans-

portation is proposing:
Milling 2.25 inches of 

asphalt from the roadway 
surface and paving 3.25 
inches of hot-mix asphalt
Cleaning, lining or re-

placing culverts
Replacing guardrail
Replacing curb and gut-

ter at various locations
Installing new pavement 

markings
Completing the follow-

ing improvements to in-
crease safety:
Installing shoulder rum-

ble strips
Placing a high-friction 

surface treatment on two 
curves
Widening paved shoul-

ders from 3 feet to 5 feet
During construction, US 

63 will remain open, but 
motorists will encoun-

ter single-lane closures 
controlled by flagging 
operations and side road 
closures.
Construction is sched-

uled for completion in 
mid-November.

Construction Update...
and channel dredging are 
currently planned to begin 
the week of August 4th.
 Local Street Improvement 

Projects:
Work on local streets will 

take a hiatus until the Bar-
ron County Highway De-
partment returns later this 
month.
 Hwy. 63 Resurfacing south 

of Cumberland towards Tur-
tle Lake:
Work on this project will 

commence the week of July 
20th--starting with extensive 
culvert, grading and restora-

tion work that last 4-5 weeks 
or more. There will be tem-
porary traffic signals and 
single open lanes adjacent 
to the specific works sites.  
Milling of the roadway sur-
face is scheduled to begin 
the week of August 31st, 
with blacktop following lat-
er starting around the week 
of September 21st.
 Brightspeed Fiber Instal-

lation:
Brightspeed’s fiber instal-

lation work is planned to 
begin in late July or early 
August.
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Don’t let the detour signs 
scare you-MAIN STREET 

IS OPEN! 

The Cumberland Chamber of Commerce 
invites you to shop local on both sides of the 

bridge project. Together we can make a 
difference.

Grab a coffee, shop the 
beautiful stores, grab some 

delicious food or 
beverages at one of our
many establishments!

Class of 1964!

The class of 1964 held their 62nd class reunion on Thursday, June 25th, 2026 at the County Line. Pictured front 
left to right are Ann Kleinschmidt Owens, Annette Bents, Janet Donatelle Squires, Connie Ackerson Wanner, 
Carol Andersen Kolzow, Katha Farlow Tjelta, Gloria Bergstrom Johnson, Judy Erickson Jacobson, and Ken 
Burke. Middle row from left to right are Rod Peterson, Jim Statton, Connie Bohn Edwards, Toby McKay, Marie 
�(�U�K�L�Y�Z�V�U���9�V�Z�Z�H�����3�H�Y�Y�`���*�H�W�Y�H�����+�L�U�U�`���9�H�U�H�S�S�V�����7�H�[���9�P�J�J�P�����:�H�U�K�`���7�H�H�L�S���3�L�^�P�Z�����2�H�[�L���*�\�Y�U�V� �̂����H�U�K���:�O�P�Y�S�L�`���)�H�Y�Y�V�^�Z��
Toft. Back row left to right are  Curt Johnson, Wayne Kolzow, and Wayne Romsos.

Four local Scouts from Troop 
24 in Cumberland, Wisconsin 
are attending the 2026 National 
Scout Jamboree at the Summit 
Bechtel Reserve in West Virginia

CUMBERLAND, WI – 
July 11, 2026 – Four local 
youth from Cumberland 
are gearing up to represent 
West Central Wisconsin at 
the upcoming 2026 Nation-
al Scout Jamboree, joining 
thousands of attendees 
from across the country for 
a once-in-a-lifetime high-
adventure experience.
The attending Scouts in-

clude Townes McMillan, 
age 14; Elliot Knutson, age 
15; Tyler Genatempo, age 
17; and Jared Willcox, age 
17. All four are active mem-
bers of Scouts BSA Troop 
24 in Cumberland.
The historic event, themed 

“ELEVATE,” takes place 
from July 22 to July 31, 
2026, at the Summit Bechtel 
Reserve in West Virginia. 
The massive 14,000-acre 
world-class high-adventure 
base welcomes tens of thou-
sands of Scouts for 10 days 
of outdoor sports, character 
building, and leadership 
training.
The group departs this 

month for an extended trav-
el itinerary running from 
July 17 to August 1, 2026, 
which includes planned 
educational excursions to 
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