
ADVOCATE
 Cumberland

www.cumberland-advocate.com

CUMBERLAND, WISCONSIN 54829

 1.50

           PUBLISHED IN WISCONSIN’S  ISLAND CITY

$

news@cumberland-advocate.com145th YEAR • NO.25 WEDNESDAY, August 12, 2026

Cont’d on page 13

Cont’d on page 12

by Mark R. Fuller

by Mark R. Fuller

City of Cumberland 
Bridge/Road Construction 
Update

Grant Winner!

Congratulations to the Tower House for winning this quarters 50 People & More grant of $8,300. Some of the grant 
money will be used for new patio furniture in the outside patio. Pictured in the front row from left  representing 50 
People & More is Dale Goergen and from the Tower House are Rachael, Dan and Abby Smoot. Also pictured are 50 
People & More members and friends. Congratulations to The Tower House!

Welcome Iron Moose!

A ribbon cutting was held last Thursday, August 6 as Iron Moose Dumpster Rental joined the Cumberland Chamber of 
Commerce. Pictured from left to right are chamber members Louis Muench, Jasmine Newhouse and Jodi Griffith, from 
Iron Moose Dave and Jane Nickel, owner Ryan Nickel, Stephanie Brooks, Chamber Coordinator Emily Schutte and 
chamber members Chip Niebuhr, Mark Peichel, Jon Hile and Jordan Peichel. Welcome Iron Moose!

Cumberland City Council Holds August Meeting; City 
Looking forward to Soon being, “Back in Business”
A full slate of Alderper-

sons joined Mayor Dan 
Shoemaker and City Ad-
ministrator Randy Reeg at 
the August meeting of the 
Common Council on Tues-
day, August 4. The Council 
quickly passed the Consent 
Agenda and with no one 
asking to speak, moved into 
Committee recommenda-
tions.

First up were recommen-
dations from the Finance 
Committee, beginning with 
a proposal to amend the 
Cumberland Municipal 
Court fees and to add Ad-
ministrative fees for invoic-
es regarding lawn mowing, 
snow removal, and other 
public nuisance abatements. 
The Municipal Court fees 

were changed from $35 

to $43 to put the city into 
conformity with current 
Wisconsin Statutes, while 
the Administrative fee for 
such cases listed above was 
set at $25 for first time of-
fenses. Second and subse-
quent violations will further 
give the property owner a 
citation for their Ordinance 
violation per section 25.04 
of the Code with penalty 

provisions listed. The Coun-
cil unanimously passed the 
proposed amendments.
The Council then looked 

at a Finance Committee rec-
ommendation to potentially 
change the platforms for 
online utility billing pay-
ments and customer account 
management. Listed as for 
discussion only, the Council 

Beaver Dam Lake Management District Holds Annual 
Meeting; Approves $250,000 To The City
One-hundred three people 

joined the Board of the 
Beaver Dam Lake Man-
agement District last Sat-
urday for the groups 35th 
annual meeting. President 
Tom Schroeder called the 
attendees to order at 9:30 
am, introduced the remain-
ing Board members, City 

Council attendees, Mayor 
Shoemaker, City Manager 
Randy Reeg, and upcoming 
speakers and following the 
approval of the 2025 meet-
ing minutes, turned things 
over to Treasurer Dr. Alan 
Carlson.
After recapping expendi-

tures and showing checking, 

grant revenues, anonymous 
donations, memorial dona-
tions, and interest revenue, 
Dr. Carlson’s report showed 
a 2025 net revenue of 
$181,747.43 and a 2026 to-
tal balance of $527,578.72. 
Dr. Carlson added, “The 
District is blessed with gen-
erous people,” after which 

the Treasurers report was 
unanimously approved by 
those in attendance, without 
questions.  
The following Audit Re-

port showed all books were 
in order and the attendees 
were then given a short in-
formational segment by 

Hwy. 63 Bridge Replace-
ment:
With the exception of the 

staining of the faux-rock fa-
cades, and a few very minor 
details, construction of the 
bridge proper is essentially 
done. Grading, topsoil, and 
gravel work will continue 
this week as well. Paving 
of the multi-use recreational 
lane is planned for Thursday 
or Friday of this week.  Once 
that is completed, which will 
allow the temporary pedes-
trian lane to be routed there, 
Lake St. removals and chan-
nel dredging can commence. 
This is tentatively planned 
for next week, which would 
reduce the project delay from 

two weeks to one week. 
Let’s keep our fingers 
crossed that this all works 
out and weather continues 
to cooperate!
 Local Street Improve-

ment Projects:
The Barron County High-

way Department plans to 
return the week of August 
17th to complete blacktop-
ping.
 Hwy. 63 Resurfacing 

south of Cumberland to-
wards Turtle Lake:
Work on this project is un-

derway. Mill and overlay 
work is currently sched-
uled to begin the week of 
August 31st and last about 
6-8 weeks.
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•PROVIDE NAME & 
ADDRESS INFORMATION
•BRING A STURDY BOX 

TO CARRY FOOD 

Cumberland
Area Food Pantry 

Open Fridays 1-3 pm
1290 1st Ave.
Cumberland 

Cumberland Area 
Food Pantry 

Open Fridays 1-3 pm
1290 1st Ave. • Cumberland
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For further information or  emergency food 
assistance, please call 651/757-5086. 

Find us on Facebook @ Cumberland Area Food Pantry 

cumberlandfoodpantry@gmail.com

This Pantry is an Equal OpportunityTEFAP Provider
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Cumberland American Legion
Available to rent for 

Weddings, Parties, Reunions, etc.
Hall • Bar • Kitchen

    Open to the Public  
      Wednesday’s & Friday’s  @ 4:00 pm!

www.post98.org   
For More Info Contact 
715-822-4121

C O M M U N I T Y  E D U C A T I O N
 O F F E R I N G S

Questions or Concerns? Please contact: Susan Bridger, 
CCE Director,  715-822-5121 ext. 403 sbrid@csdmail.com

       CUMBERLAND 
              SCHOOL DISTRICT NEWS 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 6:  •6:30 am - 7:30 am pickle ball
 FRIDAY, AUGUST 14:  •8:00 am Girls Golf Barron Varsity Invite @ Rolling Oaks • 
10:00 am Football Scrimmage at Barron High School Football/Soccer Field • 10:00 am 
JV Football Scrimmage at Endeavor
SATURDAY, AUG 15: 11:00 am - 1:00 pm Indoor pickle ball @ ES Gym MONDAY, 
MONDAY, AUG 17:  • 6:30 am - 7:30 am pickle ball @ Elementary School • 3:45 pm CCE: 
Choose Fit @ Middle School • 9:00 am Girls Golf Varsity Invitational at Amery Golf  Club
TUESDAY, AUG 18: 6:30 am - 7:30 am pickle ball @ Elementary School
WEDNESDAY, AUG 19: 6:30 am - 7:30 am pickle ball @ Elementary School • 3:45 pm 

Summer Happenings  
@ Firefly Fields

1st Saturday of the Month 2024
Hosted by: Scott & Colleen Johnson

2553 10th Street - Cumberland, WI
This is between Cumberland and Rice Lake

*5th & Final Event on Saturday, October 5th 
9:00 am to 12 noon / Event at 10:00 am

The Johnsons are hosting Rodney & Bonnie who will be providing 
music on  guitar and accordion. Yes, this event is free, but any 

donations toward the entertainment will go to the Cumberland 
�4�F�O�J�P�S���$�F�O�U�F�S�����"�M�T�P���'�J�S�F�Œ�Z���'�J�F�M�E�T���X�J�M�M���H�J�W�F���B���Q�P�S�U�J�P�O���P�G���U�I�F�J�S���F�B�S�O�J�O�H�T��

that day to the Senior Center.
*NO DOGS PLEASE...* | PORTA-POTTY available
Yummy baked goods, jams, jellies and coffee will be available for 
�S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H���H�D�F�K���6�D�W�X�U�G�D�\�����%�R�Q�À�U�H���L�I���W�K�H���P�R�U�Q�L�Q�J���L�V���F�R�R�O�����&�R�U�Q���+�R�O�H��
will be set up. hike the groomed trails, sit a spell on the porch 
and enjoy your morning! Bring a friend or make some new friends!
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MAY COOKIE DECORATING CLASS
IT'S TIME FOR SOME COOKIE DECORATING FUN WITH 

AMANDA GISLASON OWNER OF "BAKED WITH A HUG"

- Would you like to learn some fun cookie decorating techniques?
- Want some homemade cookies without the mess?

Date: Tuesday, May 5, 2026
Time: 4:30-6:30 pm

Location: Comberland High School FAC Room
Cost: $45 per person

Includes Decorating Kit ($20) and Class ($25)
Donation of $5 to the Barron County Special Olympics for each participantsik

To register or for questions/concerns contact: 
Susan Bridger CCE Director

 sbrid@csdmail.com | 715-822-5121 ext. 403

Cumberland Pickelball for All Seasons 2026
Any Day-All day, come and enjoy the Pickleball/All SPort Courts 
at Islander Park (at the end of 8th Avenue by the Hockey Arena) 

open and ready to use! Bring your own equipment...
When the weather forces you inside............
Visit the Cumberland Elementary School

(enter through the  gym doors)
Monday through Friday

Gym door will be open from 6:30 am - 7:30 am.
Wednesday evenings: 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Saturday: 11:00 am - 1:00 pm
COST: FREE

For more information: 
Susan Bridger CCE Director, HS 715-822-5121 ext. 403 / sbrid@csdmail.com

Summer Mini Fitness HITTS
(High intensity interval training)

�*�O�I�N�_ �.�%�4�!�_ ���.�A�T�I�O�N�A�L�_ �%�X�E�R�C�I�S�E�_ �4�R�A�I�N�E�R�_ �!�S�S�O�C�I�A�T�I�O�N�	�_ �C�E�R�T�I�s�E�D�_
instructor: Tirzah Ziperrer for a 45-minute workout session. 
These classes will be an interval style format, that alternates 40 
seconds of focused work with 20 seconds of rest, keeping your 
heart rate elevated while maximizing results in a short amount 
of time. Each individual day of each session will utilize a differ -

ent style/focus.
One day will utilize dumbbells for strength-building intervals, 
another day will utilize body weight TRX intervals, and a third 
day will incorporate Pilates-inspired core and glute work, with 
some cardio endurance bursts, for a full-body burn. Expect to 
build lean muscle, improve stamina, and enhance balance and 

flexibility.
*suitable for all levels with options provided to modify or inten -

sify as needed.
Time: 6:00 am until 6:45 am.

Location: MS Gym-Enter through the West High School
3 different sessions (sign up for 1, 2, or all 3)

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursdays
Session #1: July 21, 22 and 23rd
Session #2: August 4, 5, and 6th

Session #3: August 18, 19, and 20th
Cost $20 per session (3 classes), $40 for 2 sessions (6 classes), 

$55.00 for all 3 sessions (9 classes)
Bring: Yoga mat and light to medium hand weights if own, plus a 

water bottle. Mats and weights are available to use. 
To sign up or questions please contact:

Susan Bridger CCE Director, HS 715-822-5121 ext. 403 / sbrid@csdmail.com

Kayaks and Music on Beaver Dam Lake
Cumberland Community Education is proud to announce for 
the 10th year that Cumberland School District kayaks and life -
jackets will be available on Tuesday evenings during the Con -
cert Series on the shores of the Cumberland Beach from 6-8 pm. 

KAYAKS WILL BE AVAILABLE ON TUESDAYS BEGINNING:
TUESDAY, JUNE 9TH, 2026.

COST: FREE, however donations will be much appreciated! So 
come on down, listen to some tunes and bring the whole family!
**Launch located near the music on the shores of Beaver Dam/

Cumberland Beach**
So that we are prepared, and know you are interested please re-
serve your kayaks by Tuesday morning of the week you wish to 

use them by calling the following number:
Susan Bridger CCE Director, HS 715-822-5121 ext. 403 / sbrid@csdmail.com

BAGA YOGA
PAM BAKER OF YOGA-WILDHEART WILL BE OUR INSTRUCTOR!

JOIN US RUTABAGA SATURDAY

AUGUST 29, 2026

7:00-745 A.M.

ON ENDEAVOR UPPER PATIO CHS

FOR THE PRICE OF A SMILE COME  AND SHARE YOUR PRACTICE. WARM 

UP AND STRETCH BEFORE THE FUN RUN/WALK. WOULD BE A GOOD 

IDEA TO BRING A TOWEL OR YOUR MAT.

Questions or concerns contact:

PAM BAKER 715-419-1315

OR

Susan Bridger CCE Director, HS 715-822-5121 ext. 403 / sbrid@csdmail.com

Card of Thanks
Thank you to Skinner 

Funeral Home for their ex-
cellent care and arrange-
ments for Walt’s funeral 
and burial. Also, Care and 
Rehab of Cumberland for 
their compassionate care, 
and Hospice for all they do. 
We are lucky to have such a 
nice group of people.

Elaine & Ray Hibbs

Card of Thanks
The family of Joyce 

Flesch would like to thank 
the following: 

�0�D�U�V�K�À�H�O�G���&�O�L�Q�L�F�����0�D�U�V�K-
�À�H�O�G�� �+�R�V�S�L�F�H�� �D�Q�G�� �'�R�Y�H��
Healthcare in Rice Lake for 
their excellent care.

Also thank you to Skinner 
Funeral Home in Cumber-
land for their arrangements.

ETC Brings the Insightful Comedy “Walter Cronkite is Dead” to the Stage 
This August
ETC presents “Walter 

�&�U�R�Q�N�L�W�H�� �L�V�� �'�H�D�G�µ�� �I�R�U�� �I�R�X�U��
nights only, Aug. 19 through 
22, a one-act comedy-drama 
built around two strangers, a 
long layover, and an honest 
conversation about family, 
loss, and the stories that shape 
us. 
Tickets are on sale now and 

available online at cumber-
landetc.com or at Peter and 
Annie’s in Cumberland, with 
showings Wednesday, Aug. 
19 through Saturday, Aug. 22 
at 6 p.m. The show runs 90 
minutes with no intermission. 
Tickets are $14 for adults and 
$8 for students, and the show 
carries a recommended age of 
14 and up.
�´�:�D�O�W�H�U�� �&�U�R�Q�N�L�W�H�� �L�V�� �G�H�D�G�µ��

follows Margaret Byers 
(played by Sheila Shaffer) 
and Patty Jenkins (played by 
Beth Halverson), two women 
who appear to have nothing 
�L�Q�� �F�R�P�P�R�Q���� �:�K�H�Q�� �D�� �À�H�U�F�H��
�W�K�X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�R�U�P�� �J�U�R�X�Q�G�V�� �Á�L�J�K�W�V��
across the region, the pair are 
forced to spend an evening to-
gether in the airport. With no-
where else to go, they share a 
bottle of wine and start to talk. 

And listen.   
“It’s about listening and 

reaching. Everyone has 
their opinion, and everyone 
�K�D�V���W�K�H�L�U���V�L�G�H�V���µ�� �V�D�L�G���6�K�D�I-
fer. “There’s a point where 
you have to reach across 
the aisle and get to know 
your neighbor. You’ve got 
to have some compromise 
and understanding and re-
alize that we’re all basical-
ly in the same boat living 
�R�X�U���O�L�Y�H�V���µ

It’s a conversation that’s 
funny as often as it’s hon-
est. 
“It’s a comedy drama, 

�D�� �G�U�D�P�H�G�\���µ�� �V�D�L�G�� �+�D�O�Y�H�U-
son. “There’s a little bit 
of laughter. Okay, a lot of 
laughter, a little bit of tears, 
and everything in-between. 
It really goes in-depth 
with each character, the 
mistakes we think we’ve 
made, how we’ve grown, 
and how much healing 

�W�K�H�U�H���V�W�L�O�O���L�V���W�R���G�R���µ
It’s the kind of show 

Shaffer hopes sticks with 
audiences well after the 
lights come up.
“I’m hoping that they 

come in and they leave 
thinking about the play and 
knowing they had a good 
time because there’s some 
�I�X�Q�Q�\���V�W�X�I�I���L�Q���L�W���µ���V�D�L�G�� �6�K�D�I-
fer. “The type of play that 
when you leave, you have 
to continue the conversa-
tion on the way out and 
maybe go to the restaurant 
and continue to talk about 
�W�K�H���S�O�D�\���µ
Even now, Shaffer said 

the script keeps giving her 
something new.
“There’s a lot to dig into 

�W�K�L�V�� �V�F�U�L�S�W���µ�� �V�D�L�G�� �6�K�D�I�I�H�U����
“Every time I get out of 

rehearsal, I think there’s so 
�P�X�F�K���P�R�U�H���W�R���F�K�H�Z���R�Q���µ
“There’s something for ev-

erybody to take from this, to 
possibly improve their view 
on themselves, their family, 
and life in general. It makes 
�\�R�X���W�K�L�Q�N���µ���V�D�L�G���+�D�O�Y�H�U�V�R�Q��
Shaffer and Halverson 

are handling much of the 
production themselves. With 
just two actors and no sepa-
rate director, they’ve worked 
as scene partners, sitting with 
the script line by line to work 
out how each moment should 
land.  
“We wanted to do some re-

�D�O�O�\���J�R�R�G���W�K�H�D�W�U�H���µ���V�D�L�G���6�K�D�I-
fer. “Come see the show. 
�6�X�S�S�R�U�W���W�K�H���W�K�H�D�W�U�H���µ
For tickets or more infor-

mation, visit cumberland-
etc.com. 
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